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THE recent case of JENKINS versus COOK, in its 
bearing on the subject of the personality of SATAN, 
marks, the Author feels deeply convinced, a solemn 
epoch.in the history of God’s truth in this land. 

The effect of the Judgment, whether rightly or 
wrongly construed, has been to perplex and disturb 
the minds of many true-hearted people of God. A 
wide-spread desire, therefore, exists throughout the 
Christian community for definite Bible teaching 
on the whole subject of Satan’s personality and 
kingdom. 


There is little room left for doubting, if, indeed, 
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‘the more sure Word of Prophecy’ be taken for 
our guide, that the close of this Dispensation will 
be characterised by the ascendency of ‘the god of 
this age’ (0 020s Tod a?évos tovTov). The cumula- 
tive wisdom and knowledge of six thousand years 
being now brought by Satan to bear upon the 
Churches of Christ and upon the world, more than 
ever render it imperative that the objects of the 
Serpent's enmity should not be ignorant of his 
devices, especially, perhaps, in his successful capa- 
city of ‘an angel of light ’—the arch-rival of the 
True Light, the Christ of God. 

Stirred by a painful sense of the perils of the 
“times, the Author of the following pages, as a 
Minister of the Gospel of the grace of God, has 
found himself under obligation to give to the world 
the results of a prayerful study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in exposure of the awful nature of the king- 


dom of darkness, humbly trusting that Jehovah 


“ 
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the Spirit will own his labours in the edified 
experience of many tempted fellow-believers. 

It is not fora moment desired that the sub- 
joined treatise should be thought to be wholly 
original. Free use has been made of the labours 
of writers, ancient and modern, which in the judg- 
ment of the Author appeared to throw light on 
the momentous subject in hand. Amongst these 
works may be enumerated Gilpin’s ‘ Demonologia 
Sacra, Charlotte Elizabeth’s ‘ Principalities and 
Powers, Girdlestone’s ‘ Christendom,’ Campbell 
on the Four Gospels, Biddulph’s ‘ Patriarchal 
Theology,’ Toplady’s ‘Creed of Devils,’ and the 
writings of Bishop Pearson, Dean Prideaux, Dr. 
Lardner, Moses Stuart, Mosheim, Eusebius, 
Burder, Trapp, Bengel, Meyer, Lange, Caryl, 
Van Doren, Gesenius, Lee, Parkhurst, Alford, 


Blunt, and of one or two anonymous authors. 


GOrNpbe Noles. 
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THE word angel as used in Holy Scripture gene- 
rally implies a spiritual, immortal, intelligent, being, 
the highest in the scale of Divine creation. Pro- 
perly speaking, the word dyyedos (angel) expresses 
rather an office than a mature, and we find the title » 
ascribed to men as well as to spirits in the pages 
of the Bible. The Hebrew, 4857, as well as the 
Greek, for azgel denotes one sent, a messenger, 
whether sent by God or man. 

In the New Testament, the original word for 
angel is often rendered messenger, and in proof 
that men as well as spirits are thus designated it 
may be sufficient to remark that John the Baptist 

Sy B 
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is thrice called an angel (d&yyeAos)—Matt. xi. 10; 
Mark i, 2; and Luke vii. 27 ; and the men he sent 
to Christ when he himself was in prison are 
diryyerou— Luke vii. 24. The two men who came 
to Jericho as spies are by St. James (ii. 25) also 
called angels; and in Luke ix. 52, when Christ de- 
termined to go up to suffer at Jerusalem, the 
disciples whom He sent to prepare the Passover 
are called by the Holy Ghost—‘ messengers (dyryeXot) 
before His face.’ 

But that there is a distinct order of created 
intelligences called ‘angels’ is plain from nume- 
rous passages in both the Old and New Testaments. 
And yet a Jewish sect existed in the days of 
Christ’s flesh which openly disbelieved this Bible 
fact. It is greatly to be feared, too, that there 
are not wanting, in our own day, persons who 
altogether deny the existence and personality of 
a certain order of these spiritual beings. Just as 
_those Sadducees who interpreted the Old Testa- 
ment references to good angels as figurative in 
their import, so these latter-day Sadducees seek 
to explain away those New Testament passages 
which record the existence, personality, and acts, of 
that order of evil angels called by our Lord (Matt. 
xii. 27, 28) devils, daipovia, or demons. 

The existence of such beings as we term 
angels was generally admitted even by the ancient 
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heathen. Whence they got their information, 
if not remotely from the Holy Scriptures, it is im- 
possible to say ; for surely reason itself would 
never have suggested the creation of such an in- 
termediate order of beings. The written Word of 
God, however, from Genesis to -Revelation, fre- 
quently introduces to our notice the existence and 
offices of the angelic order. As to the time when 
the angels were created much diversity of opinion | 
has been, and still is, entertained. Moses makes 
no mention of such creatures in his account of 
creation. This fact is, however, easily explained 
when we remember that the inspired historian had 
for his aim to give an account of the visible universe 
only. If that passage in Job (ch. xxxviii. 4-7) has: 
any reference at all to angels (and that ts certainly 
guestionabley)—‘ Where wast thou when I laid the, 
foundations of the earth? Declare, if thou hast 
understanding. .. . When ¢he morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy ?’ 
—then it would appear that angelic creation pre- 
ceded terrestrial. This point, however, may well 
be left for the present in that silence to which 
God’s Word has consigned it. 

Another and-a very different enquiry may, 
notwithstanding, be instituted, inasmuch as the in- 
fallible Word “as spoken on the point, and that is 


as to the two distinct orders of angels—‘the elect’ 
. B2 
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angels,’! and ‘the angels which kept not their first 
estate.’ ? It is not intended to touch here the con- 
sideration of angelic apostasy ; that will be dealt 
with hereafter. Yet it may be well to take a hasty 
view of such evidence as Jehovah the Spirit has 
afforded in Holy Scripture to prove that as to those 
angels which ‘kept not their first estate’ (whatever 
that was), they still have a being, an active being, 
and are presided over by a recognised chief. The 
Divine Head of all principality and power, when 
uncovering the events of the future and final 
ordeal of judgment, teaches us that not only is 
there a Being bearing the title of 0 duaBordos, ‘the 
- devil, but that he rules over an angelic host— 
‘the deviland his angels’? It must here be observed, 
too, in spite of all the attempts of unbelievers to 
disprove the personal existence of the devil, and to 
make out that only the spirit or principle of evil is 
intended by the title, that every quality, every 
action, which can indicate personality, is attributed 
to him by the Holy Ghost inthe Word of God, and 
in language which by no rules of fair interpretation 
can be explained away. The revelation of the 
_existence of the great Evil Spirit, like every other 
fact divinely made known in Scripture, was pro- 
gressive. On the first entrance of evil into the 
world, the temptation of man is referred only to 


tg 0 Un. VY, 224, 2 Jude 6. 3 Matt. xxv. 4I. 
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the Serpent. It is true that the whole narrative, . 


and especially the spzrztwal nature of the temptation 


—‘to be as gods ’—which was united to the sensual ) 


motive, suggests more than a mere azzmal agency 
as being at work; yet was the time not come that 
it should be known that he that committeth sin is 
of the devil (&& Tod d:aBorov),' or that ‘the serpent’ 
of Genesis was indeed ‘ the devil and Satan which 
deceiveth the whole world.’ ? 

Throughout the patriarchal and Jewish dispen- 
sations only a vague and imperfect revelation of 
the source of evil was prevalent. Here and there 
during the succeeding ages we meet with direct 
references of evil to the influence and instigation 
of Satan. It may here be mentioned that the word 
Satan (wiv) primarily means ‘adversary, and as a 
proper name or title it is used in the Old Testa- 
ment only eight times® In the New Testament, 


te Yeoh it. 8. A Reve xii, O, 

- wy adversary. (a) As in war, an exemy—thus in 
1 Kings xi. 14, 23, 25, and 1 Sam. xxix. 4. (8) Asan opponent 
in a court of justice—so Ps. cix. 6. (y) Also whoever opposes 
himself to another, as 2 Sam. xix. 22. Under this last head 
we have a remarkable illustration in the case of ‘the angel 
of Jehovah’ who stood in the way to oppose Balaam, where 
it is said, Num. xxii. 22, ‘ The angel of Jehovah stood in the 
way for an adversary against’ (Heb. to Satanise, or resist) 
‘him.’ Gesenius observes that with ¢he article (mn) the word 
assumes the nature of a rofer name. It is noteworthy also 
that the LXX in the books of Job and Zechariah render the 
Hebrew by 6 d:dBonos, the accuser, or devil. See also Rev. 
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however, the veil is boldly lifted, and the awfully 
real character of the Prince of this World is con- 
stantly dwelt upon. From ‘the beginning of the 
Gospel,’? when the devil appears as the personal 
tempter of our Lord, through all the Gospels, 
Epistles, and the Apocalypse, we meet with con- 
stant revelations of the personality, origin, power, 
cruelty, malignity, and final doom, of ‘the prince 
of the demons.’ The complex and vast character 
of the kingdom of the devil is sufficiently implied 
.in the New Testament by the ¢tles and names 
which the Holy Ghost has seen fit to employ when 
speaking of this great fallen spirit. Thus, though 
not exhaustively, ‘Abaddon 3 (or Perdition) ; ‘the 
Accuser of the Brethren;’* the “Adversame = 
the ‘Angel of the Bottomless Pit ;’® ‘ Apollyon’7 
(or he that exterminates); ‘ Beelzebub:;’ * 


xii. 10. The word implies hatred, great hostility, and endea- 
vours to injure—persevering persecution. 


1 Mark i. 1. 

* ‘O adpxev Tov Sapoviov, Matt. ix. 34. 

eon SS meg * Rev. xik Io. ; 

§ Pet v. &. 6 Revise Bis 7 Tbid. 

8 ¢Beelzebub.’ BeedCeBovA (Matt. xii. 24), ‘the prince of 


the devils.’ Why the Jews in our Lord’s time should have 
designated the devil by the name of this heathen deity, is a 
difficulty which has never been satisfactorily cleared up. No 
doubt its application to the Divine Master was intended to 
be an irreverence, in fact a term of blasphemous contempt ; 
for the name itself implies as much as deus stercoris, the 
god of ordure, and hence, probably, the ‘god of flies.’ 


On the Personality of the Devil. 7 


‘Belial ;’! the ‘Dragon ;’? the ‘Father of Lies ;’3 
the ‘Great Red Dragon;’‘ the ‘ Liar ;’> the ‘ Man- 
murderer ;’® the ‘Power of Darkness;’” the ‘Prince 
of this World ;’® the ‘ Prince of the Devils ;’° the 
‘Prince of the Power of the Air;’!° the ‘Ruler of the 
Darkness of this World’ (rather, of this Age— 
diay), the’ “Serpent ;’ 2 the ‘Spirit that now 


Some, however, think that the last-named title was an in- 
tentional disfigurement of the title of the god of the Philis- 
tines, inasmuch as the Jews had both an objection to take 
the names of false gods into their lips, and also were ac- 
customed to turn into derision the appellations of the heathen 
deities. Others again, and with strong probability, think 
that the Philistines gave their god the title nyygysyn, lord 
of hosts. 

eee belal.’. BeXiap (2 Cor. vi. 15).. The term 1s simply 
Hebrew, byb5. Its primary meaning is uwnxprofitableness, 
qworthlessness, that which is mseless, hence (a) wzckedness, 
vileness : aS, a Vile man (I Sam. xxv. 25). (8) Destruction, or 
one who plans, or counsels, destruction (thus Nahum i. 11). 
The idea, as applied to a person, seems to import an utter 
disregard of all government, a spirit of rebellion and law- 
lessness. Thus the inhabitants of Gibeah are designated 
‘sons of Belzal’ (Judges xix. 22), and also the profane 
Hophni and Phineas (1 Sam. il. 12), their respective trans- 
gressions being evidence of their character. The New 
Testament use of this word ‘ Belial, as applied to the devil, 
would seem to imply that the Jews (at any rate in St. Paul’s 
time) understood those places in the Old Testament where 
the title is used as meaning Satan himself. 


PREV. XX 02y 3 John viii. 44. 
ee Rev. xii. 3: 5 John viii. 44. 
® *AvOparokrovos, John viil. 44 

Fe Galete ba)" 8 John xiv. 30. 
® Matt. xii. 24. Pee phieis 2: 
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worketh in the children of disobedience ;’! the 
‘Tempter ;’2 the ‘God of this World;’* the 
‘Unclean Spirit ;’4 and the ‘Wicked One.’® 

His character is spoken of by the same Spirit 
of truth as being presumptuous,® proud,’ powerful,$ 
‘ wicked,®| malignant,'° subtle," deceitful," sence” 
cruel,’ always active in doing and promoting evil," 
and yet cowardly.!® He is compared to a fowler 
‘employed in setting snares for runaway souls ;!7 
to a wicked sower who by night scattered tares 
amongst the good seed of the field ;'§ to a wolf, 
whose nature is to ravage the flock ;!® and to a lion 
restlessly wandering about for prey.?® Against 
his treacherous and insinuating approaches the 
Word frequently exhorts the saints to watch and 
pray.”! To his sinful solicitations Christ has com- 
manded His disciples to give the most uncom- 
promising resistance.”? 

The same Divine authority has caused to be 


Le ph, ai, 2: 2 Matt. iv. 3395 4h 
* 2 Cor. iv. 4. « Matt. sxi a, 

PNT acl SEG, abs 6 Jobi.6; Matt. iv. 5, 6. 
C3 Sim tiG. 5-Ephsit 2, vats. 

? <i Jokn ti, 73. 10 Job some 


M Gen. i. 1, with 2 Cor. xi. 3. 2 2\Cor.x1.145s05hee 
® eLuke' Vil. 20, 1%.130,°42, ge eS a 


a. 7,41. 20 19 Jas. Ws 
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put on record not only the fiery ordeal of personal 
conflict with him in the wilderness for forty days 
and nights, but also numerous other instances of 
terrible engagements between the saints and the 
great adversary. Who amongst us, for example, 
presumes to explain away the plain teaching of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in that place where He addresses 
the disciples in the person of Peter ?—‘ Simon, 
Simon, behold Satan hath desired’ to have you 
(Greek plural number), that he may sift you as 
wheat”? Who dares trust his best resolutions 
in face of that awful fall which the over-ardent 
apostle presently sustained in Satan’s sieve, even | 
to the extent of denying on oath that he knew his 
beloved Lord and Master in the hour of His great 
need, when all men besides forsook Him and fled ? 

With all these and many more such proofs of 
external evil influence directly exercised on us, 
how is it possible to confound the personality of 


1 «Satan hath desired, é&nrncaro, i.e. hath obtained by 
asking—‘as,’ says Trapp, ‘a challenger desireth to have 
one .of the other side to combat with, like Goliath did.’ 
This diabolical sifting of the saints, this persistent harassing 
of their souls, shows in a terribly real light Satan’s malignant 
intentions ; yet, under the ever-watchful sovereignty and 
headship of Christ (Eph. i. 22), it does but result through 
grace in the humbling and purifying of the people of God. 
The invisible conflicts of the Church are among the most 
painful proofs of the personality of the devil. 

* Luke xxii, 31. 
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Satan with the principle of evil in the fallen 
nature of man? Yet, lest any would even still 
object, what shall be said to the cumulative force 
of such plain passages as the following :— 

‘And the great dragon was cast out, that old 
serpent, called the devil, and Satan, which deceiveth 
the whole world; he was cast out into the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him.’ ? 

‘Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there 
is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh his own; for heis a Zar, and the father of 
a 

‘But some of them said, He casteth out devils 
through Beelzebub, the chief of the devils. * 

“If Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against 
himself; how shall then his kingdom stand ?’ 4 

‘Thou believest that there is one God; thou 
doest well ; che devils also believe and tremble.’ ® 

‘He said unto him, Come out of the man, 
thou wzclean spirit. And He asked him, What is 
thy name? And he answered, saying, Wy name is 
Legion ; for we are many.’ ® 

‘Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.’ ? 


1 Rey. xii. 9. 2 John viii. 44. 8 Luke xi. 15. 
4 Matt. xii. 26. 5 Jas. ii. 19. 
§ Mark v. 8, 9. 7 Matt. xxv. 41. 
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‘God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast 
them down to hell.’! 

‘Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked 
David to number Israel.’ ? 

‘When any one heareth the word of the king- 
dom, and understandeth it not, then cometh ¢he 
wicked oné, and catcheth away that which was 
sown in his heart.’ 3 , 

“In whom Zhe god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should shine unto them.’ + 

‘He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the 
devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose 
the Son of God was manifested, that He might 
destroy the works of the devil.’* 

‘That through death He might destroy hzm 
that had the power of death, that is the devil. © 

What, I again ask, can be said to these things? 
Here are many undesigned proofs, all going to 
enforce the solemn point in hand—namely, that 
there are im existence upon earth a multitude of 
mysterious beings, called by the Spirit of truth by 
various titles and names, whose nature ts wholly evil, 
and who, actuated by feelings vindictive towards 


Pe 2eP Ot il:,.4. ete Gnyrone xx, D. 
pratt. xi. 10, aco COY. 1V.74 
* Tfohn ili. 8. CerTeD. in FAs 
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God and man, are actively engaged in opposing the 
glory of God and the wellbeing of the human famtly ; 
and further, that this evil angel host ts presided over by 
a chief, whose present territory ts the wide world of 
the heart of man, and who aims at pressing every 
event and circumstance of human life into his fiendish 
SEYUICE, 

Strange though it appear, there is a readiness 
in the mind of fallen man to treat with levity 
these terrible facts. 

Frequently any reference to the direct agency 
or interference of the devil in human affairs, 
meets with a smile of amusement, while at other 
times it begets a frown against the so-called 
‘bad taste’ of alluding at all to the existence of 
the Prince of Darkness. Such facts speak the 
awful spiritual ignorance of the natural heart of 
man. But more, may we not even in these common 
facts discover further proof of the supremacy the 
great deceiver has obtained over our corrupt race ? 
As one of the most powerful and truthful writers on 
this subject has observed, ‘Wonderful it is that he 


* can prevail upon (even) Christian people to banish 


his name, as they generally do, from their daily 
converse, and Christian pastors to make only now 
and then a slight incidental reference to it in the 
pulpit; and in these days too, while in every 
department of our households, in every street of our 
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cities, in Church and State, in cottage and palace, at 
home and abroad, he is incessantly manifesting his 
hateful presence ; perplexing, seducing, embroiling, 
dismaying, uprooting, and disorganising, till the 
whole framework of society is loosened, and ready 
upon the first shock to crumble about us.’! And, 
indeed, where some place zs allowed by certain to 
Satan in the handling of the events of this world 
(which is his kingdom), yet how often is it only in 
the case of some national disaster or the defeat of 
some scheme of universal philanthropy! Alas 
that eyes should be thus blinded to the deadly in- 
fluence which the god of this world exercises in 
every day’s history of every one of the children of 
men! Alas that the children of God should be 
amongst those who are ignorant of his devices ! 

Some practical Scripture proofs of Satan’s per- 
sonal presence on earth, and especially amongst ‘ the 
sons of God,’ may here be adduced. For, the Church 
at present is in conflict with ‘principalities and 
powers, with ‘the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, with ‘wicked spirits in high places.’? Nothing 
less truly invulnerable than the whole armour of God 
can therefore sufficiently protect us against the ap- 
proaches of such a subtle and powerful foe. 

I. Consider, first, that to the devil is ascribed 
by God Himself the agency of man’s apostasy from 


1 Charlotte Elizabeth. 2 Eph. vi. 12 (margin). 
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his Creator. Theserpent is said to have ‘ degutzled’ 
our first mother by his subtlety.!. Is he less subtle 
now? And is he likely to be less successful when 
he has to deal, not with unfallen, but with sinful 
men? If by his craft he was victorious when he 
approached the ‘image of God’? in the creature, 
shall he not with even less artifice prevail against 
those in whom, when he comes, instead of finding 
‘nothing,’ * he finds his own likeness? For what 
is holiness but likeness to God, and what is sin 
if not ‘of the devil’?* How great the peril, then, 
of that heart which sleeps in security, and, through 
ignorance or disbelief in his personal influence, 
watches not for the footfall of the tempter! Hence 
that Divine precept to the Church, ‘ Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 


devour. ® 
BD ACOTs Kis 230 2 Gen: 1, 27: 
3 As John xiv. 30, * 1 John iii. 8. 


5 y Pet. v. 8, ‘as a voaring lion. This metaphorical 
expression of the Spirit must not be taken as teaching that 
Satan makes aloud and demonstrative declaration of his 
fiendish purposes when he seeks to catch his prey. While 
certainly the idea of the tempter’s designs being conceived 
by him ina spirit of destruction is the prominent one, yet, 
like the steps of the lion, soft and stealthy, the murderous 

roar’ is only uttered when his prey are fairly secured. Upon 
this passage of Scripture it has been observed, by way of 
illustration, that ‘the roaring of the lion is in itself one of the 
most terrible sounds in nature; but it becomes still more 
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2. Again, Holy Scripture plainly teaches that 
Satan comes to harass and perplex where he knows 
he cannot finally destroy. Did he expect, for 
instance, to prevail when he met the sinless Son of 
Man in the wilderness? Had he who could then 
quote the words of Scripture for his own purpose 
wholly forgotten that terrible sentence which at the 
beginning was spoken to him by Jehovah Himself, 
who then put it into that very Bible, ‘IT shall 
bruise zhy head, and thou shalt bruise Wis heel’? 
Nay, verily ! but while he knew that he could not 
-bruise the Head in the head, yet he knew it was 
granted him to attack the Blessed One as being a 
partaker of ‘the flesh and blood’ of ‘the children.’ ! 
He could not destroy ; he would therefore ‘afflict’ 
the Righteous One!? Thus is it still with ‘the 
brethren.’? Satan full well is aware of their se- 
curity and final triumph in Christ, as the redeemed 
of His blood and the subjects of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit ; he will therefore inject the rankling poison 
of doubt and fear into their souls. By means of 


dreadful when it is known to be a sure prelude of destruction 
to whatever living creature comes in his way. Hence that 
question in Amos ili. 8 : “* Zhe lion hath roared , who will not 
fear?” ‘The lion does not usually set up his horrid roar ¢2// 
he beholds his prey, and is just about to seize it.’ (Burder’s 
Oriental Customs, vol. ii. p. 432 ; and Bochart, vol. 11. p. 729.) 

1 Heb. ii. 14-18. 

Geteaiitin7e Matt, iv: I-10; Ps, Ixxxix. 22. 
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his legions he is ever at hand to seize the passing 
circumstance of the hour, and to press it into his 
fiendish service. Whence come those terrible in- 
sinuations that, alas! so often haunt the believer's 
mind in prayer, in meditation, in worship, in very 
communion with his Lord? Satan has not seen it 
necessary to alter his ancient custom by being 
absent when the sons of God come to present 
themselves before the Lord.! And, indeed, it would 
seem as if on such holy occasions the God of our 
salvation (for His own purposes and.glory) suffered 
the enemy of our souls more sorely to tempt and 
inwardly try us, even as he did holy Job. Dear 
reader, you are earnestly asked if your zzward, 
heart-deep, experience of the power of the devil is 
not the bitterest cup of all you are called to drink 
at the Lord’s hands. Ah! it is possible to stand 
on the very pinnacle of temple privilege, and yet 
for Satan to be standing alongside ! 

3. Take another instance of Satan’s personal 
influence in the Church of God. The Apostle St. 
Paul, writing to the Corinthians, said, ‘Satan him- 
self is transformed into an angel of light’ He can 
come, in other words, with Bible in hand, to the 
Bible-loving Christian, and affect to be an exposi- 
tor of the Word—for his own ends. He can enter 
the pulpit and suggest to the mind of the Gospel 


1 Job i. 6. 
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preacher the omission of this or that man-offending 
truth. He can subtly suggest to the speaker a 
gloss for those scriptures which too plainly expose 
fis devices, Azs interests, and #zs aims. He can use 
the weaknesses of natural character there, and, alas! 
by so doing how often has he brought a man of 
God into bondage of soul, his ministry into disre- 
pute, and the Master’s truth into dishonour! None 
but a.true apostle—none but a God-sent minister— 
can say with the full force of truth in these respects, 
‘not ignorant of his devices.’ ! | 

4. And if it be thus with the preacher of the 
Word, so, too, the hearer and the doer of the Word 
are subject to the crafty influences of this arch- 
spirit of darkness in his false character as a mes- 
senger of light. Let the reader note the parable 
of the sower, and mark well the fearful activity of 
the devil among the hearers of Christ’s word! Are 
you a learner in Christ’s school? Then whensoever 
you attend the place where prayer is wont to be | 
made, and the good seed of the Word is scat- 
tered, never fail to remember that you need the 
special grace and wisdom which God has promised 
to the diligent, the watchful, and the prayerful, or 
Satan will get the advantage over you. Remem- 
ber, he tempted and prevailed over Simon Peter in 
the very presence of Christ! Religious privileges 


2, Cor ii. Tt. 
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and the company of God’s people—yea, more, the 
presence of the Spirit of God within you—are no 
guarantee in this matter. There must be a sensible 
waiting upon God in the consciousness that unless 
He enable you to give heed to the Word, to hear . 
with meekness, with an understanding heart, and 
with full purpose to do the will of God, Satan will 
surely steal away all you seem to get while sitting 
beneath the glad sound. ‘If any man will do His 
will, he shall know of the doctrine.’ ! | 

The infallible testimony of Holy Scripture, then, 
makes it clear that while a mighty God is the God 
of Jacob, that while the flock of Christ’s redeemed 
are safe in His own keeping, and while the Spirit 
of grace shall surely guide such into all truth, 
there yet is a real, a painful, a prolonged ordeal 
of conflict, and watching, and praying, to be ex- 
perienced by every pilgrim believer. The way 
home lies through the territory of the god of this 
‘world ; and they walk most safely who, accepting 
the plain teaching of God’s Word, are mindful that 
the sleepless eye of a malignant enemy is upon 
their every step, and that the very subtlety of the 
serpent which beguiled Eve is engaged perpetually 
to draw them aside from their simplicity in Christ. 


1 John vii. 17. 
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ON THE APOSTASY OF THE DEVIL. 


IN pursuing this solemn and mysterious subject, 
the plain teaching of God’s Holy Word will continue 
alone to be appealed to on all matters of fact and 
of Christian doctrine. To the realms of the unseen 
the great Spirit of Evil is at present confined. 
Hence Divine revelation is our only safe authority. 

As a preliminary observation it is noteworthy 
that no single instance is recorded of Satan’s ap- 
pearing in an wndisguised form to any man on- 
earth. Even at the very first he assumed the form 
of another creature—the serpent, the most subtle 
of all the beasts of the field—and throughout the 
inspired narrative of our blessed Lord’s temp- 
tation in the wilderness there is not a word to 
show us that the arch-tempter appeared in his own 
undisguised person, or, indeed, in any material 
form. | 

cr 
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Of the nature and origin of the devil, but 
little is revealed in Scripture. Most of the common 
notions on the subject are drawn from mere tradi- 
tion, popularised in the English tongue by our 
great poet, Milton, without even a vestige of 
Scriptural authority. Enough, however, is told us 
in the infallible Word of God to show that Satan is 
-acreated spirit, that he is permitted to exercise 
fearful influence on the affairs of this life and over 
the children of men, and that he has authority, which 
he marvellously employs, over vast legions of fallen 
angels in our apostate world. The whole inspired 
description of his power implies spiritual nature, 
spiritual influence, and an angelic origin. He is 
clearly a rational creature, possessing superhuman 
power, wisdom, and other spiritual attributes ; 
and not only so, but he was formerly one of the 
‘princes’ of heaven. As to the time, the cause, 
and the manner of his fall, God’s Word is almost 
silent. Yet there are allusions, hints, and sundry 
observations, which throw some important light 
on this mysterious matter. As it would be im- 
possible for Jehovah to create anything essentially 
and originally evil, so we find on the other hand, 
as illustrated by the apostasy of man, it is possible 
for a being primarily pure, and holy, and good, 
not only to lapse into a state or being of sin, but 
positively zo change its nature until it becomes 
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essentially evil, Thus it was that God made man 
at the first ‘upright,’! yet now both his nature 
and the ‘imagination of the thoughts of his heart’ 
are ‘only evil”? the Word of God being witness; 
The angel host, too, that higher order of created 
intelligences, appears to have been created ina pure 
and sinless condition; but we are informed by the 
Holy Ghost that certain of ‘the angels kept not 
their first estate, but left their own habitation, 3 
They were originally, it would seem, associated 
with those whom St. Paul to Timothy terms ‘the 
elect angels.’* And so the angelic multitude is 
divided in Scripture into two vast companies, 
‘the elect’ and those ‘that left their own habita- 
tion. Concerning the latter it is also said by St. 
Peter, ‘God spared not the angels that sznned,* 
Thus, then, we are supplied with the following 
important facts, viz.: That certain angels, origin- 
ally pure and holy, fell into sin. That these 
apostate creatures thereby lost their standing 
before God. And that they, moreover, came 
under God’s heavy displeasure, inasmuch as it is 
added that ‘He delivered them into chains of 
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.® ‘Thus, 
then, our minds are led back to those ages that 
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were probably before the creation of man, for as 
soon as man appeared on the earth he is warned 


‘of the existence of sin, and also of its inevitable 


consequent—deazh, or separation from God. We 
shall, therefore, now address ourselves to a con- 
sideration of 

1. The first estate of the chief of the fallen 
angels. 

2. His present estate. 

The final estate of the Angel of the Bottomless 
Pit will be discussed hereafter. 

1. The first estate of ‘the Diabolos,’ or the 
devil, is authoritatively spoken of by our Lord 


‘as a being in ‘the truth. ‘Your father the devil 


. abode not in the truth”! Again, the great 
Head of the Church reveals His own Divine 
knowledge of the fearful rebellion of the Evil 
One. Saith He, ‘I beheld Satan, as lightning, 
fall from heaven.’? . The late Dean Alford, on 
this place, has observed :—‘ This verse has been 
generally misunderstood, and its force lost, by 
imagining it to refer to some triumph just gained, 
which our Lord announces as the reason for 
their [the Apostles’] newly manifested power. The 


‘truth is, that in this brief speech He sums up 


proleptically, as so often in the discourses of John, 
the whole great conflict with, and defeat of, the 


1 John viii. 44. * Luke x. 18. 
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Power of Evil, from the first even till accomplished 
by His own victory. “I beheld” refers to the 
original fall of Satan, when he lost his place as an 
angel of light, not keeping his first estate; which 
fall, however, had been proceeding ever since step 
by step, and shall do so till all things be put under 
the feet of Jesus who was made lower than the 
angels. And this “I beheld” belongs to the period 
before the foundation of the world when He abode 
in the bosom of the Father. He is to be the great 
Victor over the adversary, and this victory began 
when Satan fell from heaven. “As lightning” 
implies not the suddenness only of the fall, but 
the brightness of the fallen angel also. The de- 
scription is not figurative, but /zerad, i.e. as far as 
Divine words can be said to be literal, being 
accommodated to our sensuous’ conceptions.’! 
The proud and ambitious spirit that animated 
ancient Babylon was, and in our dispensation and 
day the mystical Babylon, is, essentially Satanic ; 
and though that passage in Isaiah may have a 
reference to both those great systems of evil, yet 
certainly to the author of them both with greater 
propriety—‘ How art thou fallen from heaven, O | 
Lucifer [margin, Daystar], son of the morning! | 
How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst | 
weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thy 


1 Vide Alford’s Greek Testament (4th ed.) 2 doco. 
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heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God : I will sit also upon 
the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north; I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds ; I will be like the Most High.’ ! 

As to the question of the immediate cause of 
the casting out of the ‘Son of the Morning,’ and 
his being driven from the scene of his first estate 
(the abode of the truth), we may turn to the 
Apostle’s words in 1 Tim. ili, 6, a passage whichis 
pointless unless the certainty of the fact that the 
_devil was condemned for pride be accepted— 
‘lest, being lifted up with pride, he fall into the 
condemnation of the devil.’ 

The time or occasion when the great angelic 
rebellion and apostasy took place has not been 
clearly revealed to us in God’s Word. Nor should 
we speculate upon the subject. Some, and 
amongst such very eminent and devout divines, 
have expressed their opinion that the provocation 
arose through the revelation to the angels of 
God’s purpose to place this world of ours under 
_ the dominion of man—‘the JZan, Christ Jesus.’ ? 
. Certain we are of this, that max is the special 
object of the Devil’s hate, the selected victim of his 
malignity. Both the ‘ first man’ and ‘the Second 
Man, both he who was ‘of the earth earthy,’ 
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and also He who was ‘the Lord from heaven,’ 
were peculiarly and distinctly subjected to his 
attacks. In each case, let it be well observed, 
Satan’s aim was the same—déo depose man from the 
postition in which God had placed him in this lower 
world. In the one case he would persuade man 
that he was a ‘god,’ in the other he would have, 
Christ believe that He was but a‘man.’ This may, 
then, to some extent help us, but only help; it 
cannot determine for us the nature of the sin which 
‘cost Satan his place in the heavenlies. Certain we 
are (for the Epistle to the Hebrews records as 
much) that when God brought His first begotten 
into the world, His command was: ‘And let a 
the’ angels of God worship Him’ (Heb. i. 6). 
Equally certain are we that Christ was, in some 
sense, ‘the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.’ But must we restrict this latter scripture, as 
to the note of time, to that sentence which Jehovah 
passed upon the Serpent in the garden of Eden? Or 
was there in the heavenlies, long before, some decla- 
ration of the Divine counsels, as, for instance, that 
word : ‘ Zen Thou spakest in vision to Thy Holy 
One, and saidst, I have laid help upon One that is 
mighty, I haveexalted Onechosen outof the people.’ ” 
However this may be, no sooner was man placed 
in this lower world: and declared by his Maker to 
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be ‘very good’ than this fallen spirit brought his 
‘subtlety to bear on the human mind with a view 
to extending his own fallen kingdom. For it is 
very clear by the written Word, that the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that works in the 
hearts of sinful men, is the head of a vast system 
of fallen intelligences. ‘We are legion’ is the 
motto inscribed upon the black banner of angelic 
rebellion. Nor is this awful claim any vain 
boast. 

Whatever the sin which rallied together in the 
heavenlies the rebel angel host, ‘ Lucifer,’ that ‘son 
of the morning,’ was accepted as their chief. And 
it is noteworthy that with zm, rather than with 
them, the God of heaven ever after deals in all 
matters affecting the domain of sin. Observe, for 
instance, when enquiry ismade in the garden of Eden 
as touching the fall of man, Jehovah addresses not the 
wicked angel ost, but one person (in the form of a 
serpent), ‘Because thou [not ye] hast done this, 
thou art cursed above all cattle’! And the Lord 
Jesus Christ, on the occasion of His driving out a 
legion of devils from the poor Gadarene, when 
He spoke to the diabolical host within, used 
- the singular number—‘ What is ¢#y name? And 
he (ze. the Devil) said, LEGION; because many 
devils were entered into him. And ¢hey besought 
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Him that He would not command ‘hem to go out 
into the deep [or abyss].’! And still more forcibly 
St. Mark’s account. ‘He asked him, What is chy 
name? And “Ze answered, saying, Wy name is 
LEGION ; for we are many. And he besought Him 
much, that He would not send them away out of 
the country. And all the devils besought Hiny, 
saying, Send ws into the swine, that we may enter 
into them.’ ? 

In passing, it may not be out of place to 
remark upon the suggestive view that this reve- 
lation of Satan’s resources affords. What, my 
reader, must be the extent of the world of fallen 
spirits over which Diabolos presides, when, as in 
this case, ‘a legion, or from 3000 to 6000 of 
his host, ave spared to possess one poor sinful 
man ! 

From this branch of our Laneee the first, or 
unfallen, estate of the prince of devils, let us now 
pass to a brief consideration of 

2. His present estate. We have gathered up 
from Scripture that he is a spiritual being—that is, 
a being possessing a spirit nature. His fellow 
angels are called ‘ wicked spirits,’* ‘ unclean spirits, ‘ 
‘evil spirits.> Once having stood in the truth, 
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Satan intellectually knows the truth. ‘The devils 
also believe.’ Now, these fallen spirits, these spiri- 
tual beings who apostatised from their first estate, 
and were cast down from their heavenly inheritance, 
have, by the direct will of Jehovah, a present, 
though but temporary, abode in this sinful world of 
ours. They seem to have power given them to 
range theair we breathe, even though they are bound 
in ‘chains of darkness.’ Those chains of dark- 
ness, too, are held in the sovereign hand of Him to 
whom angels, and principalities, and powers are 
subject.2 Man—fallen man—affords these rebel 
spirits full opportunity for the display of their en- 
mity against the Most High, It is through the 
medium of our sinful flesh that these spirits chiefly 
continue to act in antagonism to the Holy God. 
Cast out of their original domain, they seek a tem- 
porary refuge in the hearts of us rebel men, and 
daringly use us as their instruments of sinning on 
still till the decreed judgment overtakes them and 
they are cast into the pit of endless torment.‘ 
‘Art Thou come hither to torment us before the 
™ time?’ was their significant complaint in the day 
when by the finger of God the Man Christ Jesus 
cast some of them out of the afflicted sons of men. 
The Satanic host, headed by its prince, has 
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been mysteriously permitted, then, for a while,to lift 
up itself in pride against the living God on this earth 
of ours and through human agency. For, doubt- 
less, the wickedness of the devil is capable of 
increase. Though Satan be a wicked spirit, and, 
as to inclination, full of wickedness, so that “e 
cannot but sin, yet, inasmuch as we cannot ascribe 
the attribute of infinity to him, it must be admitted 
that, as to acts of sin at least, he may be more or 
less sinful. Hence we are told, ‘The devil is 
come down unto you, having great wrath, because 
he knoweth that he hath but a short time’! Let 
ibe noted here, first, that. his wrath is. called, 
‘great, implying greater than at other times ; and, 
secondly, that external motion influences him, as 
the shortness of his time, which prevails with him 
to draw forth greater acts of fury. 

Now, nothing is more proper to beget malice 
than hurts, punishments, and degradations. Satan’s 
curse, though just, fills him doubtless with rage, 
and with a spirit of fretting against God, especially 
when he considers that from his former dig- 
nity, as a blessed angel, he is now cast down on 
earth, and is only waiting the end of his usurped 
reign here to be driven into the abyss of end- 
less misery. This degradation of his, too, is in- 
creased by the fulfilment of that curse which fell 
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upon him through his deposing the first Adam: 
‘Dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life.’ Dis- 
appointment and defeat are the characteristics of 
his sojourn on the earth. Just when he seems to 
triumph against the Most High he is cast down 
beneath the feet of Him who spoils him by death 
and resurrection. Thus, then, does Satan’s fall 
enrage him, and the more so when he sees how 
Divine grace by Jesus Christ is reinstating fallen 
man—yea, placing him in a position of in- 
alienable and endless blessedness. His envy and 
pride boil up to madness—for envy is the only 
result that the utterly miserable and lost experience 
at the sight of happiness which they know they can 
never enjoy—his envy and his pride are continually 
provoked by the contrast of his own unredeemed 
and unredeemable condition, and that of the 
children of Abraham whose nature (and not that 
of angels) the Divine Redeemer took upon Him- 
self. How forcibly is this fact illustrated by 
the case of Cain and Abel! See how the devil, 
‘of’ whom Cain is in Holy Scripture said to be— 
he was ‘of that wicked one’ !—see how he devised 
a deadly, envious, malicious blow at that first saint 
of the Lord—‘ righteous,’ redeemed, accepted Abel 
—and stirred up one of his own doomed seed to 
strike it! Ah! asks the Spirit—the Spirit of 
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truth—‘ wherefore’! did that murderous brother 
slay God’s saint? Because his own works were 
evil, and his brother’s righteous.2, It was Satanic 
envy that shed that innocent blood. 

And thus too it is still. This deadly Spirit of 
Evil, this enemy of all righteousness, is ever busy 
driving his horrid trade of soul-murder in our own 
midst. His malice, his envy, and his ill-will .to 
God and man are by no means abated in these last 
days. His time is short. He is very angry. 
Never, in all the 6000 years of his reign as the 
prince of darkness and god of this age, was he 
more active or successful in his dealings with a 
fallen world. His case, so far as regards personal 
escape from the wrath to come, is absolutely 
without hope. The decree of his doom is registered 
in high heaven, and ke knows zt! Therefore will 
he spare no pains while yet time lasts to put forth 
all his craft, power, and malice against the Church 
of God. As to the world, he knows that ‘hat lies 
in him, ‘the Wicked One.’? Inthe case of the un- 
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3 ¢The whole world eth tn wickedness’ 1 Johnv.19, So 
the Authorised Version translates the original—6 kéopos ddos ev 
T@ movnpe ketrat. But Alford and others have more specifically 
expressed the potential and personal headship of the world 
thus—‘ zz the Wicked One. And here it may be re- 
marked that there is little room for question as to that 
petition in the Lord’s Prayer—pdoa: nuas amd tov movnpov— 
that it implies deliverance from the Evil One, and not from 
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believing and disobedient ‘his goods are in peace.’ 
The godless are his blinded slaves. Surely nothing 
less than Satanic power is implied in that scrip- 


ture which says :—‘ If our gospel be “zd, it is hid to | 


them that are lost: in whom the god of this 
-world hath blinded the minds of them that believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should shine unto them.’ ! 
Perhaps no more fearful evidence that the devil is 
on earth and enthroned in the heart of man can 
‘be given than that multitudes hear the Gospel of 
God’s salvation, not only without spiritual benefit, 
but to oppose it, to contemn it, and to trample 
it under foot as offensive to natural pride and 
man’s boasted free-will. This present estate of 
Satan on earth, however, is but for a time, a 
time decreed. Fallen from the heéavenlies in 
the pride of his rebellion, and not yet humbled, 
he shall shortly be bruised under the feet of 
the now persecuted Church of the First-born ;? 
for that Church, seated beside her glorious Lord 
Jesus, shall, with Him, judge angels* and the 
world,’ shall raise the hallelujah song and shout 


evil itself only. Amongst the eminent authorities who have 
read rov wovnpov in the masculine rather than in the neuter 
gender are Chrysostom (A.D. 397-407), Theophylact (A.D. 
1071), Erasmus, Beza, and others (Reformation period). 
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the triumphs of that blood of the Lamb by which, 
with the word of their testimony, they shall have 
overcome that old serpent, called the Devil and 
Satan !! 

May grace be ours to lay to heart these 
solemn things concerning the kingdom of dark- 
ness and the kingdom of light, and especially 
may God the Spirit enable us to be sober and 
vigilant because of our adversary, whether he 
come in the grosser temptations of the flesh, or 
Else as an apostle of Christ,:an angel of light. 
His name is Legion—they that are with him are 
many ! 
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GHAPTER it 


ON THE PRINCEDOM OF THE DEVIL. 


We now come to a consideration of Satanic 
. headship—the princedom of the great fallen 
spirit. 

In this matter of headship, as in so many 
other respects, the devil has succeeded with 
marvellous skill in counterfeiting the things of 
God’s Christ and of His spiritual kingdom. 

That notable scene in the wilderness of Judea, 
when, as recorded by St. Luke, the devil took 
Jesus up into a high mountain, showed Him the 
kingdoms of this economy, or world, in a moment 
of time, and then addressed Him, saying, ‘ All this 
power will I give Thee, and the glory of them; 
for that is delivered unto.me, and to whomsoever 
I will I give it,’ vividly illustrates this subject 
.at the outset. Satan claims to be a king and 
a god: And indeed, within certain limits, and 
those by no means circumscribed, such he is. The 
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statements of Holy Scripture leave us without 
room to doubt that ¢he devil is a prince, or head, 
over angels, over men, and over a world of spiritual 
darkness. The titles which the Holy Spirit has 
been pleased to use of the great fallen spirit 
abundantly prove, as we have seen, the nature of his 
office and dominion. It is not often that the great 
Jehovah—He who sitteth upon the circle of the 
earth, to whom the inhabitants thereof are but as 
grasshoppers—He who views the nations of the 
earth as but a drop of a bucket, who taketh up the 
isles as a very little thing—speaks of anyone be- 
sides Himself as ‘great. Yet, when that Evil One 
is spoken of in his final overthrow, it is as ‘the. 
great dragon... that old serpent, called the Devil | 
and Satan.’! 

And great indeed he is, whether we consider 
his power, the extent of his territory, or the nature 
of his kingdom. The hosts that obey his com- 
mands are reckoned by myriads, and the service 
they render him is willing and complete ; for those 
who are subject to his rule are said in Scripture 
to be ‘taken captive by him at his will’? In 
pursuing our observations, the reader’s careful 
attention will be called to most certain proofs, 
taken from the infallible Word of God, that the 
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princedom or headship of the devil extends over 
. three distinct empires, namely :— 

I. Over angels. 

2. Over men. 

3. Over a world of sin. 

4. And that this triple empire is subject to the 
devil, for a while, by the sovereign will of the living 
God, for His own all-wise purposes and final 
glory. 

May the Spirit of truth now direct us while 
we contemplate in the mirror of the Word that 
revelation of Satan’s headship which it has pleased 
our God to give us for warning and practical use! 
For surely no revelation on this or any other 
aspect of the unseen world of spirits had been 
afforded us, unless it were for our spiritual profit 
and information. 

1. In the first place, then, we are called by 
Holy Scripture to know that the devil has an 
imperial power over certain beings entitled ‘ANGELS.’ 
In the first chapter it was pointed out that zwo 
distinct orders of angelic beings are spoken of in 
the Word of God, viz. ‘the elect angels,’ and 
‘the angels that kept not their first estate,’ 
Allusion was also made to those inspired passages - 
which interchangeably speak of these fallen crea- 
tures as ‘angels’ and ‘spirits’—‘ unclean spirits,’ 
Not to traverse afresh that ground, the reader’s 
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mind is therefore led at once to those places of 
Holy Writ which more or less distinctly teach us 
that there is one chief, presiding, influential spirit 
energising and directing the movements of the 
rest. The apostasy of Satan, when he fell from 
heaven in the presence of Christ, who personally 
affirmed the fact, was not solitary, but, so far 
as regards a vast host of the angelic world, 
corporate. For we are at liberty to take the title 
‘Satan’ as generic, as well as personal and spe- 
cific Our Lord thus employs it when He says, 
‘If Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against 
himself, ! an expression which He amplifies in 
the following verse thus:—‘If I by Beelzebub 
Sacevout devils, &c. Add to this that .it) is 
written ‘the avge/s that. sinned, ?. God ‘éast 
down;’ ‘the angels which kept not their first 
estate [margin, principality], but left their own 
habitation. Then, that the arch-fiend who, more 
properly, bears the titles of ‘Accuser of the Brethren’ 
and ‘the Destroyer, has an empire in these fallen 
spirits or angels—see that well-known passage in 
Matt. xxv. 41, where the final judgment. of the 
kingdom of darkness is portrayed in the language 
of the Divine Judge Himself: ‘Everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels’ The 
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original word generally used of this fallen host 
‘of spirits is ‘demons’! (always so in the case of 
possessions). And the devil-in-chief takes his 
title from his headship over these. Thus Matt. 
xii. 24-26, refers to him as ‘ Beelzebub, the prince 
of the demons.’ 

This company of fallen spirits is often spoken 
of under designations which set forth in terrible 


1 Aaimoma and Aaiuoves (demons). The former word is used 
sixty times in the New Testament, and it is not without sig- 
nificance that of these forty-one are in the /wra/ number. In 
all cases the word is rendered devi/ and devils, excepting Acts 
xvil. 18, where it is translated ‘gods.’ The original word comes 
from daiw, to know, and, as Toplady has remarked, this title 
“has probably been given to the apostate spirits, as implying 
‘ their depth of skill, and the exquisite subtlety of their know- 
ledge” (See Creed of Devils Considered.) The Gentile 
theology of demons was that a sort of demi-gods or inter- 
mediary deities existed in the souls of dead men who had 
been more than ordinarily famous in their generation. And 
itis to these that St. Paul refers in 1 Cor. x. 20, though 
doubtless (as Alford observes) the truth was that the Gentiles 
did their sacrifice to devils, heathendom being subject to the 
rule of Satan. A clear distinction is observed in Scripture 
between the two words daidmov and d:iaBoros, the latter occur- 
ring in the New Testament upwards of thirty times. Posses- 
sions are zever attributed to 6 dia8odos, who certainly is an in- 
dependent being, a chief, the A/w7a/ number being employed 
in the New Testament for human beings only in three places, 
where it is rendered ‘slanderers’ and ‘false accusers’ (1 


Tim. iii. 11; 2 Tim. iii. 3; Titus ii. 3). Moreover, when the * 


discriminating appellation of the Prince of the Demons is 
given in Scripture, Saudmoyv is never one. ‘O didBodos stands 

.in the midst of the daiudma as a solitary being, the only one 
of his kind (Vide Campbell’s Hour Gospels, diss. vi.) 
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atray the gigantic character of the kingdom of » 
Satan. ) | 

The Spirit of truth has borne witness to the 
present state of the monarchy of evil by entitling 
its agencies ‘principalities’ (or dominions), 
‘powers’ (or authorities), ‘rulers of the darkness 
of this world,’ ‘spiritual wickedness in heavenly 
places, or things! What the service is which 
this vast concourse of powers renders to its 
chief, and which, while but partially revealed in 
Scripture, is yet to some extent deducible from it, 
is left to be treated of in the next chapter under 
the head of the Power and Activity of the Devil. 
But that there is an unholy unity of action, and, 
indeed, a uniformity of purpose, in the kingdom of 
darkness, is clear by that statement of the Lord 
Jesus Christ wherein He says that when the 
unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he (i.e. the 
demon) goeth about seeking another habitation— 
a place of rest (as if that were possible out of 
God !), and finding none he takes with him seven— 
not numerically, but potentially, and by conspiracy 
—seven other spirits more foul than himself, and re- 
enters the citadel of the garnished heart of man. 
Here our Lord clearly hints at orxganisation and | 
oneness of purpose in the world of unclean spirits 
in its bearing on mankind. And, in passing, 
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let it be well observed by us that the ruling policy 
of Satan and his angel legion is to hinder by all 
means the prosperity of the kingdom of Christ on 
earth. By an almost infinite variety of means 
does the Prince of Darkness seek to impede the 
progress and final triumph of the Light of Life. 
Having himself sacrificed all interest in the 
heavenlies by his own disobedience, he fain would 
drag down all creation with him into the black 
abyss. Restlessly have he and his myriad com- 
panions sought for 6000 years to blind the minds 
of the children of men to the one only Gospel of 
salvation—to the sole way of escape from the 
righteous wrath to come. And this leads me to 
the second empire of Satan, to the next aspect 
of his headship or princedom, namely— 

2. That which extends over MEN. And itis here 
where probably the awful magnitude of the devil’s 
kingdom appears to us more appreciably. The 
fact that the devil is a spirit, and that those who 
are associated with him are spirits, or beings of an- 
other and a much more exalted order than our- 
selves, necessarily makes it less easy for us to 
estimate the nature of that zzvzszb/e empire of hell. 

What a picture of perfect dominion over the heart 
of fallen man does Holy Scripture give us of the 
devil! His verytitle, ‘Devil’ (0 dsa8oX0s), implies his 
purpose to break bonds and setat variance. And in 
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this work of setting man against his Divine Maker, 
and man against man, is he ever busily engaged. 
Himself armed with ‘power,’ ! ‘wiles,’ ? ‘devices,’ 3 
‘fiery darts, 4 ‘depths,’ ° he and his are able to come 
up with terrible forces upon the already depraved 
and rebellious children of men, and with but little 
ado to stir them up to increased enmity against God 
and the will of God. Small temptation is needed, 
alas! to get poor fallen man to arm himself with 
the weapons of active unbelief, impenitence, preju- 
dice, pride, and self-righteousness. The devil in- 
dwelling san is represented as being like a strong 
man garrisoned and so holding his palace in peace.® 
That is, the natural man is in peace—the peace of 
Spiritual death. Born into darkness, we all, by 
nature, know not that there is any state better than 
our bondage to Satan,and he is too wise to disturb 
such a reign of ignorance. But how, it may be 
asked, did this subtle spirit get possession of man- 
kind? Here we tread on holy ground, and need 
step with prayerful caution. Certain we are of this 
at the outset, that the great fallen spirit with his 
attendant hosts had never been suffered to hold 
man in his power, or to rule over the human mind 
in all but sovereignty of evil, had not the eternal 
Jehovah determined it so to be. Two or three 
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scriptures will help us to trace the providential and 
legal causes of this acquired lordship of Satan over 
man. We shall trace the matter backwards from 
the inspired declaration—‘ Him that had the power 
of death—that is, the devil! ‘The wages of szzis 
death. * ‘By one man szz entered into the world, 
and death by sin’? ‘The Serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtlety.* Here, then, is the link sup- 
plied which connects the devil with fallen man, and 
in virtue of which demoniacal dominion was obtained. 
The administration of the sentence of sin, so far 
as the effects of sin in man are concerned, was 
~committed to the devil as God’s executioner. For 
it is certain that the rule of the devil as ‘the god of 
this world’—this fallen world—is only a delegated 
rule. ss much as this is admitted by the great 
enemy himself in that temptation of our blessed 
Lord when, showing Him the kingdoms of the world 
in a moment of time, he added, ‘ For that is de- 
livered unto me.’* 

The sin of disobedience, then, is the characteristic 

Seen. Al 14. * ROD. Vis 23. _ § Rom. vee 

ere. Cor. x. 3: 

° “Is delivered unto me. Luke iv. 6. Bengel observes, 
‘ This was not entirely false,’ while Alford takes an opposite 
view. How anyone can question Satan’s delegated headship 
over all that is called ‘the world’ in Holy Scripture it is 
difficult to see so long as it is emphatically asserted by the 


Holy Ghost that ‘the whole world lieth zz the Wicked One’ 
(Greek, 1 John v. 19). 
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which men and devils possess incommon. Though 
the extent of the guilt of these two orders of God’s - 
creation differ, as it does also in regard to kind, yet 
in both cases separation of the creature from the 
Creator has resulted. And there is a sort of fit- 
ness of things traceable in the fact that the more 
excellent, the higher order, of apostate beings. 
exercises Zeadship over the lower. As inthe world 
of men the stronger ever finally reduces the weak 
so it is in the spiritual world. These angelic 
principalities and powers, by their subtlety and 
superior wisdom, have the advantage over the 
spirits of fallen men, and lead them captive in 
chains of sin and corruption. 

But, in addition to all this, there is a predispo- 
sition on the part of rebellious man to follow the 
Prince of Darkness in his imperial policy of oppo- 
sition to the Most High. Theservants of sin obey 
the behests of sin with a willing mind. And this 
gives their crafty head the greater advantage. 
Thus both weak and willing is the natural man 
——weak as regards nature when compared with 
those exalted spiritual intelligences under whose 
influence he lies, and willing by reason of that 
Satanic corruption of the mind which was injected 
at the fall—willing to walk on in darkness and to 
feject ttheslioht;. For, says the Apostle, ‘If our 
gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost, in 
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whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them.’? . 

But is this kingdom of darkness on earth to last 
for ever? Nay, verily. For already the true light 
shineth. The Sun of Righteousness hath risen upon _ 
a dark world, and shined not only unto but into 
many poor benighted minds. A multitude no man 
can number has been delivered out of the kingdom 
of darkness and brought into the kingdom of God’s 
dear Son. And, for the rest, the reign of the prince 
of this world is only for a time, even till ‘the mys- 
tery of God’? be fulfilled. The headship of Satan 
on earth is, it would seem, the last form of govern- 
ment he will be permitted to administer. Mean- 
while he does but sit upon a throne that totters to 
its fall. He ranges his kingdom in servile chains. 
The certain doom foretold is ever present to his 
mind. Jealous he is of every moment of respite. 
‘Art thou come hither to torment us before the 
time ?’3 was his pitiful complaint when the hand of 
Divine power was once casting out some of the un- 
clean host from an elect vessel of mercy. 

A Stronger than he stands for the people, the 
tempted, persecuted people of God. ‘And he 
showed me Joshua the high priest standing before 
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the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his 
right hand to resist him. And the Lord said unto 
Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the 
Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee ; is 
not this a brand plucked out of the fire?’! Thus 
the lawful prey is wrested from the grasp of Satan 
by the Almighty and Gracious One who was mani- 
fested to ‘destroy the works of the devil.’ ? 

3. Yet, thirdly, therezs a world of SIN around us, 
over which Satan temporarily presides. The lust of | 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life— | 
that trinity of evil—has its animating, energising 
source in this world’s prince. Too much of the 
pomp of terrene thrones and principalities, the 
ambitious schemes of earth’s great ones, selfish in 
their conception, and too often oppressive in their 
realisation, owe alike their authorship and end to the 
prince of the power of the air, to the rulers of the 
spiritual ignorance of this world. The influence, 
direct and indirect, of the devil on the affairs of 
nations and of individuals is set forth on many a 
page in Scripture. Was it not he whostirred up King 
David to sin against the God of Israel by number- 
ing the hosts of his armies, as though strength to 
prevail lay in an arm of human might? It was he, 
too, who used as his choice instrument the traitor 
Judas to slay the Lord of glory. It was Satan who, 
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by divine arrangement, laid violent hands upon the 
family, the property, and the person of God’s beloved 
servant, Job. It was he who could be a lying 
spirit in the mouths of the prophets of Ahab to 
lead that wicked king to destruction through open 
opposition to the Divine word and revelation. - 

The order of this visible world, then, is, it 
would seem, in some mysterious sense, subject to 
the interference of that spirit who is consequently 
called ‘the god of this world.’ So great, too, is 
this dominion of his that when the lawful Heir of 
the kingdoms of our world visited the earth, the 
eyes of the children of men were hidden that they 
should not know ‘the Christ of God.’ 

And, however some men have endeavoured to 
explain away by a system of types and figures the 
plain declarations of God’s Word, it does seem (if 
we accept the obvious meaning of certain passages) 
that this delegated prince of the power of the air 
and ‘god of this world’ has granted him, for pur- 
poses hidden from us, some sort of access into the 
heavenly places themselves. This question, and the 
kindred subjects of Satan’s activity and power, 
however,’are reserved for the ensuing chapter. 

It only remains, after this hasty glance at 
Satan’s princedom over angels, men, and a world 
of outward sin, to ask, in all reverence and godly 
fear— 
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4. Why this triple empire is for a while dele- 
gated by Fehovah to His own and man’s great 
enemy ? Doubtless for Jehovah’s own greater 
glory. For He, being alone God, doeth as He will 
‘in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants 
of the earth.’’ It is He, and He only, who ‘ putteth 
down one and setteth up another.’? But another 
and more particular reason may be assigned, 
namely, that the Divine grace might be magnified. 
Jehovah is absolutely free to determine not only 
the ezd but the means whereby to exalt His holy 
character and Divine name. And wecan see, even 
with our small measure of light, that it were a 
richer grace to raise a sinful beggar from the dung- 
hill of the fall and to place him on a throne of 
heavenly glory than to promote an unfallen angel 
to a place at the right hand of the Divine majesty 
on high. Thus a mighty angel was suffered to fall 
from his original state of exaltation in the heaven- 
lies that he might be instrumental, however unin- 
tentionally, of bringing max, guilty, vile, and re- 
bellious, into union with God Himself, and of 
giving him an inheritance amongst the sons and 
daughters of the Lord God Almighty. 
But it is with well nigh absolute certainty that 
such as are delivered out of Satan’s kingdom have 
a right to look forward to a final and open triumph 
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of God’s Church over this proud ‘ Lucifer,’! who now 
in lordly rule sits on the delegated throne of evil 
in the hearts of the children of disobedience. 
There is surely some meaning yet future in that. 
scripture which bids us remember that we ‘shall 
judge angels,’ yea, and shall ‘judge the world, ? 
God, ‘the very God of peace shall druzse Satan 
under your feet shortly.’? That judgment and the 
doom to follow will occupy their due place in our 
considerations hereafter. 

Wisdom, grace, and power Divine, will, in that 
day, be fullyvindicated by the Judge of all the Earth ; 
and that which to us now appears to be the greatest of 
all evils—that the devil should have such awful au- 
thority delegated to him by Jehovah overangels,men, 
and the external world—will, like every other thing 


1 ¢Lucifer” Sbyq (Is. xiv. 12), according to the Sept. 
Vulg. Targ. Rabbin. Luth., signifies drz//ant star—stella 
Jucida, in which case it would come from the root $bm, to 
shine ; but others trace the word to bby, Zo cry out, to howl 
violently. And whether the title in this scripture refer more 
especially to the fall of the Chaldean monarch, or to that of 
his prototype, it is clear both that the spirit of ambition and 
proud enmity against the throne of Jehovah underlie this 
deposition, and that the overthrow is disastrous and woful. 
It is worthy of notice here that this title is a gross usurpation 
of one properly belonging to God’s own King—‘ The Bright and 
Morning Star’—(Rev. xxii. 16), who at His second coming shall 
be manifested as ‘the blessed and ov/y Potentate, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords’ (1 Tim. vi. 15). 
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which God ‘hath made crooked, yield to the 
touch of His own judicial interpretation, and also 
afford the blood-bought and blood-washed multi- 
tude of the Church cause for everlasting song. 

Meanwhile, my reader, may the gracious Spirit 
enable you and me practically to bear in mind :— 

That the devil'is the prince or head of an 
ever-busy legion of evil spirits whose common’ 
purpose is to draw us aside from the Lord, and 
whose subtle powers are more than a match for our 
poor unaided resistance. 

That the devil is the head of a world of fallen 
men, and that he has a divinely delegated, though 
restricted, dominion over their corrupt natures and 
sinful persons. 

That to the same arch-spirit of evil is com- 
mitted the sensuous and visible world around us, 
which he is ever presenting to our natural eye 
and pride in competition with those invisible and 
spiritual realities which faith alone can appreciate. 

And, lastly, that, these things being so, how 
fearful, how prayerful, how watchful, need we ever 
be as daily we pass through the hosts of these 
spiritual and secret enemies of our souls! 
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CHAPTER ive 


ON THE POWER AND ACTIVITY OF THE DEVIL. 


WHATEVER was.the original transgression of the 
devil and the other angels that sinned, by reason of 
which they were cast out of heaven (although, as 
we have already seen, it is not improbable that it 
was pride), yet of this we are by Scriptural warrant 
certain, that, on the occasion of his successful temp- 
tation of man in the garden of Eden, the curse of 
Jehovah Al€him was openly pronounced upon him. 
‘Because thou hast done this thou art cursed.’! 
That curse has yet in all its mysterious terrors to 
. be fully inflicted. Everlasting chains reserve under 
darkness—the hopelessness of despair—the entire 
company of the apostate angelic world. And yet, for 
all-wise reasons, and surely both for His own greater 
glory and the more extensive well-being of the 
Church, Jehovah suffers the great tempter and 
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his myriad agents to range this fallen world of 
ours for a while in the exercise of mysterious, 
awful, and very varied powers of evil. Unrepent- 
ant, unhumbled in his nature, notwithstanding 
that he knowingly waits but a little while to be 
cast into the lake of eternal fire, Satan ruthlessly 
prosecutes his subtle schemes of opposition against 
the Most High God, against His Christ, against the 
redeemed Church on earth, and against the common 
Hiterests, oi the human race. A‘ rebel, a seducer,! 
and an outlaw, Satan is ceaselessly engaged in plot- 
ting against the Divine glory and rights, and in 
pressing or enticing into his service the unwary, the 
godless, and the vicious from amongst the children 
of men. Indeed, much more than this. For the 
very ‘sons of God,’ those whom grace has separated 
from the world and from courses of sin, are specially 
subject to his influences, and too often do they fall 
into the snares and traps he sets for their souls. 


1 In 1 Tim. iv. 1, we find this title, ‘ seducing spirits,’ used 
prophetically of the Satanic conspiracy as working through 
the ‘apostasy’ of the ‘latter times ’—mpooéyovres mvevpace 
midvos. This title, mAdvos (from mAdvyn, a wandering ; deceit, 
deception, delusion, imposture, fraud), implies a wanderer, a 
vagabond ; deceiving, seducing, an impostor. This phase of 
Satanic character and activity may well be pondered in con- 
nection with 2 Cor. xi. 13-15, in which case the perils of our 
own days when religious errors abound, such as Mariolatry, 
Spiritualism, prayers for the dead, and the like, will be read 
in their true light, as being the work of dececving spirits. 

E2 


52 ‘The Satan of Scripture. 


Nay, even the First-begotten of the Father, the 
Holy One of Israel who was separate from sinners 
when on our earth, was Himself the constant 
object of Satanic attack, malevolence, and perse- 
cution. Significantly enough ‘does this master- 
spirit bear the title of Adversary. 

The persistency, too, with which the devil dis- 
charges the awful functions of his princely office 
amongst us is terrible to contemplate. For, as 
has been well said by one,—‘ When we reflect on 
the extent of our globe, on the number of its in- 
habitants, an ever-changing, ever-increasing popu- 
lation during almost sixty centuries, and the vast 
varieties of mind, temper, disposition, and circum- 
stances that prevent the history of any one among 
them from being the history of any other—when, 
too, we remember that of all these multitudes not 
one has escaped the temptations of the devil, and 
that the main bulk of the whole have been doing 
his will, promoting his interests, and acting in har- 
mony with his general design in the face of all the 
evidences that crowd around them to the being and 
power of a holy, just, and beneficent God—we truly 
must discern the characteristic of amazing activity 
in him who keeps so mighty a host true to his in- 
terests, and blind to their own.! The superhuman 
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power which this active spirit exercises over fallen 
men is fearful, inscrutable, and appalling in its 
character, extending, as it does, over mind, body, 
and estate. Alas! the fall of man from God 
has brought us and Satan into an alliance of: 
enmity against Jehovah. The empire of hell, the 
god of this world, and the natural heart of man, 
represent a threefold cord not quickly broken, a 
conspiracy which only the Omnipotence of the 
living and true God can effectually defeat. 

The purpose of the devil is to usurp the king- 
ship of Christ.1 The purpose of God is to ‘ destroy 
the works of the devil.’? Here, then, is a conflict 
which can only be determined by superior wisdom 
and might. And this conflict is being fought out 
on the face of this world of ours—indeed in the. 
very hearts of the children of men. The living 
battle-ground of such a warfare, an engagement 
between ‘ Michael and his angels’ and ‘the dragon 
and his angels,’ must needs be conscious of the 
strife. And in that very consciousness, or experi- 
mental sense of spiritual conflict, is found the con-. 
trast between the believer's inner life and that of 
one dead in trespasses and sins. The case of the 
believer with a tender conscience is :—‘ O wretched : 
man that I am who shall deliver me from this body 
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of death?’ while that of the graceless professor 
‘and mere worldling is :—‘Soul, thou hast ‘much 
goods laid up for many years; eat, drink, and be 
merry !’ 

In pursuing our enquiry as to the power and 
activity of the devil, I shall endeavour to lead the 
reader from a consideration of the general, compre- 
hensive, and more material aspects of the subject 
to the particular and personal, in humble hope and 
prayer that the Spirit of grace will apply for our 
instruction those scriptures which set out the in- 
sidious devices of our invisible but mighty foe. | 

We shall, then, proceed to contemplate : 

1. The activity of the devil ; and 

2. The power of the devil ; 
closing with a few brief observations on the 
pressing importance of our not continuing ignorant 
of his devices. 

To come, then, to the former of these considera- 
tions. | 

1. The activity of the devil. In pursuing this 
branch of our subject, our minds are at once led 
to those scriptures which represent the prince of 
the power of the air as ranging the entire world 
in a superintendence of the empire of sin. The 
‘opening pages of that chapter of tried grace—the 
Book of Job—afford us nota little light here. The 
Lord ever puts Hisown workin the furnace. Heart 
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work will always be tempted by the devil. Precious 
gold must be purged. Silver, if it is to be made 
meet for the Master’s use, must be purified seven 
times in the fire. ‘Hast thou considered My 
servant ?’! is God’s uniform question to the great 
adversary of the brethren regarding every elect 
wessel of mercy. Thus, then, in Job’s case. But 
note the preliminary enquiry—‘ The Lord said unto 
Satan, Whence comest thou?’ ?—and the signifi- 
cant reply: ‘From going to and fro in the earth, 
and from walking up and downin it.’ The original 
word here used by the devil for ‘ going’ is not that 
which means only a passing about from place to 
place, but rather a going about as a spy—to search, 
to enquire, to observe diligently all things while 
passing along. It is a going to and fro in the 
pursuit of knowledge, and as zucreasing his acquaint- 
ance with the adits, tempers, frailties, tendencies, 
and personal characters of the inhabitants of the 
earth, so that he may approach them by his 
temptations with greater confidence of success. 
This, then, is the devil’s unceasing occupation. 
Amidst all the restless travellers and explorers of 
the earth, none has ever travelled as Satan has, 
who, for well nigh six thousand years, has been 
compassing the globe, observing, noting, and 
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formulating the events of its history ; the rise, reign, 
and decay of its empires; the ambitions, oppres- 
sions, triumphs of its nationalities ; the ever chang- 
ing state of its interests, its common enmity against 
God, and its gradual ripening for final Divine 
judgment. By means of the countless hosts of 


fallen angels like himself, he is able to possess the — 


hearts of all the children of men at one and the same 
moment. The foolish device of the benighted con- 
ventualist, who thinks to escape the devil’s fell 
temptations because he is surrounded by the high 
and thick walls of a monastery, is one of Satan’s 
own invention. Cloisters are as open to the spirit 
of evil as they are to the air in which he lives and 
reigns. The strictest rules which the most rigid 
fleshly system of religion can impose cannot exor- 
cise that unclean spirit from the naturai heart, or 
bar it against the subtle approaches of him who 
can transform himself into an angel of light, and 
come to the soul wrapped up in the ordinances of 
the Gospel, and hidden beneath the covers of the 
very Bible itself. It matters not to which of the 
dispensations of God's government of the earth we 
turn; we are able to trace in them all the goings 
of this restless spirit of evil, and to track the trail 
of the great serpent all along the dusty course of 
past ages, from the days of the first sin of the 
first man éven until now. Coincidently with the 
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generation of the holy seed in the person of Abel 

may be traced in parallel the progeny of the serpent, 

and the finger may be unhesitatingly placed on the 

enmity that was planted at the fall between the two. 

How was it, it may be asked, that when Noah 

preached righteousness to the old world—Noah, 
' whose faith showed itself in the holy fruit of obedi- 

ence—how was it that, so far as Scripture informs 

us, out of an entire world not one convert was made 
to the truth of his doctrine? Who was it swept off 
the whole.generation of man into his own abode, 

excepting one family, that being saved by Divine 

grace alone? And who, if not this active, busy, 

subtle foe of God’s Church and people, was it that, 

so soon as the patriarch Noah sought to re-establish 

the earth, drew aside that holy man into the awful 

sin of intemperance, and thus laid a third part of 
his offspring under a Divine malediction,’ of which 

Satan knew only too well how to avail himself? 

The posterity of Canaan are accursed unto this day, 

and have ever been the marked subjects of the 

prince of hell. 

What shall we say to the history of the children 
of Israel as illustrating the same line of Satanic 
activity? As one has said, the devil ‘led’ 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob into acts of sinful 
dissimulation, Sarah into tyranny and _ injustice, 
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Rebecca and Leah into most gross deceit. In 
them he exhibited himself as ‘the father of lies ;’ 
and in the sons of Jacob he proved himself the 
‘murderer from the beginning.’ It was he who 
stirred up the king of Egypt to destroy the 
chosen seed, and who led the angry hosts of the 
Egyptians to destruction in the Red Sea, and so 
into hell. To whom, either, must all those fearful 
provocations of the Most High be attributed, 
when the redeemed people fell into the guilt of 
blasphemy, murmuring, idolatry, and unbelief, if 
not to him whose great aim was to draw them 
from their allegiance to Jehovah, and to entice 
them into that worship of devils which characterised 
the nations of those times? Well-nigh successful 
on one occasion did this diabolical scheme appear. 
Moses was. absent from Israel. He was in the 
mount with Jehovah, receiving the law of the 
testimony. The great tempter plied his trade 
with terrible activity ; for though but at most a 
few short months before Israel had been delivered 
by God’s mighty and merciful hand from Egypt, 
they forthwith fell to the worshipping of the work 
of their own hands! Then was the wrath of the 
Lord kindled against the children of Israel, and 
He had well-nigh cast them off ; but Moses stood 
up their intercessor, and there but fell of them 
3000 men. See again the activity of the devil 
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_ displayed in the pertinacity with which he stirred 
up Balak by Balaam to curse the chosen seed ; 
and although he did not succeed thus, yet presently 
he carried his point, for he drew them aside into 
unholy practices. ‘They were mingled among the 
heathen, and learned their works. And they 
served their idols, which were a snare unto them. 
Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters 
unto devils! And though mercy encompassed 
the people about, and they got their desire at last 
that a king should rule over them, yet what did 
it bring with it? Was not division presently sown 
in the land, and did not ten of the twelve tribes 
revolt, and, delivered over to Satan, where are they 
now? Who knows? Who can tell them amongst 
the nations of the earth? And though the other 
two tribes were, and have been, kept from falling 
into the idolatrous snare of the devil, has he not 
well succeeded in leading them to substitute the 
wordsoi- man for that of God, and, above ll, 
blinded their minds to reject the Prince of life, 
the Lord of glory, Messiah, the Sent of the 
Father? Yea, more, did he not by this very sin 
of theirs bring about the destruction of the Holy 
City, the dispersion of the remnant, and so entitle 
Israel the despised of the earth? What the 
state of the Gentile world was at the time of the 
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Incarnation may be well judged of by reference 
to the Ist chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. 
The whole world lay in the wicked one! Satanic 
‘ possession seems to have reached the zenith of its 
power. Men, women, and children were to be met 
with in the streets of the cities, in the villages, 
highways, and by-ways of Judea, in whom legions 
of unclean spirits held avowed and demonstrative 
possession. Throughout the life and mission of 
God’s dear Son on earth—of Him whose great 
work was to spoil principalities and powers—we 
find the devil ever actively engaged in an en- 
deavour to hinder, to disparage, to pervert, and 
to frustrate the progress of Christ. Having utterly 
failed to draw the Lord Jesus aside from his 
purpose of enduring the cross for the salvation 
of His Church, Satan sought by all means to 
divert the public mind from attaching to Jesus 
. and His work of mercy and grace that character 
of salvation which essentially belonged to them. 
Did Christ choose twelve disciples to continue 
with Him in His humiliation? Then was Satan 
at hand with one of his own ready agents to do 
his bidding. ‘Have not I chosen you twelve, and 
one of you is a devil?’! Did Christ cast out 
unclean spirits from the possessed children of men, 
and thus make visible assault on the kingdom 
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of the Prince of Darkness? Then was this deceiv- 
ing spirit near to suggest to the minds of the 
enemies of Christ that it was Satan who cast 
out Satan—it was Beelzebub in Jesus of Nazareth 
that wrought the miracle—nay, more, the Master 
of the house was Beelzebub.’ At another time he 
could approach the Lord through the medium of 
Peter's natural sympathy and love for Jesus, as 
once we read when Christ foretold his passion at 
Jerusalem. Simon took Jesus aside, saying, ‘ Far 
be it from Thee, Lord ; this shall not be unto Thee,’ 
whom the Captain of our salvation rebuked, say- 
ing, ‘Get thee behind me, Satax/’! And now 
what is it since neither wicked men nor malicious 
devils could hinder the Blessed One in the accom- 
plishing His loving purpose of dyzng, the Just for 
the unjust, that He might bring them to God? 
Why, Satan set himself about constituting a false, 
a counterfeit church, which, by its wondrous claims, 
its splendid wealth, its world-wide influence, should 
serve to strengthen his kingdom by competing in 
favourable worldly contrast with the poor, mean, 
feeble, and scattered Church of the living God. In 
proof hereof, let the Book of Revelation be read in 
' the light of that inspired prophecy concerning the 
great Christian apostasy and its head, the Antichrist, 
found in the 2nd Epistle to the Thessalonians : 
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‘Whose coming’ (that is, the manner of whose 
appearing, the growth of whose principles, the 
activity of whose agents)—‘is after the working 
of Satan.” And are there not clear and con- 
vincing proofs on every side of us to-day that 
when the Spirit ‘spake expressly’ by St. Paul, 
He spake greattruth? ‘In the latter times some 
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in 
hypocrisy.’! The activity of the devil is in our 
days a practical reality, in every department of 
national, social, political, and religious society 
and life. The air we breathe seems poisoned with 
the active presence of those foul spirits, those 
‘unclean spirits like frogs,’ those ‘ spirits of devils,’ 
which, we read, at the pouring out of the sixth 
vial, were to come into the world. 

But now to turn our attention to the second 
point of the subject :— 

2. [he power of the devil. It is very diffi- 
cult to fix the extent of Satan’s authority and 
potency—for I use the word power in both these 
senses. Certainly both are awfully great, whether 
we consider them in their bearing on fallen angels - 
or on fallen men. In a brief treatise like the 
present it is hopeless to do more than deal with 
the latter, and then only superficially. 
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The following considerations are, however, ad- 
duced rather by way of suggestion than otherwise. 
May the Spirit of truth lead my reader to search 
the Scriptures in pursuit of further instruction on 
the subject. Note well, then :— 

Satan’s power over man must needs be great, 
for he has the advantage of possessing a higher 
order of intelligence than man, being a sfzvit. 

Moreover, Satan has: a commission from the 
Most High. He touches the mind, body, or es- 
tate of a child of God by the most direct warrant 
of the Jehovah. 

His authority is not unlimited, however, and 
while he, by the will of the Lord, often does lay 
violent hands upon the. persons and property of 
God’s saints, yet he cannot touch a hair of 
their heads without the will of their Heavenly 
Father. 

The extent of his authority, both as to per- 
sons and things, is coextensive with his kingdom 
of darkness. Where darkness or ignorance of God 
is, there Satan sits a king, whether it be in an 
individual or a nation. But not as a king in that 
heart which Christ has by His Spirit made to be 
a throne for Himself. In the case of the believer 
. in Jesus, Satan’s power is not one of rule or reign ; it 
only comprehends the limits of Divine delegation, 
as in the instance of Job—‘Behold, he is in 
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thine hand, du¢ save his life’ '!—or in the case of 
Paul, who knew, like every other child of God, 
what a ‘ messenger of Satan,’ given by the Lord to 
buffet, means, against which Satanic temptation the 
Lord assured His servant, ‘My grace is sufficient 
lop tues, 

The integrity of the extraordinary license 
which the devil obtains from God in the exercise 
of those functions which attach to the prince of 
the power of the air in the invisible world is 
clearly proved by the Epistle of Jude. . The 
Apostle is there denouncing those who ‘speak evil 
of dignities.* ‘Yet, writes he, ‘Michael the Arch- 
angel, when, contending with the devil, he dis- 
puted about the body of Moses, durst not bring 
against him a railing accusation, but said, The 
Lord rebuke thee. This mysterious statement 
would have no relevancy to the argument in hand 
(which is that divinely constituted authority amongst 
men must be respected by maz) unless it implied 
that in the angelic world the highest archangel 
amongst the elect angels has in full view the 
divinely constituted economy of Satan’s kingdom, — 
power, and authority. 

Further, without entering deeply into so 
dark a mystery, there do seem to be some hints 
in the Word of God that in the discharge of 
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his appointed office, Satanx has some manner of 
access to the Most High. Remember, it was when 
the sons of God came to present themselves before 
Jehovah that Satan is said to have come along 
with them,! on which occasion we have it recorded 
that the Lord and Satan held conference as to 
trying the grace that was in Job. 

What, too, shallbe said to that other scripture in 
I Kings xxii. 21,22 ?—‘And there came forth a spirit 
and stood before the Lord, and said, / will per- 
suade him. And the Lord said unto him, Where- 
with? And he said, I will go forth, and I will bea. 
lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And 
He said, Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail 
also: go forth,anddoso. Itis nothing to the point 
to object that this was a vision. Was Micaiah, 
who had this vision, a true prophet or a false? 
He was a man of God. Then we must accept 
the vision as being accurate and truthful in its 
details and facts. Moreover, the sequel of the 
matter proves its truth, for all came to pass. 
Ahab believed the false prophet, went up to 
Ramoth-Gilead, and was slain there. And what 
Satan possessed of power in those days he has still. 
Indeed, the New Testament Scriptures bring him 
and his empire, the system of his government, his 
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activity and his power, more than ever prominently 
before us, as though to warn us in these last days 
of our greater danger. 

These occasional glimpses of the invisible 
world are exceedingly awful. Instead of regarding 
the great adversary of God and man as being 
contemptible and comparatively harmless, as, alas ! 
many professing Christians do, we can scarcely 
overrate his influence. Possessed of a power 
that we cannot estimate, and filled witha malignity 
the most direful and implacable, he is not a soli- 
tary individual waging war of rebellion and ruin 
single-handed ; but one having hosts unnumbered at 
his command, and doubtless knowing too well the 
value of order and subordination not to avail him- 
self, as a skilful general, of his whole disposable 
force.~ While foreknowledge is not his, omni- 
presence is not his, omniscience is not his; yet his 
‘calculations are marvellously accurate, his know- 
ledge and observation extensive beyond our ken, 
his motion quicker than our thoughts, his practical 
acquaintance with our poor fallen nature (with all 
its weak and defenceless points of attack) per- 
fected by a practised skill of 6000 years’ extent. 
Thus we have to do, and daily to do, with a mon- 
ster, a living monster, of evil. The case of Judas, 
and of Ananias and his wife, are recorded in God’s 
Word, to show that there is something around us, 
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about us, within us, all-potent for evil, other than 
the fallen nature we brought with us into the world ; 
for ‘ Satan entered into Fudas, and to Ananias it 
was said, ‘Why hath Satan filled thine heart to 
lie to the Holy Ghost ?’ 

Is there not a cause, then, for the sacred ex- 
hortation—‘ Put on the whole armour of God’? 
Blessed be God, there is a shield for every dart 
that Satan can cast at the saint, and that shield is 
the faith of God’s elect. Let all who are afraid of 
Satan and his wiles put on this whole -armour 
of God. It is found in the person and work 
of a precious Christ. There only is an answer for 
every accusation the adversary can bring against 
tne believer. The d/oed of the Lamb and His 
righteousness meet all the demerit and guilt the 
enemy of the trembling sinner’s heart can point at. 
There in Christ Jesus is perfection, completeness, 
salvation, to which the finger of humble faith may 
defiantly point him when he comes into the sin- 
troubled conscience and whispers, ‘Where is now 
fay) God?’ ‘There, in. Christ, and only there, 
are safety and rest from the troubler of Israel— 
there, and only there, is found the tempted soul’s 
right to expect victory over sin, the world, and 
the terrible one. 
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COAETE RS 


THE FINAL DOOM OF THE DEVIL. 


Tuus far we have traced in the pages of Holy 
Scripture the mysterious subject of Satan’s origin 
and fall, his princedom, power, and activity on this 
earth of ours, and, to some,extent, the extraordinary 
resources at his command as the chief rebel against 
God’s Christ and His Church. 

We now come to consider the evidence afforded 
us in Holy Writ as to the final doom of this fallen 
but mighty spirit. 

The intimations of the Divine purpose to judge 
the god of this world and his kingdom are ig 
clear and numerous. 

Nothing is more certain than the fact that the 
devil and his angels are living in terror of ap- 
proaching doom, except it be that Jehovah has 
forecast the final sentence. The justice of the 
Divine procedure nowhere seems to be impeached 
by the great apostate. The only protest raised 
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_ by the world of demons is that their term of respite 
be not shortened. Thus—‘ Art Thou come hither. 
to torment us before the time?’ An awful sense 
of the propriety of the coming ordeal of Divine 
judgment appears to possess Diabolos and those 
who act with him in his rebellion. 

In pursuing our enquiry into the present branch 
of the subject, the reader’s attention will be directed 
to the threefold aspect of the sentence of doom passed 
upon the Tempter, or rather to the three periods or 
epochs marking Jehovah’s sentence. We shall note 
that :-~ 

I. THE DIVINE SENTENCE WAS PASSED on 
joe DEVIL AT CLOSE OF THE TEMPTATION OF 
fab “FIRST MAN.’ 

2. THAT SENTENCE WAS CONFIRMED at 
CLOSE OF THE TEMPTATION OF THE ‘SECOND 
MAN.’ 

3. BUT FINALLY AND FULLY SHALL THAT 
SENTENCE BE EXECUTED AT CLOSE OF THE 
TEMPTATION OF THE ‘PERFECT MAN,’ 

This cumulative mode of procedure is quite in 
accord with the administration of Divine judg- 
ment in other departments of the created universe. 
Thus, for instance, in regard to the fabric of the 
earth. The sin of him who had dominion over 
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the earth brought down upon it the heavy curse of 
its Maker; but though ‘thorns and thistles,’ the 
symbols of barrenness, did it ‘cause to bud,’! yet 
the more pronounced expression of the Divine dis- 
pleasure was reserved 1600 years, when universal 
destruction by water marked off the second stage 
of the sentence; while ‘the heavens and the earth 
which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment 
and perdition of ungodly men. ? Here we have 
three distinct judicial acts, with long ages of time 
intervening before the final and plenary execution of 
the Divine sentence. Let the following facts, then, 
be taken in their revealed order, and it will be 
seen that the fallen angelic world, while it is 
already suffering in measure the due reward of its 
disobedience, is yet consciously waiting a judg- 
ment the smoke of whose torment shall rise up 
for ever and ever in attestation of that righteous- 
fless which is the unalterable basis of the govern- 
ment of the Lord of heaven and earth. 

1. And first, let it be noted that the Divine 
sentence was PASSED on the devil at close of the 
temptation of the FIRST MAN. 

God’s anthropological economy recognises dis- 
tinctly and exclusively ¢hree men, respectively 
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known in the Word as the ‘First Man,'! the 
Second Man, ? and the ‘ Perfect Man.’ 3 

Now, it has been shown in the course of our 
enquiry that the special object of Satan’s hatred is 
man. ‘He was a man-slayer (dvOpwroxtévos) from 
the beginning’ (John viii. 44). What the origin 
of this enmity was it is impossible to determine 
with confidence. But it is pretty certain that the 
jealousy of this proud spirit would be provoked by 
the fair image of Divine holiness, righteousness, 
and knowledge in which the First Man was created. 
To destroy that heavenly comeliness in an order of 
creatures intellectually lower than himself seems 
Leaves been the’ motive of Satan’s attack, and 
this, too, is by far the most consistent view to be 
taken, if the history of this fallen spirit be studied 
as a whole, and the character which is given him in 
Holy Scripture be accepted as authoritative and 
final. 

What length of time elapsed. between the 
placing of Adam in the garden of Eden and his 
apostasy must also remain undetermined, although 
it was necessarily not inconsiderable ; for every 
beast of the field, every fowl of the air, and every 
living creature that the Lord God had made, re- 
ceived from the mouth of the unfallen man its own 
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name according to its habits and properties.’ The 
discharge of this lordly function would certainly 
follow the primeval Sabbath, that typical rest day 
with which sinless man’s existence began. Then, 
does not that sleep—‘deep sleep’—into which Adam 
was caused to fall remind us of the occasion when 
of the patriarch Abram it is said (Gen. xv. 12), 
‘When the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 
upon Abram’? At nightfall this heaviness of mind 
and body was God’s means of dealing with His 
chosen servant. What so natural, then, as that 
it should be xzght when the Lord God caused 
Adam to fall into that heavy slumber which 
foreshadowed the gloom of that death of the 
Second Man which should be the very life and 
resurrection of the bride, the Lamb’s wife? It 
should moreover be remarked that this account of 
Adam’s deep sleep follows immediately after the 
statement that he had been engaged in deno- 
minating the living creatures of his kingdom. 
Now, if this view be correct, at any rate two days 
are accounted for, and the ¢hzrd day finds the man 
and his wife in blissful fellowship. Was it then 
on this suggestive day that the tempter approached 
the First representative Man? Be that as it may, 
the process of attack and defeat does not appear to 
have occupied any appreciable time. For the sight 
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of the forbidden fruit rapidly wrought its effect 
upon a mind that had already yielded to the per- 
version of God’s words urged upon her by the now 
incarnate liar. Briefly does the Holy Spirit record 
the entire transaction. ‘She took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat; and gave also unto her 
husband with. her, and he did eat.’! All this 
appears to have occurred in the light of open day. 
For it is said with a particularity not to be passed 
over, ‘And they heard the voice of the LORD 
God walking in the garden zx the cool of the day’ 
(that is, toward the evening, as the LXX render 
the Hebrew zz loco, ro Sedwov). The main point 
of the devil’s doctrine clearly was the falsifying 
the true nature of God Himself, for he told the 
woman that there were properties in the forbidden 
fruit which were beyond the Divine control, and 
that it was because of this fact God had, by 
_ means of a ¢hreat, endeavoured to prevent man’s 
tasting of the tree. 

And now the ordeal of judgment begins. The 
inquisition of Jehovah opens with the Man, who 
was the head of his kind. From him He turns to 
the woman, to the help meet for the Man, to her 
who was bone of his bone. Thence the accursed 
crime is traced up to its source, to the Serpent, 
who seems unbidden to have boldly presented 
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himself within the fair garden on this portentous 
occasion, and to have defiantly faced the great 
Creator and Judge. Upon the tempter, without 
any inquiry had, falls the first stroke of Divine 
wrath. At the very moment of Satanic victory the 
Stronger than he asserts His kingly rights and 
almighty grace on behalf of 17am. The Seed of the 
woman shall bruise the serpent’s head, while in 
despair and rage, serpentlike, he shall bite at the 
heel that stamps upon him, ‘He shall bruise thee 
the head, and thou shalt bruise Him the heel.’! 
Now mark the sentence. ‘I WILL PUT EN- 
MITY—. Justice is here awfully retributive. An 
unholy amity between the woman and the serpent 
is now for ever at anend. Let it be well observed 
that hatred is the judicially constituted régime 
between Satan and his progeny and the woman 
and her Seed—that is, Christ. For that Seed 
of the woman is destined to be the Spoiler of 
the kingdom of darkness. Moreover, the bitter- 
ness of this Divine sentence on the successful 
tempter is increased by a revelation of saving 
grace man-ward, while the fallen angels are wholly 
passed by, being left to add sin to sin, and hope- 
lessly to await the final judgment of Christ and the 
saints. Not only was the devil, then, foiled in 
his attempt to drag down man to his own de- 
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graded level of apostasy, but dy Man was Satan 
himself to be finally overcome! True it is that a 
future conflict between the infernal serpent and 
‘the Second Man, the Lord from heaven,’ was here 
distinctly foreshadowed. There was to be a 
bruising on both sides. ‘/¢ shall bruise, and 
‘thou shalt bruise. Thus the sentence here passed 
on the great spirit of evil was but a preliminary 
act of the Divine justice. Another proof of the 
Liar’s enmity against the. holiness of Jehovah had 
yet to be given—a proof which should fully vindi- 
cate the fearful severity of the present merci- 
lessly righteous sentence. To that second stage of 
judicial procedure we now turn our attention, and 
observe— 

2. That the Divine sentence on the devil was 
CONFIRMED at close of the temptation of the 
‘SECOND MAN.’ Four thousand years had 
fled since the word passed Jehovah’s lips that 
the Seed of the woman should crush the power of 
the devil. The Jewish and the Gentile world had 
now reached the climax of corruption. That 
policy by which Satan so successfully ensnared 
Israel in the days of Balaam (knowing that he 
could not curse whom God had blessed) only too 
prosperously had been pursued by him in later 
times. ‘When the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth His own Son, made of a woman 
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[i.e. the woman’s Seed] made underthe law.’ And 
what was the declared intention of this mysterious 
taking into union with the eternal Godhead of tlie 
flesh of the creature—Man? The answer of Holy 
Scripture is explicit. ‘For this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that He might destroy! the 
works of the devil” The mission of God’s Christ 
was the undoing of Satan’s seeming victory over 
‘the First Man, who had fallen a victim to the lie 
of the tempter. 

Concerning the events of the thirty years that 
elapsed between the birth and the haptism of 
Messiah, the Spirit of revelation has recorded but 
fragmentary hints. Enough, however, is written 
to show, if we bear in mind that Satan was fully 
alive to the disastrous purport of Christ’s mission, 
that from the hour of the incarnation Satanic 
agency was active in attacking the Seed of the 
woman, the destined Bruiser of the Serpent’s head. 
Who, if not the Prince of Darkness, sought instantly 
to extinguish the Light of life by putting into 
Herod’s heart the thought of taking the young 


1 1 John iii. 8, ‘That He might destroy (Greek, undo), 
the works of the devil.” Alford, on the word Ava, gives 
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Child’s life?! What means that hint in the Book 
.of Psalms which speaks the experience of a greater 
than David ?—‘ 1 am afflicted and ready to die from 
my youth up; while I suffer Thy terrors I am 
distracted.. Whence proceeded those afflictions, 
that anticipation of death, and all those mental 
terrors, in the case of Him who was the unceasing 
object of the Devil’s hate? The nature of those 
temptations which, in all their varieties, the Son 
of Man endured during those years of Scripture 
silence, we can never know, but certain we may 
be that He who at twelve years of age ‘must’ 
(de) be about His Father’s work of destroying 
the works of the devil, did not carry on that 
terrible warfare unopposed by the already sen- 
tenced one. It is beyond question that as soon 
as Christ entered upon His work publicly, being 
baptised into it by water and the Holy Ghost, 
He was also baptised into it with a baptism of 
fire. For St. Mark tells us? that by a forcible 
impulse (é«Baddw) ‘the Second Man’ was driven 
into the wilderness, where, for forty days, He was 
put to the proof (mrepatw).* It is an interesting 
consideration why this special ordeal of temp- 
tation was allowed to the great enemy of all 
righteousness in the case of the Second Man. 
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All the conditions of the case are, however, 
answered when it is borne in mind that Jesus 
would ‘fulfil all righteousness,’ ! and that it became 
Him to be ‘made like unto His brethren.’? 

That Satan’s kingdom was severely shaken by 
. the advent of the Lord Jesus Christ no one can 
doubt when the persistence with which the Evil 
One followed the daily steps of the Stronger than 
he is carefully observed. And this is the more 
clear if we give full value to the fact that nothing 
occurred in the entire life of the Man Christ Jesus 
that was not essential to the salvation of His 
people, or, in other words, that was not necessary 
to the bruising of the serpent’s head. This great . 
truth of Christ’s life-long mediation and merito- 
rious humiliation is well recognised by the Church 
of England in that petition of the Litany wherein 
it is pleaded:—‘By the mystery of Thy holy 
incarnation; by Thy holy nativity and circum- 
cision; by Thy baptism, fasting, and ‘temptation 
—good Lord, deliver us.” To resist the last 
Adam, step by step, in the prosecution of His 
covenant plan, was, therefore, Satan’s ever-present 
aim. Indeed, the Second Man, from the outset, 
took His stand where the First Man fell, and 
fought in the spirit of that prophecy which for 
700 years had pointed on to this conflict—‘ The 
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day of vengeance is in Mine heart, and the year 
of My redeemed is come.’! The scene in the 
wilderness with its three representative temptations 
reveals to us, in some degree, the nature of the 
devil’s persistent attacks; and it is remarkable 
that those three attempts of Satan to touch God’s 
Holy One answer to the successful assault made 
in Paradise on the former Adam. The combatant 
on one side, in both instances, was the head and 
representative of man, and in both instances the 
antagonist—the Prince of Darkness—exhibited the 
qualities which were symbolically found in the 
reptile whose body he assumed as the medium of 
his temptation in Paradise, ‘subtlety, venom, in- 
sinuation, and duplicity of tongue.? In neither 
Adam had the devil the innate principle of sin 
whereto to appeal. That foul spirit ‘ow (viv) 
worketh zz the children of disobedience’? Having 
‘nothing’ in the Second Man, as he had formerly 
‘nothing’* in the First Man, Satan’s temptation 
had to be addressed to ¢he senses. It has been 
well said: ‘The threefold bait, in both instances, 
was the same; it was, in both, a temptation 
addressed with a view to “the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.”® The 
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frst allurement to pluck the forbidden aes of 
' Paradise was that it was “good for food ;” the 
first attempt to draw our Lord into sin was built 
on the innocent craving of His body for food at 
the close of His long fast. The second tempting 
quality of the tree of knowledge was the pleasant- 
ness of the fruit fo the sight: such also was the 
second lure presented to the imagination of our 
Lord—* All these things will I give Thee,” viz., 
“the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them.” 
The sin of covetousness, though seated in the 
fallen heart, enters by the eyes. The ¢hird quality 
ascribed to the forbidden fruit is, that it was “ much 
to be desired to make one wise.” This quality was 
calculated to produce in our first parents an im- 
patient desire of distinction, called by the Apostle 
‘the ride vot lites: 
kindling in the human bosom that restless ambi- 


and it was the means of 


tion of carnal and intellectual superiority with 
which all the children of Adam are infected. The 
third proposition made to our last triumphant 
Head was, that He should cast Himself down 
from a battlement of the Temple in the sight of 
the assembled people, and thereby attract their 
admiration and reverence.! But by the sword 
of the Spirit the Captain of our salvation foiled 
the adversary, who, unable to deceive the true 
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Light, came not as of old in the form of any other 
creature. Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost met 
the slanderer text for text taken from the armoury 
of His Father’s house. The proud champion of the 
demon hosts was doomed to fall under the blow 
now dealt by David’s Lord. Ah! who can picture 
the scene of this awful encounter between Christ 
and Belial as beheld by the invisible world—the 
angels of Michael and the angels of the dragon! 
Now was the sentence of 4000 years ago receiving 
its confirmation, and the promised Seed of the 
woman was placing His heel with crushing effect 
upon the serpent’s head. Having received a deadly 
wound, at the end of forty days Satan fled the 
scene of his hurt. For we read, ‘When the devil 
had ended all the temptation, he departed from 
Him—dypt catpov—for a season (or time).' Meyer 
has well observed that this expression, ‘for a 
season, implies the devil’s intention to return. 
If ever Satan had any question as to the Godhead 
of Jesus of Nazareth, all doubt had now been 
effectually banished. Yet this discovery would 
serve the more to provoke his hostility toward 
the person of Jesus. Only, therefore, ‘for a time’ 
did the adversary desist. Never after this do we 
read that he taunted Jesus with His humiliation 
directly until he stirred up his own wretched ‘seed ’ 
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at the last, when they came round about the For- 
saken One on the tree, shouting, ‘If Thou be the 
Son of God, come down from the cross!’! Then 
it was the iron entered into His soul; for 
that was Satan’s appointed hour. To the serpent’s 
willing agents the heart-searching One had 
solemnly declared already : ‘ This is your hour, and 
the power of darkness.’? But between these 
two extremes of Satanic conflict—the baptism 
of water and the baptism of blood—‘the Second 
Man’ had probably upwards of three years’ terrible 
opposition to meet in the prosecution of His 
undertaking to spoil ‘principalities and powers.’ # 
This opposition was conducted by the prince of 
the power of the air, chiefly through wman 
agency—generally by means of evil men and false 
professors of religion, but occasionally of our Lord’s 
own true followers. Surely we must not restrict 
to the scene of the cross that remarkable passage, 
‘Consider Him that endured such contradiction of 
sinners against Himself?* Contradiction! Alas! 
our English word but feebly expresses the reality 
of the original term that tells of the hellish spite 
endured by Him who did resist unto blood. 
Well has Moses Stuart defined the word ‘ “Avtu- 
Aoylav, 3, 72°, as opposztion, rebellion, contest 
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against, contumely. “Contradiction” is a term zoo 
soft to reach the full meaning.’! Daily, as Jesus 
taught the people, the emissaries of the Diabolos— 
the accuser—were at hand to tempt Him in His 
sayings, and to pervert the gracious words which 
He spake. If the mighty finger of God was seen 
' in Christ’s power to cast out legions from the 
possessed, Satan was still able to speak through 
his children, and to charge upon the Bruiser of his 
head complicity with himself as the prince of 
the demons. Ever on the watch to discredit his 
powerful Rival in the eyes of the multitudes, he 
would craftily turn the miracles of our Lord into 
popular arguments for opposing His acts of bene- 
ficence. This fact is remarkably illustrated by 
the policy Satan adopted in the case of the pos- 
sessed Gadarene.? Having first and fruitlessly de- 
precated the approach of the Second Man (the 
destined Tormentor), ‘the strong man armed’ be- 
sought forbearance so far that, if cast out of his cita- 
del, his legion of demons (probably some six thou- 
sand, taking ‘legion’ in its Roman military sense) 
might not be cast into the abyss—‘ the bottomless 
pit’? Then seizing the occasion for an astute 
display of antagonism towards Him who showed 
that the devils were subject unto Him, he presses 
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a covert request. By destroying the property of 
those whose persons Christ came to heal, the Evil 
Spirit aims at bringing his Conqueror into reproach. 
‘And therewas there a herd of many swine[St.Mark, 
v. 13, says two thousand] feeding on themountain ; 
and they besought Him that He would suffer 
them to enter into them. And He suffered them.’ 
See here, on the one hand, the abject submission 
of the serpent to the will of the promised Seed, 
and, on the other, the subtlety of the adversary 
in this attempt to bruise the heel. Those two 
thousand swine impelled by the demon host ran 
down a steep place into the sea, and were choked. 
The devil’s gain seemed to be complete. Christ’s 
defeat appeared to be disastrous. Butno; by that 
sovereign command of His over the fallen spirits 
demonstration clear and conclusive was given to — 
the Gadarenes that the power of Satan is destruc- — 
tive, while the power of Jesus is beneficent. 
Fesus cast out the legion from the man, the devils 
drove the swine to perdition. And, indeed, more; f 
for was it not mercy toward the Gadarenes that — 
these animals (creatures which had been adjudged 
by the law of God to be unclean,! and therefore 
wholly forbidden to the Jews) alone perished? 
And if it be objected that possibly the proprietors 
of the swine herd were Gentiles and not Jews, 
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then it may be replied that the keeping of these 
forbidden animals was an insult to the national 
religion, and a dishonour done to the God of the 
Hebrews. But be all this as it may, one thing 
is certain, namely, that the devil throughout this 
matter displayed his true character of an adver- 
sary. By crying out at Christ’s approach, he 
confessed his terror of the bruising power which 
he knew belonged to the Second Man. By his 
plaintive deprecation of Christ’s present interfer- 
ence he admitted that an irrevocable sentence 
had already been passed upon him, only that the 
day for its final execution was not yet fully come. 
And it may not be omitted here, that although 
the wretched people of that Satan-ruled district 
promptly besought the Lord to depart their coasts, 
not a tongue dared to charge their loss upon Jesus ; 
while, moreover, they had in their midst continually 
a living monument of His mercy in the person of 
the healed demoniac. 

And thus it was in every miracle of mercy 
that Jesus wrought—in each instance in which the 
Divine beneficence was exercised upon suffering 
humanity. There another blow was struck at the 
serpent’s head, and there the heel that bruised 
was sought to be bitten. Was there a poor woman 
having ‘a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and 
bowed together, and could in no wise lift up her- 
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self’?! We are plainly told by our Lord Him- 
self, ‘Satan bound’? her. What then? Why, 
when the Spoiler of the strong man laid His 
compassionate hands on the suffering one, and 
she was made straight, and gave God in Christ 
the glory, forthwith the adversary opens the 
mouth of the gainsayers. ‘And the ruler of the 
synagogue answered with «inudignation.* Ah! 
whence .that indignation against Him who came 
to spoil the boasted powers of hell by ‘opening 
the prison to them that were bound?’*4 Whose 
spirit did that Jewish ruler breathe? Whose be- 
hests was he fain to carry out? The antago- 
nist who resisted the Lord in the wilderness in 
the name of the Bible was the same who here in 
the synagogue resists Him in the name of the 
Sabbath. ‘Because that Jesus had healed on the 
Sabbath day.’ How consistent, too, in Satan to 
oppose the Lord thus frequently on the Sabbath 
question amongst a people who had so largely 
turned that holy institution into an occasion of 
idleness and indulgence, for our Lord wrought 
very many of His miracles on that day, when, as His 
custom was, He spent its sacred hours either in 
the temple or the synagogue. The /eter of the 
commandment had killed the judgment of the 
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religionists of our Lord’s time, and His aim was 
consequently to teach by His example the spzri¢ 
of the divine institution. The adversary knowing 
this busily sought to discredit Christ’s teaching 
by impugning His practice in those acts of mercy 
which so largely characterised Him as He went in 
and out amongst the sin-cursed children of men. 
To Satan most distinctly, too, the Lord in the 
parable of the Sower attributes the origin and 
spread of false doctrines and perversions of the 
truth of God. And thus we are supplied with a 
key to another of the intrigues of the adversary. 
Did he not persistently through his Jewish agents 
charge upon Jesus heresy, blasphemy, and sedition ? 
And were not these the capital charges brought 
against Christ at the last—the spiritual charge 
before the chief priest, and the political before 
Pontius Pilate? And when the calumniator failed 
to scatter his pernicious tares amongst the precious 
wheat our Lord had sown, was he not ever at the 
wayside to do an equally antagonistic work? For 
He whose eye could scan the invisible world of 
spirits, and who throughout His ministry spake and 
acted as one who knew that an adversary was ever 
at His right hand to resist Him,! has Himself 
lifted the veil off this Satanic device. ‘When they 
have heard,’ saith Jesus, ‘ Satan cometh zamediately 
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(evOéws), and taketh away the word that was sown 
in their hearts.’! And itis not to be here forgotten 
how the devil carried out this device especially in 
the case of that cardinal truth which Christ so 
fully and constantly preached—His own glorious 
resurrection from the dead. How effectually the 
adversary had ‘taken away the word’ of re- 
surrection truth out of the hearts of the dzsczples is 
sufficiently proved when it is remembered that 
when Jesus indeed rose from the dead on the third 
day He found them, not in an expectant, joyful, 
frame of mind, but utterly cast down and bereaved. 
Nor would any of the disciples credit the testimony 
of others that He had risen. The sight alone of 
the Living One to their own eyes would assure them. 
Yet, while the devil thus had stolen out of the 
hearts of the Lord’s true hearers the resurrection 
word, his tactics were far otherwise in the case of 
his own human serfs. It is very certain that 
Satan saw in the coming resurrection of his Rival 
from death the confirmation of the crushing sen- 
tence under which he had lain for forty centuries. 
His object, therefore, was to pervert its force and 
meaning. Thus, then, he kept well in the minds 
of the malignant Jews the word which Christ had 
taught upon this subject. We therefore read of 
certain of these latter waiting on Pilate and saying, 
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‘Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he 
was yet alive, After three days J will rise again, } 
But why this suspiciously keen remembrance of the 
teaching of Jesus as to His resurrection? The 
serpent’s guile is traceable in the next verse. 
These children of the devil, who breathe the spirit of 
Cain, now ply their request before Pilate. ‘Com- 
mand therefore that the sepulchre be made sure 
until the third day;’ and then is added a specious 
reason, ‘lest His disciples come by night and steal 
Him away, and say unto the people, He is risen 
from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than 
the first. They therefore sealed the stone and set 
their watch, and made it as sure as they could. 
But all to no purpose. The snare of death was 
broken, and the Second Man came forth spite of 
all Satan’s deep-laid schemes. But the part of the 
adversary was not played out yet. We therefore 
trace his busy hand in the sequel. He was now 
the father of a lie in the mouth of his seed. The 
chief priests and elders held’ a council, and they 
agreed to propound Satan’s lie through the soldiers 
that kept watch at the sepulchre. ‘They gave 
large money,’ we are told, ‘unto the soldiers, 
saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and 
stole Him away while we slept. And if this come 
to the governor's ears, we will persuade him, and 


1 Matt. xxvil. 63. 


90 The Satan of Scripture. 


secure you. So they took the money, and did as 
they were taught; and this saying is commonly re- 
ported among the Jews until this day.’' Thus, 
then, did this subtle fiend withstand the Lord in 
His work and ministry, and never yielded one 
inch of territory till forced thence by the Stronger 
than he. 

It would carry this work far beyond the limits 
intended were an exhaustive attempt made to ttack 
the serpent’s trail all through our blessed Lord’s 
ministry ; but enough has been hinted at to show 
that the experience of ‘the Man Christ Jesus’ was 
one of sustained conflict with the Prince of Dark- 
ness from the manger to the cross. It may, how- 
ever, be added that, as the hour drew on when the 
dread sentence on the serpent must have its awful 
confirmation, the forces of hell seemed to rally 
round their chief with intensity of purpose and 
maliciousness of attack against ‘the Seed of the 
woman.’ 

This fact may be illustrated by two typical in- 
stances, the one as showing that evil men, the 
other that gracious men, were used by the devil as 
media of attack on his destined Conqueror. 

As the close of Christ’s public ministry drew 
nigh, the enmity which the devil had fostered in 
the minds of the rulers of the Jewish nation rapidly 
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headed itself up in a purpose of murder. The 
Passover was close at hand, and no public executions 
took place during any of the three great feasts, 
This diabolical plot was therefore precipitated by 
the chief priests ; the more so, probably, as, at the 
last Passover, ‘many of the people’ who heard His 
teaching believed on Jesus. The apprehension that 
many more might at this Passover acknowledge 
His Messiahship doubtless was very considerable in 
the minds of Satan’s willing serfs. They therefore 
‘sought (Greek, dzligently inquired) how they might 
kill Him ; for they feared the people.’! The'people 
—the common people—heard Jesus gladly, and 
Satan’s cause was daily becoming more and more 
jeopardised. Hence this infernal wrath. Moreover, 
Satan’s eye would now be steadfastly fixed on that 
portion of the prophetic sentence which spoke of 
his bruising the eel of the promised Seed. How 
could he best prosecute this act of malignity? He 
would look for his choicest instruments in the very 
ranks of them that had daily walked with the Lord, 
thus intensifying the Saviour’s grief, and fulfilling 
His complaint—‘ Yea, Mine own familiar friend, in 
whom I trusted, which did eat of My bread, hath 
lifted up his heel against Me. ? Not that the Man of 
Sorrows knew not his adversary, for had He not 
plainly foretold the act of treachery, and also pointed 
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out theinstrument of it, adding the significant words: 
‘Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come 
to pass, ye may believe that I AM!’ Thevery oc- 
casion, too, when the devil inspired his wretched 
medium with the intention of shedding the innocent 
blood, was thoroughly in keeping with the studied 
nature of the attack. If we follow the account 
given us by St. John in his Gospel, it was ‘after 
supper ’—when Jesus had gathered around Him for 
the last time the little company of them that had 
been with Him from the beginning—‘ the devil .. . 
put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to 
betray Him.’? It was when the High and Holy One 
girded with a towel—the ordinary dress of a servant 
—having poured water into a basin, stooped to 
wash the feet of the humble fishermen, and in full 
view of the glory He had with the Father before 
the world was, that the Son of Man was confronted 
by the Satanically indwelt Judas as the agent of 
hell. Yet did the self-conscious Head of all prin- 
cipalities and powers verily wash the feet of the 
traitor apostle, albeit He added the significant 
words, ‘ And ye are clean, but not a//!’3 Whocan 
fail to see here ‘the depths of Satan’?+ Who but 
he could or would have chosen that moment of 
Christ’s humility, tenderness, and devotion, to stir 
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up in the heart of a disciple the idea and purpose 
of murdering that spotless One ? 

But deeper depths of diabolical hate were yet to 
be revealed. 

Well has it been recorded by the Holy Ghost of 
Jesus that at this juncture ‘He was troubled in 
spirit, for the announcement of the traitor’s dark 
deed was upon His lips. ‘He testified, and said, 
Amen, amen; I say unto you, that ove of you shall 
betray Me!’! The guilty conspirator was speedily 
pointed out. Jesus said, ‘ He it is to whom I shall 
give a sop, when I have dipped it.’ This giving the 
sop was one of the closest testimonies of friendly 
affection.2, And when the sop had been dipped and 
presented by the Lord Jesus to Judas Iscariot, we 
are told that at that moment (tore) ‘Satan entered 
into him’ *—-took full possession of him, so that 
his will was not only bent upon doing the treache- 
rous deed, but fixed and determined to do it then 
and there. And He who knew what was in that 
wretched man, and needed not that any should tell 
Him, when He saw the duplicity of the traitor, who 
fain would cast off suspicion from himself (Matt. 
XXvVi. 25), straightway bade him to ‘ guzckly’* carry 
out the settled purposes of his murderous heart. 
Why tarry, since the covenant with death and 
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hell was already determined? And Judas went 
his way, and forthwith agreed with the enemies of 
Christ how the deed should be done, the wages 
of unrighteousness amounting after all to the but 
paltry sum of 30 pieces of silver—or about 3/ of 
our money. Such were Satan’s wages—the devil’s 
estimate of the blood of Christ !—just the price of 
a slave. 

And while Satan was thus busy working 
within that evil man, he yet had forces to spare 
elsewhere. As has been said, the devil's hour to 
bruise the heel of the woman’s Seed was at hand, 
and he aimed well at his hated Object. The Lord 
turns to Peter at the supper table, and with great 
solemnity reiterates his natural name: ‘Simon ! 
Simon! Satan hath desired to have you (p/.) and 
to sift you (pl) as wheat; but I have prayed for 
thee (sing.), that thy faith fail not: and when thou 
art converted strengthen thy brethren.’ Here, 
then, we have a gracious man made the medium 
of an indirect attack upon the Master. The soul- 
destroying one having got Judas desires the others 
also. Doubtless for three years the evil, envious 
eye of the adversary had been upon these chosen 
followers of the Lord. Now was his hour to 
attack them, and their Head through them. Peter’s 
fleshly self-confidence afforded a favourable tem- 
perament whereon to operate, and the Keeper of 
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Israel had, for the instruction of the Church in 
after ages, as well as for the apostle’s own spiritual 
profit, granted the accuser of the brethren restricted 
leave to put him to the test. Then note the 
Satanic choice of a temptation whereby to strike 
at the Man of Sorrows a more afflictive and 
grievous blow. Not only did Satan bereave the 
God-bruised '! and God-forsaken ? One of all human 
sympathy in the persons of the other apostles in 
the hour of His sorest need—they all ‘forsook 
Him and fled’*—but the malignant spirit used 
the natural affection of Peter, who followed the 
captive One ‘afar off,’* to torture the broken 
heart, and to persecute Him whom God had 
smitten.° Judas indeed feigned to befriend ‘the 
Man of Sorrows’ when the multitude came out 
against Him with staves and swords, doing well 
the devil’s work by speaking words that were 
sharper swords still, saying, ‘Hail, Master!’ and 
sealing the lie with a twice more mendacious 
‘kiss ;’ but in Peter’s case Satan used the very 
lips which had with all honesty so lately professed 
a readiness to go to death with Jesus, to belie, 
to deny, and to defy Him. Now, reader, mark 
the well-aimed blow the serpent here strikes at the 
wounded One. In the house of His friends, Jesus 
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receives the deepest wound. Peter went in after 
his Lord had been led into the house of the high 
priest, and sat down! in the seat of the scornful, 
‘where Satan’s seat is.’? Into the sieve of the 
adversary was the self-confident apostle now cast, 
and the ordeal of sifting forthwith began. There 
seems little room to doubt, upon a careful com- 
parison of the four different inspired accounts of 
Peter’s fall given us in the Gospels, that the test 
to which Satan subjected his victim was not 
confined to the three occasions popularly under- 
stood as constituting the ordeal. Dean Alford 
has given a very valuable tabular view of all the 
passages which record the facts of the case,? and 
there is such a variety of expressions attributed 
to Peter as to show that the conversation between 
him and the enemies of Christ was considerably 
protracted. To’ take, then, the’ recaraiian an 
Matthew, a damsel who was present in the com- 
pany of those watching the proceedings first 
charged the apostle with being one of the followers 
of the Accused One. Yet even this feeble test was 
more than the Satan-snared Peter could endure, 
and ‘He denied before all, saying, I know not. 
what thou sayest.’* This triumph of the serpent’s 
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emboldened him to strike again at the heel of the 
woman’s Seed through one of the household. Ill 
at ease within after this awful fall from his 
steadfastness Peter left the hall, but only to 
meet another of the devil’s emissaries in the 
porch, who then, in his hearing, remarked, ‘ This 
one was also with Jesus of Nazareth.” And 
forthwith the power of Satan became more terribly 
manifest, for it is written: ‘ Again he denied, w7th 
an oath, 1 do not know the Man’!! What was 
the devil’s intention here but that the sword should 
eater into the soul’ of: Jesus?. For, at the very 
moment that the disciple forswore Christ’s Deity, 
Jesus was upon His trial for claiming to be God. 
This man whom Satan thus employed to grieve the 
Lord was moreover one whom Jesus had chosen 
from the first to be a witness of His miracles anda 
daily auditor of His doctrine. Yet now he rudely 
repudiates, and that with profane oaths, all know- 
ledge of ‘the Man. Moreover, the pain of this 
hell-directed blow at the Lord Jesus followed in 
Peter’s case his recent reception, under circumstances 
of peculiar solemnity, of the last Supper, after his 
having listened to those touching words of Christ 
recorded in the 14th and two following chapters of 
St. John’s Gospel, and in the face of his Master's 
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most distinct forewarning that Satan would certainly 
make an attack upon his loyalty and faithfulness. 
But the serpent had yet another blow to strike at 
his Foe. Now no longer able to plead surprise, but 
in full consciousness of the base and sinful denials 
of his Lord of which he had been guilty, and with 
the affecting sight before him of Jesus betrayed by 
Judas into the hands of sinful men and not opening 
His mouth to utter a word in self-defence, the 
fallen apostle is led on by the devil to wound the 
Redeemer’s broken heart still more cruelly. ‘ After 
a while came unto him they that stood by, and 
said unto Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for 
thy speech bewrayeth thee.’! The rough dialect of 
the Syriac which Simon Peter used was evidence 
in the eyes of the people that he was a Galilean. 
Had he remained silent, he would probably not 
have been recognised.? St. Luke’s account tells 
us an hour had elapsed since the previous denial. 
The long-suffering Lord Jesus, already wounded 
by one of His ‘friends, now feels the final 
thrust, and Satan opens the lips of his victim 
in the Galilean dialect to convince the enemies 
of God by the free use of oaths and curses— 


1 Matt. xxvi. 73. 
2 Lange has remarked that the pronunciation of the 
Galileans was uncouth and indistinct ; hence they were not 
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the language of the lost !—that he was as one of 
themselves, an adversary of Jesus of Nazareth. 
‘Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, 
I know not the Man’? ‘Thus the diabolical 
scheme of the serpent seemed at that moment 
complete. But the precursor of coming judgment 
upon Satan sounds the warning note. For 
we read that while Peter ‘yet spake’—that is, 
while those infernal oaths and curses filled his 
mouth, just at the instant that the yell of Satanic 
delight was about to find utterance throughout the 
hosts of the kingdom of darkness—the woman’s 
Seed bruised the tempter’s head. ‘The Lord turned 
and looked upon Peter.” He looked with stead fast- 
ness (Greek), for He needed not to open His lips. 
That Divine look of mercy, pity, and pardon, 
bestowed by Christ upon the Satan-sifted disciple, 
drove out the cowardly spirit, delivered the prey 
from the mighty, and caused joy in the presence 
of the angels of God, for ‘one sinner’ repented * 
in the person of Peter, who now went out to weep 
the grace-wrought tears of a godly sorrow. 

But now the darkness which brooded over the 
Man of Sorrows seems rapidly to deepen. If de- 
feated in one field, the persistent demon quickly 
shifts his ground to another. He herds on the 


leev xvi, O; LI,.21. 2 Matt. xxvi. 74. 
ee LUke XV. 105 
2 


100 The Satan of Scripture. 


wretched victim of his power in the person of 
Judas, whom presently he fills with unutterable 
remorse, until by his own act and deed he plunges 
into the abyss, and, as the ‘son of perdition,’' goes 
to ‘his own place’? Rapidly Satan’s hour is 
running out; and the 22nd Fsalm, that inspired 
epitome of the fiery ordeal through which the 
Man Christ Jesus passed in His victorious con- 
flict with the devil, furnishes us with some faint 
conception of the devices by means of which the 
serpent sought to bruise the heel of his appointed 
Adversary. From the Ist verse to the 2Ist 
Messiah pours out His bitter complaint into the 
ear of His God, the final petition of which vividly 
brings out the Personality. of the Foe whose count- 
less hosts of wicked angels and men gather round 
the Crucified to mock, to torment, and to blas- 
pheme—‘ Save me from THE LION’S MOUTH’! 
The “roaring lion’ of St. Peters ast @iipiere is 
here represented standing before the dying One, 
ready, as having ‘the power of death, * to devour 
the sin-burdened substitute of God’s Israel. At 
this awful moment of our Lord’s passion, when the 
pains of hell gat hold upon Him, Satan’s hour was 
witnessing the height of its seeming victory over 
the Bruised One.’ There was an inexpressible 


1 John xvii. 12, SACS as. 5 Ps. xml. aa 
4 Heb. 11. 14. 5 Is, lili, 8-10. 
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horror in this ‘sharpness of death,’! for the devil 
had a delegated wight to afflict Him whom God’s 
justice was bringing to the grave, inasmuch as -he 
was the divinely appointed exactor of ‘the wages 
of sin.’ DEATH, therefore, is the sword we find Satan 
persistently pointed at the breast of the woman’s 
Seed. Who wasit, ifnot the possessor of the power 
of death, who led the multitude to cry out that 
Barabbas the murderer should be spared, while 
Jesus was to die? Who, if not the angel of death, 
breathed into the hearts of the chief priests and 
Pharisees that hellish spirit which found utterance 
in the demand, ‘Let Him be crucified—crucify 
Him, crucify Him’? And who found words of 
blasphemy for the two dying thieves to pour into 
His ear on either side now that He was numbered 
with the transgressors ? ? 

Nevertheless, like Samson, who slew more at 
his death than in his life, the Prince of life pro- 
ceeded to show that His dying weakness was 
stronger than Satan’s strength. He spoiled the 
strong man even on the tree of curse. In one 
instant of time His quickening grace converted a 
blaspheming sinner into a praying and a preaching 
saint. And He who, as man, was bruised in the 
heel by Satan’s power in death, was yet able, as 
Jehovah, to speak in that same hour of the joys of 
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Paradise. ‘This day,’ said He to the penitent 
thief, ‘thou shalt be with Me in Paradise!’ And 
when the Christ of God bowed His head ere He 
gave up the ghost, have we not an outward and 
visible sign that while, indeed, Satan, as the execu- 
tioner of the Divine law, could and did righteously 
demand death at the hands of the woman’s Seed, 
it was the supreme victory of that Seed to bruise 
the serpent’s head by voluntarily laying down His 
own life?! Here, then, the vital blow was struck 
at the king and kingdom of darkness. That sub- 
stitutionary death of the great Head of the Church 
of God was designed in eternal purpose to secure a 
multitude no man can number of the first Adam’s 
children from the sting and bitterness of death ; or, 
in other words, from the misery of that torment 
which is everlasting separation from God. 

Satan’s power over man was not a xatural 
arrangement. Fallen angels have no @ priori right | 
over any other order of God’s creation. They 
stand upon their own merits before their Maker, 
and must be judged according to their own 
works. That fallen man was dispensationally de- 
livered into the hands of fallen angels was simply, 
therefore, a judicial procedure on the part of Him 
who maketh all things—even sin, angelic and 
human—to work together for His own glory. 


tf On x. 18 sls, 


Lhe final Doom of the Devil. 103 


Yet let it be well noted that the commission of 
the author of evil was a limited commission. Ex- 
ceeding that commission, it would seem that Satan 
forfeited his deputed dominion over fallen men. 
When, therefore, he laid violent hands upon 
God’s beloved Son, he trod on fatal ground. The 
weapon—death—with which he aimed at the 
woman’s Seed was righteously made to recoil on 
himself, and, by the meritorious dying of the Man 
Christ Jesus. on the cross, Satan was spoiled of 
the power of death.1 At the moment when the 
hand of this world’s god fell upon Jehovah’s 
_ Anointed, did the heavier hand of vindictive jus- 
tice fall on the proud persecutor. ‘Vow is the 
judgment of this world: zow shall the prince of 
this world be cast out’? So soon as the mist of 
that awful blackness which reigned in the soul of 
the representative Man Christ Jesus had culmi- 
nated in the curse-cry, ‘My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me?’? and He had exulted 


1 Heb. ii. 14, ‘fower of death’ (rd xpdros). What is the 
power here spoken of? And who alone are affected by 
Christ’s destroying of him that once possessed this power ? 
The word xpdros (power) implies strength, might, force, 
influence. The devil by means of szz has license from .God 
to terrify the unsaved in death ; but, to the believer in the 
risen Christ, dying zs xot the penalty of sin, but the exit to 
rest, to glory, and to God. 
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in tones that shook hell and the throne of: Dia- 
bolos to their deepest foundations, the Serpent fell 
under the CONFIRMATION of the sentence passed 
4000 years before, at close of the temptation of the 
First Man. Dust was again the food of the dis- 
appointed foe of God and man. It is true that so 


long as death reigned over the woman’s Seed 


Satan in the name of the Divine Justice, view. 
ing Christ as standing in the place of the guilty, 
held a legal writ of habeas corpus, and that not 


until the resurrection from the dead was Jesus © 


in a position to triumph openly over His infernal 
enemies. Yet, as to the period which elapsed be- 
tween the dying and the rising of the Son of 
Man, it seems fairly clear in Holy Scripture that 
the Prince of Darkness was made still to realise 
the fact that his head had received the predicted 
bruise. At the very season that the arch-enemy 
of Christ was inducing Pilate to aid him in his 
endeavours to pervert the truth of the Resurrec- 
tion, his own gloomy regions were probably being 
ranged by the kingly Spirit of Jesus, unseparated 
from the eternal and indissoluble Deity, zz attes- 
tation of the victory over hell which the shedding of 
the precious blood‘ had just achieved. Certain it is 


1 Upon the deep and solemn subject of ‘the descent 
into hell,” Bishop Pearson, in his masterly work on the 


Creed, has thus written :—‘ When all the sufferings of Christ 
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that the Lord, after death, while His blessed 
body lay in the tomb, where, in union with the 
Godhead, it saw ‘no corruption, went to Gs 
(Hades), the place of departed spirits. Much has 
been said and written on the fact that it is no- 
where authoritatively stated in Holy Scripture that 
the Lord, during the reign of death, visited yedvva 
(Gehenna), and it is argued that because not yegvva 
but Gdns is used when the descent of Christ 
after death is in the Word treated of, therefore 
it is extremely doubtful whether the realms of 
Satan’s future torment were visited by Jesus. 
But the very same argument would lead to a denial 
that the rich man went after death to yeévva, for 
the original which the English Version renders 
‘hell’ is adns.1 Who can, with propriety, refuse 


were “finished” on the cross (John xix. 30), and His soul 
was separated from His body, though His body were dead, 
yet His soul died not ; and though it died not, yet it under- 
went the condition of the souls of such as die; and seeing 
fle died in the similitude of a sinner, His soul went to the 
place where the souls of men are kept who die for their sins, 
and so did wholly undergo ¢he law of death; but because 
there was no sin in Him, and He had fully satisfied for the 
sins of,others which He took upon Him ; therefore, as “ God 
suffered not His Holy One to see corruption,” so “ He left not 
His soul in hell,” and thereby gave sufficient security, to all 
who belong to Christ, of never coming under the power of 
Satan, or suffering in the flames prepared for the devil and 
his angels.’ 
1: Luke xvi. 23. 
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to admit, then, that at any rate a’éns does not 
exclude yeévva ? Hades and Gehenna (both trans- 
lated ‘fell’ in the English Bible) differ only from 
each other as a whole differs from its part. The 
term Hades may certainly cover Gehenna, and 
therefore no objection to the belief that the Spirit 
of Jesus visited Gehenna can be fairly based on the 
mere word Hades as employed of the descent into 
hell. But, after all, the removal of this objection does 
not settle the question—Did Christ, for whatever 
| purpose, enter the abode of the lost between death | 
and resurrection ? The important remark of Bishop 
Pearson, already quoted, to the effect that when 
Christ died it was ‘in the similitude of a sinner,’ must 
here be borne in mind—a remark fully justified by 
2 Cor. v. 21,and 1 Pet. ii. 24—and the more so when 
taken in connection with the incontestable fact that 
the holiness and justice of Jehovah were too holy 
and too just to detain the Church’s Surety under the 
dominion of death a moment after full satisfaction 
for the sins He vicariously bore on the tree and 
carried to the grave had been rendered by Him. 
The Holy Ghost makes the resurrection and not the 
cross to be the zerminus ad quem of the pains of 
that travail of which the prophet Isaiah speaks.! 
Yet it cannot be seen upon what plain Scriptural 
authority. some, as John Calvin himself, maintain 
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more than that the Azmiliation of merely entering 
the abodes of Satan is intended by this expression, 
‘the pains of death.” This, however, may be freely 
said, that if Christ indeed visited the yzévva portion 
of adns, while it was to the vexation unutterable of 
His righteous soul (as, though infinitely less so, to 
bein Sodom, that city of sinners which was ripening 
for the ‘ vengeance of eternal fire, was to Lot’!), yet 
He entered those dreary wastes of Satan’s territory 
as having spoiled principalities and powers éo make 
a show of Hrs victory ‘in Himself? His purpose was 
not surely to deliver any from the abyss, but to con- 
jirm the sentence that the Seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent in the very sphere and seat of his 
power. And when He did ascend from the abodes ot 
darkness, was it not to hear at the grave’s mouth the 
glorious declaration of His well-pleased Father: 
‘Thou art My beloved Son; this day have I begot- 
ten Thee’ ?? What is the force of this scripture, if 
not viewed in light of the fact that the Man Christ 
Jesus had offered Himself up a whole burnt 
offering under the- heaviest burden of Divine 
wrath? Surely it is clear that the resurrection from 
the dead was the first meeting of the Father and 
the Mediator since justice was satisfied. In other 
words, then, the raising of Jesus was the Divine 
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ratification of the sentence passed upon ‘him 
that had the power of death; that is, the devil.’ 
It was the witness of God from heaven that 
the meritorious conflict waged throughout those 
weary thirty-three years by the Man Christ 
Jesus with the great adversary had been duly re- 
corded above. Well might the Holy Ghost bear 
His witness in language of Divine triumph: ‘O 
death, where is thy sting ? O Hades, where is thy 
victory ?’! And well it is that the faith of God’s 
tempted people, many of whom through fear of 
death go all their lifetime subject to bondage, 
should lay hold on the full meaning of that passage 
of the Word of their God—‘ Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
ws, ?—and enter with their covenant Head into the 
deep and mystical import of that scripture of His 
(elsewhere quoted) in which He triumphantly ad- 
dresses the Father who brought Him again from the 
dead, saying : “All JZy bones shall say, O Jehovah, 
who is like unto Thee, which deliverest the Poor 
from him that is too strong for Him, yea, the Poor 
and the Needy from him that spoileth Him?’ 
While, however, the serpent thus received a 
deadly wound in the head at the conclusion of 
this bruising of the Seed of the woman in the heel, 
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there was yet granted him for a season the oppor- 
tunity of displaying his antagonism against the 
Most High by assailing the woman herself—the 
Church of the Firstborn. This final phase of Satanic 
energy leads us to aconsideration of the remaining 
epoch of the judgment on Satan, viz., 

3. The EXECUTION of the Divine sentence at close 
of the temptation of the ‘PERFECT MAN.’ 

The reader’s attention has already been called 
to the anthropological economy revealed by Je- 
hovah in His Word, and to the truth that a sequence 
of Men, leading from the ‘ First Man’ through the 
‘Second’ upto the ‘Perfect Man, is identified very 
closely with the history of the great enemy of the 
Divine plans and purposes. The ‘Perfect Man’ is 
bier bacalotsthne heavenly counsels. The First 
Man was of the earth earthy, and, being fallible, 
fell, under the superior wisdom of the angelic 
serpent. In that Man, therefore, it was impossible 
that the Eternal and infinitely Holy God should find 
His rest. Then, in the Second Man, we find One 
who occupies the position of a JZediator, and, as 
‘a Mediator is not a Mediator of oe, but at least 
of two parties, so the Second Man could not be 
Jehovah’s fimal resting-place. As, therefore, the 
First Man led up to the Second, so the Second to 
the Perfect ; for the redeemed of Christ Jesus, the . 
Church of the Firstborn, is plainly declared to be 
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the complement (to mAnpwpa) of Christ.! Indeed, 
so true is it that the Redeemer and the redeemed 
are reckoned ove in the counsels of Jehovah, that 
the Holy Ghost emphatically calls the Church 
and her Risen Head by the common title—‘ THE 
CHRIST’ (6 Xpuctés).2 The temple of this mysti- 
cal body of the Christ is superexcellently designed 
to be God’s rest. Even zow it can be said of all 


A Ion. i. 23. 

2 1 Cor. xii. 12. This mystic or spiritual union between 
Jesus and the Church is exquisitely portrayed in the alle- 
gorical ‘Song of Songs,’ where the title of the Bridegroom 
passes on to His espoused one, and that also as asserting her 
full participation in His character as well asname. Is myby 
(Solomon) the principal personage, the king whose praise 
and whose excellencies are celebrated? Then the bride- 
elect is entitled prysyyy (Shulamite, the femeznzne of Solomon). 
And if His name signify the Perfect One, yet only as He is 
one with her whose name is also Pevjfect. Then, too, it is 
noteworthy that ske who takes so prominent a place in this 
inspired composition is wholly merged into //z# who is her 
head ; for the Z¢/e of the book, as found in the first verse, 
is: ‘The Song of Songs which is So/omon’s, or rather ‘ of 
or concerning the Perfect One, sysws pwn ayy. It is 
the chief of all songs concerning the Peaceable, the Perfect 
One; for the English reader. loses the main point of the 
title if he think that the genitive ‘Solomon’s’ is intended 
merely to imply the azthorshif of the book. The very 
subject of the song is set forth therein, and that subject is the 
union that subsists betwixt Christ and the Church—‘ the 
glorious Church’ which was once ‘black’ as Kedar’s skin- 
covered tents, but in her Beloved ‘comely’ and beautiful as 
the tapestries of a palace, as the embroidered work in the 
habitation of her King. 
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the saints, that they are ‘an habitation of God, ! as 

Bpeie “zz the Lord, ‘the Second: Man.’ ° This 
present dispensation of Gospel grace is designed 
to be the divine occasion for ‘ perfecting the saints,’ 
for the ‘edifying (i.e. building up) of the body of 
Christ. And this glorious work of Jehovah’s 
grace and love must go on prqspering ‘till we all 
come into the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a PERFECT 
MAN, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of the Christ (tod wAnpwopatos Tob Xpiarod).’? It is 
of this one Christ, then—Head and Body—that 
Jehovah declares in the Book, ‘This is My rest for 
ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it.’ 3 
This is the Man of Perfection whom a covenant 
of grace has secured for the everlasting glory of ° 
the Triune Jehovah. 

With this divine plan, then, the arch-enemy of 
God is thoroughly conversant. To hinder, for he 
cannot defeat, its realisation is his untiring em- 
ployment. Full well he knows that once God’s 
purpose is fulfilled, his doom will be eternally 
sealed and executed. The utter overthrow of all 
enemies, angelic and human, is identified with the 
appearing of the Lord Jesus to take unto Himself 
‘the glorious kingdom of His redeemed. Seated 
now at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
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Jesus sits there as ‘Head over all things to the 
Church.” 1 When He ascended, after having de- 
scended first into the lower parts of the earth, 
He entered upon the assertion of His kingly office, 
Satan, with all his principalities and powers, being 
subject unto Him.? And, spite of the machinations 
of the ‘ god of this age,’ Christ ‘ must reign till He 
hath put all enemies under His feet,’ * even ‘DEATH’ 
(Satan’s sword) being finally wrested from the 
tyrant’s hand, and cast, with the dragon himself, 
‘into the lake of fire.’ 4 

Now, a desperate purpose to try with fiery trial 
the redeemed Church of God possessed the devil 
as he entered upon this present dispensation, the 
smart of the ‘bruise’- he had just received 
from the Second Man only serving to increase his 
deadly hostility. 

The day of Pentecost, when three thousand of 
his victims were delivered from the power of the 
lion, left him no room to hope that the work of 
the Holy Ghost would create no stir among the 
nations of the earth. The fact that men of all 
languages heard the Gospel in their own tongues, 
and believed in Christ, convinced the Prince of 
Darkness that the struggle between himself and 
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the kingdom of light would be world-wide in its 
extent, and terrible in its strength. 

Scanning, therefore, the dispensation in its 
length and final issues, the crafty spirit of evil 
devised his plans of attack accordingly. He would 
suit his temptations to the respective ages of the 
Church’s history and her shifting spiritual condi- 
tion therein. 

The careful student of the course of God’s 
Church on earth since the day of Pentecost will 
not fail to have observed that the epochs of Satan’s 
temptation throughout are divisible into ¢hree. It 

is true that the gradations which characterise the 
transitions from one period of temptation to the 
next are occasionally difficult to trace out, yet, as 
the new period approaches more closely, its indi- 
viduality becomes unmistakable. 

The common characteristic of these three epochs 
is that they all close with bloodshed and physical 
persecution, while the periods leading up to the 
times of persecution are more or less tainted with 
‘apostasy from the truth of God’s Word, with the 
development of heresies, abounding schisms, and 
the growth of world power in the Church. 

Moreover, it is noteworthy that the three prin- 
cipal epochs of temptation which mark Satan’s anta- 
gonism to Christ in the persons of His people in 
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this dispensation follow, or seem to follow, in the 
same order as did the temptations of the First 
Man and the Second Man. We have seen how in 
both those former temptations the principle Satan 
proceeded upon was to appeal to the senses, and 
offer inducements to them with a view to satisfying 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life. It might at the time haverpecn 
further pointed out that each appeal of the 
tempter had its own sphere of action, the lust of 
the flesh finding its sphere in the dody ; the lust of 
the eyes in the sensuous part, the soul; and the 
pride of life in the intellectual, the spzvzz. Thus 
the whole trichotomy of the Man in each case was 
assailed by the serpent. Thus, too, in the history of 
the temptation of the ‘ Perfect Man,’ the gradations 
of Satan’s attacks are distinctly marked, beginning 
with what may, in the Church’s corporate capacity, 


be called the Jody, following on to that which answers — 


to the sow/, and culminating in the intellectual, 
or that which in an individual man is the spzriz¢. 

Briefly stated, the case is thus :— 

(a) The first period of Satan’s trial of God’s 
Church after the resurrection of Christ may be 
said to have extended from the day of Pentecost 
to the earlier part of the fourth century. ‘The 
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mystery of iniquity,’ we are distinctly told in Holy 
Scripture, was already energised by Satan even in 
Apostolic days! False prophets and deceivers 
were foretold as arising from amongst the primitive 
Christians themselves; yea, grievous wolves not 
sparing the flock.? Speedily the predicted tares 
of the enemy’s sowing sprang up. In the first 
century, as ecclesiastical history records, we find 
a plentiful growth of heresies in the infant 
Church, amongst them, of the Judaising class, 
the Ebionites, and the Nicolaitans; and of the 
Gnostic class, the Simonians, the Menandrians, the 
Cerinthians, and the Docete. The second century 
produced a still more prolific crop. Such. were 
the heresies of the Syrian, Asiatic, and Egyptian 
Gnostics, including those of Saturninus, Bardesanes, 
Tatian, Severus, Cerdo, Marcion, Lucian, Apelles, 
Valentinus, Basilides, Carpocrates, Heracleon, Pto- 
lemzeus, Secundus, Marcus, and Colobarsus. To 
this list may be added the Patripassians, who held 
that God the Father suffered in the crucifixion ; 
and the Montanists, whose leader, Montanus, 
if he did not go the full length of claiming to be 
the very Holy Ghost, yet gave out that he was 
the mouthpiece of the Paraclete, and possessed a 
revelation beyond that of the Scriptures. Many 
others might be enumerated. Amongst the apo- 
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stasies from the truth of God’s Gospel in the 
third century we find :—Novatian, Novatus, Noe- 
tus, Sabellius, Nepos, the Paulianists, and the 
Manicheans (a sect which aimed at combining 
Christianity with Oriental Paganism), whose 
founder, Manes, taught, along with other errors, 
that the principle of evil had an _ existence 
altogether izxdependent of God—in other words, 
that there were ¢wo Gods. Thus Photius remarks 
of a Manichean writer (one Agapius):! ‘He 
advanceth a bad principle self-existent and op- 
posite to God; which he sometimes calls nature, 
sometimes matter, sometimes Sazan, and the 
devil, and the prince and god of thts world, and 
the like’ The principal of these heresies drew 
large numbers of the professing Church aside from 
the truth of the Gospel, to the serious hurt of 
Christ’s kingdom and the great advancement of 
Satan’s. 

Moreover, during a great portion of the period 
referred to, namely, from A.D. 64 (Nero) to 313 
(Constantine), another and a very fearful phase of 
Satanic temptation tried the constancy of the 
Church of God. The revengeful spirit of evil, 
seeing that the choking of the Word of God could 
not be effected by the rank weeds of heresy not- 
withstanding that he had so plentifully sown and so 
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sedulously nurtured them, stirred up the fury of the 
Pagan world against the Christians, and kindled 
the fires of martyrdom whereby to tempt them to 
blaspheme and to recant their faith. The well- 
known den persecutions, during which the most un- 
heard-of barbarities were resorted to by the agents 
of Satan, were aimed mainly at the dodies of men, 
although property and everything held dear in 
this world were also ruthlessly attacked. The in- 
struments chosen by the serpent in his wisdom for 
this work of blood were altogether natural and to 
hand. What so easy as to induce benighted 
heathen rulers to see that the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity were fatal to Paganism? The Gospel which 
the Church of God taught drew men from the 
temples and sacrifices, from the religious solem- 
nities and public sports of the Gentile world—in 
short, from the worship of devils—to the pure, holy, 
and spiritual service and worship of the living and 
true God. The provocation was therefore manifest. 
With a will did the several Roman emperors give 
themselves to the work of extirpating alike the 
Christian faith and the Christians themselves. 
The last of all those ten principal persecutions of 
the primitive Church was the longest and worst. 
And this latest assault of Satan’s on the kingdom 
of Christin the first epoch was intensified by a speczal 
effort to destroy the Holy Books which enshrined the 
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faith of the Gospel. Sulpicius Severus (quoted by 
Or. Lardner, vol. iv. p. 294) observes :—‘ Never 
was the world more wasted by any war. And 
Lardner himself adds :—‘ That observation is veri- 
fied by the eighth and ninth books of Eusebius’s 
“Ecclesiastical History,” together with his book of 
“The Martyrs of Palestine,” containing the authen- 
tic accounts of a learned and eminent man who was 
a contemporary and an eye-witness of many of the 
cruelties related by him. The spiritual fidelity of 
the Christians under this Diocletian persecution 
was most sorely tested, inasmuch as they were not . 
only tortured mercilessly with a view to their deny- 
ing the faith of Christ, but, as Mosheim tells us in 
his ‘Ecclesiastical History’ (Cent. iv. cap. i.) :— 
‘The magistrates were ordered and commissioned 
to force all Christians, without distinction of rank 
or sex, fo sacrifice to the gods, and were authorised 
to employ all sorts of torments in order to drive 
them to this act of apostasy. The diligence and zeal 
of the Roman magistrates in the execution of this 
edict had like to have proved fatal to the Christian 
cause. The fiery ordeal was too much for many 
of the less strong and confirmed. There were 
stony-ground hearers of the Word in those days 
even as now. These were sifted out, so fulfilling 
the parable of our Lord, ‘He that received the 
seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth 
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the Word, and anon with joy receiveth it; yet 
hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while ; 
for when ¢rzbulation or persecution ariseth because 
of the Word, by and by he is: offended (Gr. 
scandalised).’! How great was the exultation of 
the prince of the demons at sight of this apostasy, 
misery, and bloodshed, who can conceive? Surely, 
_ when the cruel emperor took an instrument of 
music to make melody upon beholding the flaming 
city, he did but show himself one with the hosts 
of hell, and publish to the world the enmity of 
the seed of the serpent towards the Seed of the 
woman in accordance with the sentence passed in 
the garden of Eden. 

But dust was destined, even here, to be the 
serpent’s meat. The ways of God were past Satan’s 
finding out. In the very hour of this the first of 
the three great temptations of the Perfect Man, 
when the weakness of the Jody was thus ruthlessly 
tyrannised over by the great dragon, and a 
terrible dread reigned throughout the kingdom of 
Christ, the faithful Promiser wrought a sudden 
and great deliverance for His afflicted people. 
Then was further fulfilled that exultant excla- 
mation of the glorified Head of the Body :—‘ All 
My bones shall say, LORD, who is like unto Thee, 
which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong 
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for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that 
spoileth him ?’? 

A knowledge of the true God was at this 
juncture given, by grace, to one of the Roman 
emperors, Constantine, called the Great. And about 
A.D. 313 the persecution was stayed. But not only 
so. The zxgis of the State was cast over the infant 
Church ; and of the very power which so recently 
sought, under the promptings of the Spirit of Evil, 
to extinguish the light it might well be said, as it 
was of Saul after his conversion :—‘ He which per- 
secuted us in times past, now preacheth the faith 
which once he destroyed.’? Thus, out of the eater 
came forth meat, and out of the strong, sweetness. 
Then, in a blessed degree, the churches had rest on 
the earth. The first temptation had ended. The first 
epoch was distinctly marked off by the sovereign 
hand of God. But the tempter’s work was not 
yet finished. When he assailed the Second Man as 
to the dody, and met with defeat, then he raised the 
standard higher and proceeded to attack the sou. 
The parallel in the case of the Perfect Man next 
. demands our attention. 

(8) The second period of Satanic temptation 
now commenced, and may be reckoned as lasting 
from the time of Constantine to the era of the Re- 
formation in the sixteenth century. The circum- 
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_ stances of the Seed of the woman being now wholly 
changed, we find a change also in the tactics of the 
serpent and his seed. Hitherto Paganism had been 
the. devil’s stronghold, but Paganism was rapidly 
decaying before the Divine power of the Gospel. 
The vzszble Church, therefore, was the instrument 
selected by Satan for a new attack on the zxviszble. 
This plan of his had been clearly anticipated 
in the word of prophecy. The decrease of Pagan 
power and authority was to witness the increase 
of ecclesiastical authority and ascendency. ‘Thus, 
the Apostle St. Paul, who wrote to the Thessa- 
lonians about the time of Nero (the tyrant above re- 
ferred to), sketches, in a few words, and with a deli- 
cate allusion to the existing state of things in the 
Pagan empire, the future dominance of ecclesiasti- 
cism, its characteristics of evil, and final overthrow. 
‘Let no man deceive you,’ says the Apostle, ‘ by any 
means; for that day shall not come except there 
come a falling away [rather, as the Greek, the apostasy, 
n avroorac ta] first, and that MAN OF SIN be revealed, 
the SON OF PERDITION, who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is wor- 
shipped ; so that he, as God, sitteth in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God. Remember 
ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you 
these things? And now ye know what withholdeth, 
that he might be revealed in his time. For THE 
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MYSTERY of INIQUITY [/awlessness, avopia| doth 
already work: only he who now letteth, will let, until 
he be taken out of the way (ie. the Pagan rule]. 
And THEN shall that wicked (Greek, the lawless 
one, 0 avopos| be revealed, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of His coming: even 
him whose coming is after the working of SATAN 
[or, according to the energy of Satan] with all power 
and szgns and lying wonders, and with all deceiv- 
ableness of unrighteousness in them that perish ; 
because they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved. And for this cause God 
shall send them strong delusion [rather, an ENERGY 
of IMPOSTURE, évépyeav tAavns] that they should 
believe a Lie [THE lie, 7@ wedder]; that they all 
might be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness.’! Accordingly, 
in proportion as the Gospel, under the safe- 
conduct of the empire, spread abroad, the old state 
of things began to wane, and the power of Zhe 
Church assumed the functions of government. 
Mosheim tells us? that ‘In episcopal order, the 
Bishop of Rome was the first in rank, and was dis- 
tinguished by a sort of pre-eminence over all 
other prelates. . . . The Bishop of Rome sur- 
passed all his brethren in the magnificence and 
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splendour of the church over which he presided ; in 
the riches of his revenues and possessions; in the 
number and variety of his ministers ; in his credit 
with the people ; and in his sumptuous and splendid 
manner of living. These dazzling marks of human 
power, these ambiguous proofs of true greatness and 
felicity, had such a mighty influence upon the minds 
of the multitude, that the see of Rome became, in this 
(the fourth) century, a most seducing object of sacer- 
dotal ambition. The short step from this self- 
indulgence to vice itself was soon taken, and the 
well-informed authority above quoted records that 
‘The additions made by the emperors and others 
to the wealth, honours, and advantages of the clergy, 
were followed with a proportionable augmentation 
of vices and luxury, particularly among those of 
that sacred order who lived in great and opulent 
cities ; and that many such additions were made to 
that order after the time of Constantine is a mat- 
ter that admits of no dispute.’! As wealth and 
‘influence continued to grow, the chief authorities in 
the visible Church began to assume the most un- 
warrantable pretensions. Precedence over worldly 
states was openly claimed. In the case of the Bishop 
of Rome, and by the aid of the notorious tyrant, 
Phocas, the ominous title was obtained of Unz- 
versal Bishop. With this new dignity, implying 
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superiority over the whole visible Church on earth, 
the Roman pontiffs used all sorts of methods to 
maintain and enlarge their authority and pre-emi- 
nence; and though a fair show of opposition had 
to be met in certain quarters, yet wealth, power, 
and ambition prevailed. In course of time the 
empire of paganism was merged into the empire of 
the Papacy, the very same title, Pontifex Maximus, 
being adopted by the Pope that formerly pertained 
to the heathen emperors. Here was the fulfilling 
of the prophecy of St. Paul above quoted. That 
which did ‘let,’ or hinder, the manifestation of 
the Lawless One was at last taken out of the way, 
and the Man of Sin, the false apostle, the Son of 
Perdition, was revealed. in his true character. 
Satan’s working, though with ‘all deceivableness 
of unrighteousness,’ was highly successful, and now: 
it may be said that the great adversary of Christ’s 
Church had a counterfeit church of his own, an 
engine of power which needed only skill in the em- 
ployment of it to do terrible damage to the cause 
of vital religion, and especially to the true invisible 
Church of God throughout the world. 

The change of tactics on the part of the 
tempter, who, all through the first 300 years of 
our second period, was leading up his forces to the 
main position, is from this time out marked very 
distinctly as being an attack on the more sensuous 
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element in the Church, or body corporate, answering 
to the soul in the First and the Second Man. A 
gorgeous ceremonialism, clustering round material 
superstition, rapidly grew out of the visible Church’s 
worldly circumstances, until the climax was reached 
in the sixteenth century. Mosheim informs us, that 
‘Every Roman pontiff added something new to 
the ancient rites and institutions, as if it was an 
essential mark of their zeal for religion, and of | 
their pious discharge of the ministerial function, 
to divert the multitude with new shows and new 
— spectacles of devout mummery. These superstitious 
inventions were, in the time of Charlemagne, 
propagated from Rome among the other Latin 
Churches, whose subjection to the Roman ritual 
was necessary to satisfy the ambitious demands of 
the lordly pontiff’! If, then, this was true of the 
sowing time in the seventh century, how much more 
as succeeding ages ripened these human corrup- 
tions and they yielded the natural increase! The 
ministers of religion having left the fountain of 
living truth, and superseded the inspired Scriptures 
by their own traditions, the multitude easily 
followed. So long as the clergy could exalt them- 
selves in the eyes of the laity, the latter might 
remain in the grossest ignorance and superstition. 
The worship of images, the fiction of a purgatory, 
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the virtue of relics, and the like, were among the 
earlier popular departures from the right way. But 
the crowning error into which the visible Church 
was by degrees led—the process of Satanic inspi- 
ration extending from the eighth to the thirteenth 
century—was that che priesthood possessed a divine 
power to locate the Lord Fesus Christ on an earthly 
altar, and to lift Him up, under the veils of bread 
and wine, to the adoration of the people. It is in 
this blasphemous fraud that the Apostle Paul’s 
prophecy finds its accurate fulfilment. Of ‘the 
apostasy’ forerunning the second coming of 
Christ, he says that the deluded followers of the 
lawless one should believe ‘THE LIE ’—76 wWeddos.! 


1 The word wWevddos, as used in Holy Scripture, by no 
means always implies a falsehood spoken. It bears sometimes 
a general sense, as Eph. iv. 25. The force of this word may 
be thus stated—¢hat which ts not what tt professes to be, a 
delusion. Thus false gods, and mages, are included under 
this designation, as Rom. i. 25—‘ Who changed the truth of 
God into a “e (i.e. an zmage) and worshipped and served the 
creature, &c. Compare verse 23. And in the Book of 
Revelation we meet with the same application of the word 
‘lie’? to animage. Referring to the future state of glory, to 
which the invisible Church is predestined, the Holy Ghost 
says that ‘there shall in nowise enter into it anything that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh 
a lie’ (Rev. xxi. 27): and speaking of those ‘without’ He 
includes ‘ whosoever loveth and maketh a lie’ (Rev. xxii. 15). 
Images representing the Deity and humanity of God the 
Son are now openly set up by the Church of the Apostasy ; 
but this idolatry had its beginning when the Council of 
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Of all the impostures that the father of lies ever 
pawned upon a credulous world, this doctrine 
which, both logically and theologically, repeats 
millions of times the humiliation of the Blessed 
Redeemer, necessarily transcends all! Hence it is 
that the definite article is placed by the Holy Ghost 
before this word ‘lie. And from the date of the 
general acceptance of this dogma which is the 
centre and sum of the mystery of lawlessness, the 
great deceiver of the visible Church rapidly pro- 
ceeded to elaborate such a system of sensuous re- 
ligionism that the vast body of Christendom lapsed 
into a state of idolatry, not less real because founded 
on the name of Christ, while more potent than any 
of the more ancient forms, inasmuch as a measure 
of nominal truth intermingled with the theory of it. 

The growth of Satan’s system of paganising 
the visible Church of Christ is thus forcibly 


Constantinople, A.D. 754, declared that :—‘Our Lord 
having left no other image of Himself but the Sacrament, 
in which the substance of bread and wine is the image of 
His body,’ &c. Building on this false foundation that, in 
the supper, Christ left an zmage of Himself, the second 
Council of Nice, A.D. 787, asserted :—‘The Sacrament 
after consecration is not the zmage and antitype of Christ’s 
body and blood, but IS PROPERLY Hs body and blood? Thus 
‘the lie’ of Antichrist germinated, until the fourth Council 
of. Lateran, A.D. 1215, decreed Tyvansubstantiation to be 
a doctrine of the Church, and the Council of Trent, A.D. 
1551, pronounced an anathema upon all who should dis- 
believe it. 
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sketched by the Rev. I. J. Blunt:—‘It was a 
maxim with some of the early promoters of the 
Christian cause to do as little violence as possible 
to existing prejudices. They would run the risk 
of Barnabas being confounded with Jupiter, and 
Paul with Mercurius. In the transition of Pagan 
to Papal Rome, much of the old material was 
worked up. The heathen temples became Christian 
churches; the altars of the gods, altars of the 
saints ; the curtains, incense, tapers, votive tablets, 
remained the same; the aquaminarium was still 
the vessel for holy water; St. Peter stood at the 
gate instead of Cardea; St. Rocque or St. Sebastian 
in the bedroom, instead of the “ Phrygian Penates ;” 
St. Nicholas was the sign of the vessel instead of 
Castor and Pollux; the Mater Detiim became the 
Madonna; alms pro Matre Defiim became alms 
for the Madonna ; the festival of the Mater Deim, 
the festival of the Madonna, or Lady Day; the 
HOSTIA, or VICTIM, was now THE HOsT;? the 


! The doctrine of 7vansubstantiation inevitably led to the 
adoration of the local presence of the Lord under the forms 
of the elements. From the Roman canon law we learn 
that it was Pope Honorius, the successor of Innocent III., in 
the beginning of the thirteenth century, who ordered the 
priests to elevate the Host, and the people to prostrate them- 
selves before it in worship. In A.D. 1264 was established 
by Pope Urban IV. a festival in special honour of this 
awful blasphemy, called Corpus Christi, with which ever 
since have been connected the most revolting idolatries. 
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“ Lugentes Campi,” or Dismal Regions, Purgatory ; 
the offerings of the Manes were masses for the dead. 
The parallel might be drawn gut to a far greater 
extent ; indeed, so much of the Roman had been 
grafted upon the Roman Catholic system during 
the dark ages (as they are called) that the confusion 
of ideas and of terms resulting from it forms quite 
a feature in the writings of the Italian authors who 
lived at the revival of letters.’ ! 

The essential idolatry of the Mass is complete 
in its identity with the worship of idols, and is 
surely contemned by the Psalmist in the passage : 
‘ Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s 
hands. They have mouths, but they speak not ; 
eyes have they, but they see not; they have ears, 
but they hear not ; noses have they, but they smell 
not; they have hands, but they handle not; feet 
have they, but they walk not; neither speak they 
through their throat.’? This fact will be the more 
clear when the following testimony from the pen 
of a Romanist and a member of the so-called 
‘Society of Jesus’ is compared with the above in- 
spired passage. The language is really too revolt- 
ing for transcription ; but Satan’s depths must be 


1 Vide Sketch of the Reformation, by Rev. I. J. Blunt, 
Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge, pp. 13, 14. 
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uncovered, or his cause will get the advantage. 
The Jesuit writer (Father Nouett) says :— 

‘Lastly, on the change of the bread and wine, 
THE SACRED BODY OF JESUS CHRIST, which 
takes the place of the material food, remains under 
the species, having all the functions of tts natural 
life suspended. HE [ze. the Host] HAS EYES, BUT 
HE DOES NOT SEE; AND HE MAKES NO. USE 
OF HIS FACULTIES. ., .. He permits 7iiimselaees 
be CARRIED ABOUT, TOUCHED, HANDLED, AND 
EATEN, and yet is IMPASSIBLE,’! 

For several centuries, then, this system of 
Christianised Paganism trained the visible Church 
in the practice of the most perilous form of idola- 
try—in other words, of devil-worship—and the 
triumph of the tempter seemed complete. The 
Word of God had been laid aside for the traditions 
of man. An earthly priesthood had usurped the 
functions of Christ in forgiving sins and offering 
atonement for transgression, and ‘the Man of 
Sin’ sat in the temple of God, showing himself, so 
far as spiritualities, and indeed temporalities also, 
went, that he was God. The will of the vice-Christ, © 
or Antichrist, was supreme. He had decreed that 
in ‘the sacrifice of the altar’ there was a true pro- 
pitiatory offering for the sins of the living and 


1 Vide The Uctave of the Blessed Sacrament, pp. 41, 42, 
quoted in Rome, Antichrist, and the Papacy, pp. 101, 102. 
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the dead, and Christendom was bidden to bow down 
and worship before the man-made image. A solemn 
‘anathema’ was also pronounced against all or any 
who dared to refuse to worship the hideous’ idol 
which 4e had set up into whom, as into his pro- 
totype, Satan had fully entered. This hour of 
sensuous temptation was a season of triumph for 
the serpent. His reign seemed likely to last long— 
hundreds of millions comprised his subjects—all 
the world worshipped the beast and his image. 

But again dust is the serpent’s meat. A deadly 
wound must now fall upon his head. The Divine 
Governor of the invisible Church had not forgotten 
His promise—‘ Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the age.’ ! 

During the succeeding stages of corruption, 
both in doctrine and worship, in Christendom, and 
while the second of Satan's grand attacks on the 
Perfect Man steadily was leading up to its climax, 
the Lord had had His seven thousand in reserve 
who had not bowed the knee to the image Anti- 
christ had set up. This band of witnesses, from 
Wycliffe, vicar of Lutterworth, onwards, had been 
taught by the Holy Ghost that in the wretten 
Word of God, and not in the ora/ traditions of man, 
was to be found the faith once for all delivered 
to the saints. Just, therefore, when in the boasted 
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Council of Trent the Church which Antichrist had 
erected was publicly to receive its top-stone, the 
foundations mysteriously began to tremble, and the 
whole fabric was suddenly rent from the top to the 
bottom. The grand articulus stantis aut cadentis 
Ecclesie—justification by the free grace of faith— 
was flashed, like the pure electric light, in the face 
of the spiritual ignorance of preceding ages, and 
the nations, hitherto kept in gross darkness by the 
priesthood of Satan, were ushered into the glorious 
liberty of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
One of the greatest marvels of the awakening 
of the nations known as the Reformation of the 
sixteenth century was that the instruments most 
needed for the conduct of the work were ready to 
hand when the Lord needed them, The art of 
printing and the free circulation of the Word of 
Life, the bold protests of men like the well-known 
worthies who formed the front line of God’s army 
of witnesses, and the general proclamation of the 
glorious Gospel of the grace of God, were all used 
by the Spirit Jehovah to the casting down of the 
vast edifice which Satan had built up, and to the 
emancipation of millions who had been reared in 
the abominable idolatries of the medieval period. 
Never since the day of Pentecost had the Holy 
Ghost put forth so mighty an exhibition of His 
power. And what, it may be asked, was the 
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special blow struck at the head of the Serpent at 
this the close of his second trial of the Perfect 
Man? Nothing less than a divinely authoritative 
setting aside of that human element of sensuous re- 
ligionism which ever finds its expression in a wzszble 
symbolism and an organised saceraotalism. It is 
true that this principle of visibility and external- 
ism had been judged long before, when, by an awful 
providence, Jerusalem with its typical ceremonial- 
ism was rased to the ground, AD. 70. But at 
that period the canon of Holy Scripture was 
not complete, and the supremacy of the Bible, 
as the erhaustive revelation of Fehovah, had yet to 
be established. Hence ages were, in the Divine 
counsel, ordained to elapse, during which human 
tradition and patristic literature were allowed to 
run their course, develope and bring forth their 
inevitable results—the setting aside of the written 
Word and the substitution of human ordinances 
and teaching. Then, when Satan had succeeded 
in putting the Church above the Bible, and the 
priesthood above Christ, the plot of the deceiver 
of the nations was suddenly laid bare, and the 
craft of the serpent was more than matched by the 
Incarnate Wisdom of God, the Seed of the woman. 

Like a flash of lightning the truth spread 
throughout the world that the Pope was Antichrist, 
and that the only escape from the plagues allotted 
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to the false Church was by coming out of her lines. 
Rapidly were diffused translations of the Holy 
Scriptures from the dead languages in which they 
had hitherto been locked up, and the Spirit gave 
witness to the fact that, while for centuries the 
visible Church had taught a religion of sensuous 
pomp, ceremony, and symbolism, ‘God is a Spirit, 
and they that worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth. The very reaction from the 
grossness of the old lie of Satan to the living truth 
of the Word served to deepen the convictions felt 
by Christendom, and to break its allegiance with 
the Satanised system which for so many ages had 
held it in subjection. Thus it was that the great 
adversary was met at the point of the sword of the 
Word. ‘/¢ zs written’ was the epitaph scored into 
the very depths of the devil’s seeming triumph, 
and in letters so large and plain that even the way- 
faring man, though a fool, could read them and 
give God glory for the serpent’s defeat. 

From the sixteenth century downwards, then, 
to our own times, the ground of the devil’s attack 
on the invisible Church of God has been entirely 
shifted. ‘The Bible, the Bible only,’ became the 
watchword of the emancipated from the day of the 
Reformation. But the reader may not pass over 
the fiery ordeal which the Church of the Firstborn 
was called to know ere she was accounted pure- 
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handed enough to hold aloft this eternal banner of 
the truth. 

Just as at the close of the first temptation of the 
dispensation persecution marked thé rage of the 
foe, so also at the end of the second. The goods 
hitherto held in peace were not to be surrendered 
peaceably. Consequently we find the furious 
spirit of hell stirring up kings, princes,-and rulers 
to authorise the most fiendish massacres of the pro- 
testing Christians, and keeping the fires of inartyr 
dom flaming day and night. The so-called‘ Holy 
Office, or Court of Inquisition (indebted for its 
origin to the order of Rome’s saint, Dominic), re- 
sorted to the most diabolical excesses in its attempts 
to put out the light of the Gospel in the persons 
of those whom it had illuminated. The Romish 
writer Llorente, who was some years secretary to 
the Spanish Inquisition, computes that in the short 
space of thirty-six years no fewer than 13,000 
human beings were burnt, and 17,000 condemned 
to different lesser sentences, in Spain alone; 
191,423 being condemned in some form or other 
under the jurisdiction of this Satanic institution in 
the Peninsula. 

During the earlier part of this second period of 
dispensational temptation there had been reared in 
the East another and a gigantic system of eccle- 
siastical imposture and soul-destroying error in the 
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shape of Mohammedanism. This false Church 
also set aside the Holy Scriptures, substituting for 
them the fraudful writings of man in the shape of 
the Koran: The early heresies referred to above, 
and which divided Christendom into a series of 
rival factions, afforded ‘the false prophet’ who 
founded Islamism a favourable field of enterprise, 
especially in Arabia, and in some of these he found 
ready allies. An idolatrous community com- 
pounded of nominal Christians and nominal Jews 
was soon carried away by the eloquence and uni- 
tarianism of Mohammed, and the movement spread 
with rapidity. The erand idea was to absorb both 
Christianity and Judaism, and to establish a new 
Church on the basis of a new revelation. The 
fanaticism of the leader fired the ranks of his fol-_ 
lowers, and with the sword in one hand and the 
Koran in the other the forces of the false prophet 
were led out to battle with the world. All Arabia, 
Syria, and finally the Eastern empire, fell before 
Islamism. Through centuries has this system of 
bloodthirsty fanaticism lived on amongst the 
nations, still possessing probably not fewer than 
140,000,000 adherents to its creed, and ready, as its 
history has uniformly shown, to draw the sword at 
any moment when the weakness of its adversaries 
promises success to its tender mercies. 

Such, then, are the blood-stained steps of the 
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great red dragon as we track him along the dusty 
road of ages and generations down to the close 
of the second of our three epochs of temptation. 

(y) Again the scene changes. From the six- 
teenth to the nineteenth centuries the tactics of the 
devil are very patent, for history has faithfully re- 
corded his proceedings. As to the future which 
lies between ourselves and the final judgment of the 
god of this age, the light of inspired prophecy alone 
can guide us safely. 

Defeat, we have seen, once more met the grand 
designs of the deceiver at the period of the Protes- 
tant Reformation. Then were the witnesses, long 
clad in the garments of humiliation, honoured with 
release, and in the power of the Holy Ghost did 
they begin to testify salvation by the grace of God 
through Christ only. Then did Dagon fall before 
the ark of the Lord. The consumption appointed 
began at this period, ‘ Whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of His mouth,” that is, with His Word. 
The great apostasy had now to bear the brunt of 
Bible opposition on every side. All the decrees, 
laws, and councils, all the doctrines and practices 
of Antichrist, had now to submit to the test of Holy 
Scripture. The false Church was weighed in the 
balances of Divine truth and found wanting. The 
rulers of the earth proceeded to strip the proud 


1 2 Thess. 11. 8. 


138 The Satan of Scripture. 


mistress of all churches,and to establish amongst the 
people churches whose foundation in all matters of 
faith was the Bible only, whose services recognised 
the great truth that God is a Spirit, and whose 
worship, therefore, eliminated the sensuous and 
exalted the spiritual. The simplicity of apostolic 
times was the model adopted, though in some 
countries less thoroughly than in others. While, 
however, it is true that the Papal Dagon fell before 
the ark of God’s Word, yet ‘ the stump of Dagon’! 
was left to him; and like the stump of a tree 
whose roots are in the earth, there lay still vital 
force in the great apostate Church, needing only 
the occasion and the circumstances to again call 
forth its energies. Satan’s tactics from the Refor- 
mation downwards have, therefore, ever been to use 
the Church of Rome, either directly or indirectly, 
covertly or openly, politically or religiously, to 
divide and to corrupt all those Christian churches, 
communities, and governments which avowedly 
stand apart in principle from her upon whose 
brow is written in God’s handwriting, ‘MYSTERY, 
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. ? 

This policy of the tempter in his third and 
final assault upon the Perfect Man is being steadily 
and persistently worked out. 
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We have said that the Bible became at the 
Reformation the supreme directory of the Protestant 
Churches. Tradition was jealously rejected, and 
the canon of Scripture itself was purged, for 
Rome had added numbers of Apocryphal books to 
those of Divine inspiration. The sixth Article of 
the Church of England fairly represents the senti- 
ments of the Church of God as to the supremacy 
of the Word. Upon these lines, then, the Churches 
of Christ proceeded and multiplied, and prevailed 
mightily. Along with the free circulation of the 
Bible flourished learning, national enlightenment, 
and the higher forms of civilisation. The prosperity 
of Protestant countries rapidly placed them in the 
front ranks of the kingdoms of the earth. The 
terrible history of the ravages Antichrist had made 
upon the rights and liberties of man was for a 
while kept in vivid remembrance by the rulers 
of the emancipated peoples. Satan’s time had not 
yet come. But his vigilance was busy gauging the 
new state of things, and preparing for his final 
campaign. He had already tried the Church 
vainly in the dody and in the soul; now he would 
aim his shafts at the highest department ‘of its 
threefold constitution—the spzrit, or that which 
answers in a corporation to the spirit in man. 

The physical and the sensuous organisms having 
passed through the ordeal of Satanic attack, he 
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warily proceeds to assail the zutellectual. The 
naturalness of this procedure is too apparent to 
need comment. The license of veason is the cer- 
tain rebound of the pendulum of mind from the 
repressiveness of sacerdotalism. Popery and infi- 
delity are to one another as cause and effect. The 
history of every nation wherein the Word of God has 
not been the origin of its reformation has proved 
that the step is a short one from believing too 
much to believing nothing. If we take our own 
country and, say, Germany (the cradle of the Re- 
formation in the sixteenth century) by way of con- 
trast, the case becomes clearer. The Reformation 
movement in Germany may be said to have centred 
chiefly, under God, in the person of Martin Luther, 
whose bold and scathing exposure of the abomina- 
tions of that Church which he personally had only 
recently come to see in the light of God’s Word, 
educated the people in a desire for better things. 
But in the case of England a work of silent pre- 
paration had been going on amongst the people for 
nearly two hundred years, extending from the time 
of Wycliffe in the fourteenth century downwards. 
The enlightened vicar of Lutterworth determined 
upon giving to the Church of God in England a 
translation of the Scriptures in their own tongue. 
He was prospered in his onerous undertaking, and 
there is reason to believe that the whole work was 
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finished, and copies transcribed and put in -circu- 
lation, some years before the translator’s death. 
Some of these MS. copies still exist, and are to be 
found not only in our British Museum, university 
and college libraries, cathedrals, and other public 
buildings, but in the collections of private persons 
also. Clear proof this that the work of transcription 
must have been carried on to a considerable extent, 
the more so when it is remembered that Rome’s 
efforts were ceaseless to repress the general know- 
ledge of God’s Word. This good seed thus widely 
sown was bound by the promise and grace of God 
togerminate. It did germinate extensively spite of 
much persecution, and when the era of the Refor- 
mation proper dawned it found a people waiting 
for the morning, and ready to take their places in 
the ranks of the Lord’s army against Satan’s anti- 
christian imposture. 

Now let it be noted well that these two ae 
testant countries, Germany and England, when 
subsequently called to endure the sifting of the 
tempter, have yielded, as to /ntellectualsm, not in 
the order of England first, and then Germany, 
but in exactly the opposite. Protestant Ger- 
many has done little for the general diffusion of 
the Bible, comparatively speaking, since Martin 
Luther’s own translation was published. England, 
on the other hand, has been distinguished by untir- 
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ing labours in the cause of Bible translation and 
circulation. Without carrying the contrast beyond 
this incontestable fact, let the eye of the reader now 
turn to the leading characteristics of the German 
Protestant or Evangelical teaching current at the 
present time. Where is its sprirituality? Where 
is its experience? Where, we may, alas! ask, are 
its fundamentals to be found, for a vagueness of 
doctrine obtains generally as to the atonement of 
Christ, the Person and offices of the Holy Ghost, the 
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, the justifica- 
tion of the sinner (and indeed his need of any jus- 
tification at all), and the nature and domain of the 
grace of God? Instead of a clearer statement than 
that of Luther’s days of the grand distinctive evan- 
gelical truths which the Reformers, according to 
their light, set forth, we often listen in vain for any 
allusion to them. In the pervading theological 
literature of Protestant Germany of to-day, reason 
proudly sits in the chair of fazth, and the natural 
powers of man are endued with the attributes of 
Divinity. Nothing is to be received as truth which 
the innate verifying faculty of fallen man condemns. 
The very Word of Jehovah must submit to the same 
intellectual test. And to what has thisled? Why, 
precisely to that which Satan aimed at. Inasmuch 
as the Bible is mainly a book of doctrines illustrated 
by tens of thousands of facts, and those doctrines 
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are, more or less, and of necessity, at war with 
the fallen nature of man, the entire Book is finally 
denied. The process may be piecemeal and slow, 
but it is progressive and sure. Few indeed, and 
‘men wondered at,’ are German divines of repute 
who now-a-days stand in the old paths and proclaim 
the good way. Rationalism, or, in other words, 
proud intellectualism, holds down the German mind 
under its self-sufficient rule. This spirit of mental 
sovereignty is traceable all through the departments 
of German study. The ‘pride of life’ finds its field 
of enterprise an open one when once the powers 
of the human intellect are deemed sufficiently gifted 
with wisdom and authority to sit in judgment on che 
things of God. Clearly the things of max present 
less considerable difficulties and promise easier dis- 
tinctions. What wonder, therefore, that literary, 
scientific, and philosophical greatness should be the 
aim, and the successful aim, of sucha people?) What 
wonder either that the great mental achievements 
in the departments of speculative theology, of 
letters, of science, and of philosophy, should act 
outwards on other nations? Is not knowledge 
naturally diffusive? Is not mind, like matter, 
demonstrative of its own existence and properties ? 
These unquestionable principles, then, are utilised 
by the ‘god of this age, and we trace his busy 
hand in the introduction and diffusion in our 
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own Bible-loving and Bible-honouring land, within 
recent years, of that rationalistic literature which 
owes its birth to Germany, and which has already 
sapped and mined the faith of the Reformation 
there and substituted for it a boasting confidence 
in human intellect, its sovereignty, and its suf- 
ficiency. 

It is positively marvellous to a calm observer 
of the times to see with what rapidity the plague 


has spread within the past forty years in Great 


Britain—not to enter upon a wider field of observa- 
tion, although the same facts hold good of all the 
Protestant nations of the earth. Satan has evi- 
dently well calculated his measures, and, in the 
choice of his instruments, has displayed his cha- 
racteristic subtlety. He sets his evil eye upon one 
of the most highly educated of the nations, one pre- 
‘eminent as a war power, and practically governed 
by the master intellect of the age, and, with all the 
prestige these things in.combination afford, he edu- 


cates other nations by the potent force of example. — 


We therefore find the same lines of thought now 
being steadily followed in our own land, the same 
policy of high-pressure education entered upon, the 
same race after scientific precedence earnestly pur- 
sued, though not the same yet not dissimilar military 
organisation elaborated, and, alas! chiefly the same 
theology, or rather neology, saturating the teaching 
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of the pulpits both conforming and nonconforming 
throughout the country. Our universities, with all 
the immense direct and indirect influence they are 
capable of exerting on the national life and charac- 
ter, are either going, or gone, upon the same non- 
Bible principles, withdrawing, or having withdrawn, 
very largely, their distinctively Christian profes- 
sions. And then that most powerful of all popular 
educators, the Press, both daily and periodical, 
alike for the aristocracy and for the pitmen in 
our coal districts, proclaims the finally developed 
principle of ‘the god of this age, not only that 
‘the highest study of mankind is man,’ but more, 
that the highest RULER of mankind is MAN. By 
way of illustrating the alarming length to which 
the English press is leading the educated classes, 
tne Contemporary Review’ may here be quoted— 
italicised for the reader's convenience. In the 
Gamo lon june)’1876 is an article entitled 
‘Evolution and the Religion of the Future.’ The 
theory of the writer is that the various religions 
which have marked the world’s history from the 
beginning downwards seem to have proceeded 
upon a fixed principle of development. 
Christianity is certainly allowed a place by the 
author amongst the religions of the world, and 
Jesus is classed with the‘ original thinkers’ whose 
ordinary lot is to experience ‘the solitude of a new 
L 
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dea’ (p. 117). Then the article proceeds: ‘In 
renouncing their allegiance to the infallible Church, 
the Reformers clung with all the more tenacity to 
the Bible, as the infallible Word of God ; and at- 
taching themselves to the letter rather than to 
the spirit of Scripture, they 1x fact intensified the 
antagonism between science and religion which 
had unfortunately characterised the ancient Church. 
Another fatal error of the evangelical system 
is the tendency to exalt /fazth at the expense 
of reason and conscience by attaching special 
importance to those doctrines, such as eternal 
torment and vicarious satisfaction, which are most 
revolting to the common sense and also to the com- 
mon conscience of mankind. To these and kindred 


doctrines embodied in the ancient creeds, the Re-- 


formers and their followers clung with passionate 
vehemence ; and if we would trace to their source 
the so-called sceptical tendencies of the age, we must, 
I believe, take into account not merely the recent 
freaks of Ultramontanism and the works of advanced 
thinkers, but also the popular doctrines of ortho- 
oxy. ; , 

‘A momentous change is, however, at hand. 
Hitherto the majority of mankind have accepted 
their religious beliefs on external authority—that 
either of the 4zb/e or the Church. But in the 
light of modern criticism it is discovered that xo 


ee 
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authority is infallible—that the claims alike of in- 
spiration and tradition must be brought before the 
bar of reason and conscience, and that upon their 
veraict.the decision as to the true and the good must 
finally vest... The main battle between science 
and religion has already been fought and won ; the 
authority of Scripture in scientific matters ts repu- 
diated. Science, like a young giant newly emanct- 
pated from thraldom, is girded for its onward 
march unimpeded by the venerable Mentor by whom 
his progress has been so long and so fatally re- 
fa7e7a (Ppa 11S, 110)... .« Lhe. ereeds. also. are, 
undergoing a transformation in harmony with the 
spirit of the age; in many quarters they wear a 
wan and ghostlike aspect, and some of their fiercest 
dogmas, such as the eternity of hell-fire, will ere 
long be regarded as traditions of the past... 
Meanwhile a voice from the far East tells us that 
“in every one of the great States of Asia the same 
transforming process is going on. Not only under 
the Western civilisation of Christianity, but under 
the Oriental civilisation of Confucianism, of Budd- 
hism, of Brahmanism, and of Islamism (and we may 
add of Judaism also), there now exist forces de- 
structive of supernatural beliefs and exclusive dog- 
mas. ... This break-up of traditional beliefs, 
apparently coextensive with civilisation, may be hailed 


as the morning-red, heralding the dawn of a new 
L2 
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reformation (p. 119). ... I must content myself 
with a hasty glance at the leading Churches of 
Christendom, and we may thus perhaps obtain a 
few hints as to the essential characteristics of the 
religion of the future. ... THE CHURCH OF THE 
FUTURE must love God with heart and soul and 
mind and strength, and not till these now scattered 
elements are combined will religion become a 
mighty power to move the world. . . . It cannot 
be denied that, alike by our orthodox and Catholic 
brethren, the Auman intellect has been placed under 
a ban; by ¢he dethronement of reason religion has 
been withdrawn from wide domains of thought and 
life, to the neglect of those wider aspects of faith 
and duty which can alone bring it into harmony 
with the requirements of the age... . While seeking 
to undermine the popular creeds of Christendom, we 
must be careful to offer to the human heart an 
object which can inspire a love as true and deep 
as that with which our orthodox brethren cling to 
the Saviour of the popular theology (p. 122)... . 
In the light of THIS GRAND IDEAL the whole 
range of human activity would be glorified, and 
the service of GOD be transmuted into the service 
of MAN’ (p. 123). 

And now a phenomenon. For the self-same 
principle is energising the Church of the apostasy 
Has not a decree been passed at the Council of 
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the Vatican (1870) that the Bishop of Rome is 
alone, amongst the entire community of the human 
race, INFALLIBLE zz his judgment and utterances? 
What means this startling coincidence? Is not 
Rationalism amongst the nations ripening for a 
climax, when, zz an entirely new and popular 
character, THE PAPAL ANTICHRIST shall claim, 
and have acknowledged, the right to HEAD the 
world’s COMMUNISM, azd to lead the nations to the 
final, and, as it must prove, fatal, attack on the 
prevogatives of the Most High, and on the kingdom 
of His Christ? 

This coincidence between the remarkable ascend- 
ency of the principle of HUMAN SOVEREIGNTY 
amongst the nations of nominal Protestantism, and 
the pretensions of the acknowledged Head of 
200,000,000 of the human race owning religious 
allegiance to ONE MAN, at one and the same moment 
an thes dispensation, can be accounted for upon no 
other ground than that there 1s @ SATANIC CON- 
SrePRACy 1O HEAD UP THE POWERS OF OUR 
FALLEN RACE for a@ COMBINED ATTACK on the 
Divine Constitution, on the Throne which ts its 
foundation, and on HIM who is seated there as 
the invisible Head of the invesible Church militant 
here on earth ! 

Such, then, is the nature of the last temptation 
of the ‘ Perfect Man.’ 
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But the process has hitherto been somewhat 
slow and, for the most part, silent. Its ramifica- 
tions, however, are multiform. It will be readily 
seen that the ascendency of the human element 
in the world’s economy means /aw/lessness towards 
its Divine Governor. It is, indeed, a ‘transmuta- 
tion, to quote the language of the Rationalistic 
writer in the ‘Contemporary Review,’ when, as 
there it is laid down in programme for the future, 
the service of God comes to mean one and the 
same thing as the service of man! Now, who, 
with eyes open, has failed of later years to remark 
the restlessness, the revolutionary temper, the law- 
lessness, characterising all classes of society, all 
conditions of life, all departments of the common- 
wealth of the nations? Not, however, to travel 
beyond the limits of our own shores, what must be 
reckoned as amongst the leading features of our 
internal history during the lifetime of many still 
with us?) Who can read the Divine prophecy con- 
cerning the closing days of this ‘age,’ as recorded 
in 2 Tim. iii. 1-5, and not be both able and obliged 
to verify every note and particular in the things 
and persons that surround him daily? The 
energising spirit of dvouia—impatience of all 
restraint—is powerfully taking possession of man; 
and society, while feeling the vibrations of the 
approaching shock, seems wholly unaware that 
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Satan is surely accumulating the elements of 
mind, intellect, and thought, in a thousand forms, 
preparatory to a world-wide upheaval—a fearful 
outburst of human blasphemy on the part of a 
vast international God-defying confederacy whose 
excesses what tongue can foretell, what pen de- 
scribe! Let the reader now carefully observe the 
serpent’s influential activity in the fulfilment of 
the following inspired prophecy (2 Tim. iti, 1-5.) 
‘This know that in the last days perilous [Gr. 
difficult, grievous| times shall come. For,— 

(a) ‘Men shall be lovers of their own selves’ 
—diravto., self-conceited ones. Alas! how com- 
monly is this a characteristic of the day! What, 
if not self-nterest, governs society at large? 
What, if not self-concett, animates our public 
speakers, who never tire of boasting of our 
national arms, of our wealth, our world-wide 
possessions, our fame, our learning, our discoveries, 
our industries, our commerce, our freedom, and 
the like? Where, in the daily reports of the utter- 
ances of our rulers and statesmen, do we find the 
accents of humility, of humble gratitude God-ward 
that He in His bounty has given, not we in our 
own strength have gotten, all this greatness and 
glory? 

(0) ‘ Covetous ’—qurdpyupor, (lit.) money-lovers. 
English gold and the love of it are proverbial. 
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Whence those endless public schemes to convert 
earth, air, fire, and water, into go/d? Whence too 
those gigantic periodical collapses in the mad race 
for wealth? Whence the revelations of our bank- 
ruptcy courts, and, how often, of our criminal 
courts also? What of the 700,000,000/ repre- 
senting the annual income of this country? Does 
it satisfy the national thirst for gold? The cry of 
every hour of the day is ‘More, more!” 

(c) ‘ Boasters ’—anafoves, ostentatious ones.. What 
are our never-ceasing exhibitions and shows ? What 
the costly parade and ruinous festivities during the 
fashionable ‘seasons’? What the luxurious and 
gaudy dress of the day,extending down to the lowest 
strata of society? What the magnificence of our 
equipages? What the dazzling displays, never so - 
general as of late, in the shape of banquets, festivals, 
receptions, and the like ? What of the public vying 
with each other to take ‘the lead’ on public occa- 
sions, and in the places of fashionable resort? Is 
not all this, and an endless variety besides, the 
outward expression of a growing love of ostenta- 
tion within—an ostentation which Satan delights 
to foster, for it intoxicates the mind and perverts 
all sense of even justice and right? 

(Z) ‘ Proud’—vrrepjgavor,(lit.) showing themselves 
above their fellows. Again we are confronted by 
the practical spirit of the age, for in all ranks of 
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society there is too plain a tendency to appear to 
be superior to the station of life which God has or- 
dained. A thousand forms of this evil will present 
themselves upon a little reflection. Perhaps this is 
most evident in that general indulgence in pleasures 
and luxuries wholly unfitted to their station, of 
which men now so freely partake, not merely for 
personal gratification, but to appear to others their 
equals that they are above them in wealth and 
social status. How many families are brought 
to ruin by this mad folly, and yet the eyes of the 
multitude of the proud ones are not opened to 
beware. The false step once taken is rarely re- 
trieved. No class of the community is exempt 
from this fatal temptation. | 

(ec) ‘Blasphemers,’ What so common in these 
times as hard speeches against the truth of God, 
and the God of the truth? Pilate’s question, ‘ What 
zs truth ?’ is now on the lips of the multitude. The 
way of the truth is evil spoken of, and those who 
follow these pernicious ways are many. The bold- 
est infidelity is now circulated, as we saw above, in 
the highest circles in the land, while Halls of 
Science, so called, open their capacious doors to 
the working classes on the Sabbath, and crowded 
assemblies applaud the most revolting and gross 
attacks on the name and Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, upon the Holy Scriptures, and upon all who 
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revere and uphold them. Under the same pro- 
phetic head of blasphemy or evil speaking must 
be ranked the growing determination in this day to 
exclude God’s Word, and God Himself, from the 
National Schools. Already the Bible is no longer 
upheld by the State in the elementary schools of 
the land, and all recognition of its importance is 
withdrawn. Every three years, at the ‘School 
Board elections, the question is discussed publicly 
and freely: Shall the Boards be composed of men 
who are for, or against, the Bible? Thus not only 
is the recognition of God’s word made.a debatable 
consideration, but Satan’s cause is further promoted 
by the use of blasphemous language in the most 
public places, until upon the Lible is being now 
openly charged the crime of creating bitterness, of 
fostering uncharity, and of promoting dissension ! 
(7) ‘Disobedient to parents.’ The character 
of the times is even stamped on the children of the 
age. The restless impatience of all restraint so 
evident in the ranks of those of mature years in- 
fluences, in various prejudicial forms, those who are 
destined to take their places hereafter as the 
strength of the nation, and who will be in practice 
what they now are in temper, and tastes, and ten- — 
dencies. Ifthe Word of God, which alone affords 
right precepts for the training of the young, be 
nationally set aside, the inevitable result must be 


The final Doom of the Devil. 155 


ingratitude, selfishness, untruthfulness, deceitfulness, 
and disobedience on the part of the uninstructed 
toward those to whom they owe, under God, the 
greatest reverence, dutifulness, and fidelity. This 
defiance of parental authority, now so rife, will yet 
yield a terrible harvest. 

(¢) ‘Unthankful.’ Closely connected with 
the foregoing spirit of disobedience is this other 
mark of the age. Alas! how rarely are even the 
temporal blessings of God acknowledged in modern 
society, and the bounties which load the tables of 
the rich and of the working-classes too, how god- 
lessly are they enjoyed! Take an instance. If, 
indeed, grace be ‘said’ at all ‘ before meat, what a 
miserable mockery it usually is!—that mumbled, 
hurried, heartless formula which, barely out of the 
lips, is followed by some worldly remark, as 
though it were necessary to do away at once with 
all idea of any real gratitude to God, or of owing 
Him aught. Were one bold enough at any of 
the banquetings of these ungrateful days to stand 
up and give God thanks after the apostolic manner, 
it requires no great effort of the imagination to pic- 
ture the sense of annoyance which would show itself 
throughout the company, and the verdict of ‘bore’ 
that would follow. What, too, of modern ‘family 
prayers’? These things are true indications that 
the increase of national wealth, so far from increasing 
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thankfulness, is producing that hard, ungrateful 
spirit which was to mark the last days. 

(zk) ‘Unholy’ Like Jeshurun of old, who, 
when he waxed fat, rebelled, so the manifest 
tendency of our day of prosperity is to a sinful 
indulgence of natural tastes and desires. Take 
the awfully prevalent vice of intemperance, a vice 
not confined to either sex or to any one class of 
society. Who can predict to what further lengths 
this Satan-fostered national sin will not go? And 
then what tongue can exhaust the black long 
list of crimes written in God’s book of remem- 
brance as already the fruit of this one prolific root 
of bitterness? What of the profanity, uncleanness, 
cruelty, murder, daily flowing down our streets 
from this one foul source? Hundreds of millions 
sterling are being constantly cast into the exche- 
quer of Satan by the mad sons and daughters of 
our unholy age as the price of this one darling 
lust. Let our criminal and bankruptcy courts, 
our gaols, our workhouses, our lunatic asylums, our 
diseased offspring—let our costly excise and police 
organisations, our excessive taxes and rates, bear 
their united witness that even in this single matter 
of drunkenness we have characterised the age, and 
that that character is—‘unholy.’ Not particularly 
to dwell upon the prevalence, in all ranks of society, 
of those sins that sap the very roots of domestic 
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purity, enough to point to the revolting revelations 
of our Divorce Court, and to the columns of the 
daily press which record ad nauseam, yet far from 
exhaustively, the names and titles of the tarnished. 
Another and significant fact, illustrating the ‘un- 
holy’ condition of modern society, is that the 
divorced and the fallen, instead of being ostracised, 
are allowed to enjoy still the social amenities of 
the pure. This habitual condoning of notorious 
wickedness must eventually lead to an awfully 
depraved phase of moral and national existence— 
in fact to the reappearance of all that diabolism 
which the Holy Ghost has portrayed in the first 
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans as existing 
in the world at the first coming of Christ. Again, 
what is the popular literature of the age? What 
class of books is the most read, the most largely 
circulated? With what type of volumes are the 
shelves of our railway bookstalls staringly covered ? 
~ Works teeming with sensational, or at best ill- 
disguised, immorality, are those the multitudes 
eagerly inquire after and greedily devour—neither 
sex not age evincing the least disposition to 
apologise for the outrage on decency of which they 
are guilty by producing and perusing such litera- 
ture in the presence of ministers of the Gospel and 
of others who are commonly supposed to respect 
the laws of morality and propriety. Or, to take 


158 The Satan of Scripture. 


another form of the same prevalent ‘unholy’ taste, 
we have only to point to the print and bookselling 
establishments in the poorer districts of our English 
cities, towns, and villages. These are crowded to 
the full with publications, more or less suggestively 
illustrated, written by pens well skilled in Satan’s 
art, pandering to the grossest passions of fallen 
humanity, and appealing to the worst emotions 
of the uneducated natural mind. Ask our prison 
ordinaries the secret of juvenile crime, now one 
of the most alarming of our many social problems, 
and the certain answer will be—cheap bad literature. 
And what is to be hoped, in the way of warding 
off the terrible harvest-day of Satan’s triumph, on 
the part of godless education when it is itself the 
very means of placing in the hands of our poor 
population the ability requisite to gain access to 
the unclean pasture? And if it be replied that 
secular education also affords the means of getting 
access to wholesome reading, then the retort is 
obvious, that the natural heart under Satan’s 
temptings more readily prefers the impure to the 
pure, a godless education by closing the Bible 
having taken away the ove restraining medium of 
instruction and counsel. ‘Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way? By taking heed 
thereto according to Thy word, } 
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(2) ‘Without natural affection.’ The rapid 
decay of natural feeling or sympathy is becoming 
alarming in the highest degree. Modern education 
has per sé utterly failed to call forth the finer sensi- 
bilities of human nature, and the most revolting 
instances of the total absence of nxatural affection 
are daily increasing around us. What more terrible 
illustration of its kind could be asked for than the 
tenacity with which leading men of ‘ modern science’ 
are defending the diabolical practice of dissecting 
living animals admittedly for no profitable end in 
the vast majority of cases, protracting the anguish 
and torment for whole weeks at a time, and that in 
face of the writhing, the moaning, and the suppli- 
cating looks of the poor innocent subjects of scien- 
tific barbarity ? Alas! that some of the unhappy 
brutes themselves, even under circumstances of 
the most exaggerated suffering, should be able 
to enforce on their heartless tormentors lessons of 
natural affection which might well alarm the con- 
science were it not seared as with a hot iron! To 
quote a case, one amongst many, the operator, we 
are told, ‘cut open a bitch, and, while she was lying 
in exquisite torture, brought her pups to her. The 
poor animal, in the midst of her agony, zmediately 
fell to licking and fondling them as well as she was 
able. The problem ‘modern science, it seems, 
wished in this instance to illustrate was the affection 
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of animals for their young! What human being 
endowed with reason ever dared to doubt it ? 

The following letter from the Rev. C. P. 
Reichel, addressed to the editor of the ‘ Daily 
Press,’ should melt to tears the stoutest heart, and ; 
arouse all who read it to a sense of the alarming 
state of national morals when such barbarities can 
be not only extensively practised, but vigorously 
defended by men of distinction and learning. 

‘J find (writes Mr. Reichel) that many otherwise 
well-informed persons do not know what vivisection 
really means. I have been asked the question by 
such persons. And I believe the general apathy 
upon the subject is chiefly due to ignorance, which 
again arises from the very nature of the practices 
carried on under this term, inasmuch as they are 
too horrible for general exposure. For the infor- 
mation, then, of such persons, and also because an 
attempt was lately made to throw dust in the eyes 
of the public by applying the term “vivisection ” to 
operations performed on human beings with the 
view of saving life, whereas vivisection always ends 
in destroying life, though life be as much as possible 
economised by the protraction of the torture, allow 
me, in the last letter I shall write to you on this 
subject, to explain and illustrate the nature of the 
practices, the growing use of which has necessitated 
the introduction of this comprehensive term. 
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‘Vivisection literally means dissecting animals 
alive. Of course this cannot be done without 
frightful agony. But a great deal more than this 
is included under the term. Perhaps the best way 
of conveying some notion of what it means is to 
recount, as calmly and decently as I can, some of 
the experiments “unwillingly and _ sorrowfully” 
performed by vivisectors on living animals in the 
name of science. 

‘In the reports of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital 
in London, vol. i. (as quoted by Dr. Macaulay), we 
are told that one of the hospital physicians took 
sixteen cats, and, having opened their sides when 
under chloroform, tied up their bile-ducts, and then 
left them to expire slowly from the consequences 
of the operation. Cats were preferred to dogs 
because they would live longer under the torture. 
Some of them lived three weeks. The object was 
not to ascertain how liver complaint could be 
cured, but simply what morbid change in the liver 
took place from it. The experiment was, therefore, 
perfectly useless. Yet none of the “scientist’s” 
brother physicians at the hospital seem to have 
made any remonstrance against this piece of gra- 
tuitous cruelty. It is detailed in the reports with- 
out a word of condemnation. 

‘M. Bouillaud, a very distinguished “scientist,” 
and “one of the most conspicuous physicians in 
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the Medical School of Paris” (as Dr. Macaulay 
tells us), details as follows one of his experiments :— 
“T madean opening on each side of the forehead of 
a young dog, and forced a red-hot iron into each 
of the anterior lobes of the brain. Immediately 
the animal, after howling violently, lay down as if 
to sleep.” I spare the reader a number of horrible 
and revolting details, and proceed to the conclusion. 
“The dog,” says M. Bouillaud, “slept occasionally 
for a short time, and on awakening began its 
mournful cries. We tried to keep it quiet by 
beating it” (unwillingly and sorrowfully, I presume), 
“but it only cried the more loudly; it could not 
understand the lesson—it was incorrigible.” Fancy 
the “incorrigible” stupidity of a dog which only 
howls the more loudly when it is beaten after hav- 
ing the fore part of its brain burnt out by red-hot 
irons! “After some days,” proceeds M. Bouillaud, 
“T was obliged to kill it, as its irrepressible cries 
disturbed the neighbourhood.” That is to say, he 
put an end to this infernal torture, not from mercy 
to the poor animal, but from a wish to spare his 
neighbours the annoyance caused by its agonised 
howlings! The same “scientist” tells us how he 
selected another dog which had the misfortune of 
being lively, docile, and intelligent, “transfixed its 
brain on the 28th of June, and actually kept it 
alive, under all possible further experiments of 
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torture he could devise, until the 14th of August, 
when, at length, it was sacrificed in the performance 
of a new experiment!” Similar experiments were 
multiplied by this distinguished man, and with 
what upshot? Heshall tell it in his own words— 
“The subjects of these died too soon to allow me 
to draw any clear and definite conclusion.” 

‘Another ‘eminent French physiologist, M. 
Brachet, after inspiring strong aversion in a dog 
by plaguing it, and inflicting pain upon it, first 
‘ put out its eyes, and then destroyed its hearing by 
piercing the drum of the ear and filling up the 
cavity with wax, in order to try whether, blinded 
and deafened, it would exhibit the same aversion 
as before to a fellow-brute, when it could neither 
see nor hear! And when he found it did not, he 
repeated the experiment, so surprised was he at 
the result! -One does not know which to admire 
the most, the cruelty or the stupidity of an ex- 
periment made to establish the fact that an animal 
when blinded and deafened is not sensible to sights 
and sounds! 


‘Great discoveries are often claimed for vivi- 
section. What are these discoveries? The three 
really great discoveries ascribed to it by ignorant 
“scientists” (for there are such animals)—I mean 
the discovery of the circulation of the blood, the 
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discovery of the distinction between the nerves of 
sensation and the nerves of motion, and the use 
of chloroform as an anesthetic, were all made 
without any experiments on living animals, except, 
indeed, in the last case, on the person of Sir James 
Simpson, the discoverer. 

‘Sir, the practices of which I have given a few 
samples are intimately connected with the new 
materialistic Atheism, for the propagation of which 
the meeting of the British Association at Belfast 
in August 1874 was so skilfully utilised. The 
attempt there made to represent it as a tenable 
or even a plausible opinion that animals are merely 
machines, which do not actually feel, but only 
appear to feel, naturally tended to lessen our 
ignorant and “illiberal” abhorrence of cruelty 
towards them, and to encourage “scientists” in 
their researches. If, when dogs writhe and shriek 
and howl under the knife, the red-hot irons thrust 
into their brains, the galvanic battery applied to 
their bared and quivering nerves, they do not 
really suffer pain any more than a watch or a 
clock suffers pain when it is taken to pieces or 
destroyed—if, in other words, every appearance 
animals present is false, and all nature is one 
enormous lie, then physiologists may with good 
courage go on repeating over and over again the 
most horrible experiments, as they are beginning 
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to do, without any of that “unwillingness and 
sorrow” which are due to mere ignorance. But 
the very attempt to represent such an absurdity 
as a plausible, or at least a tenable opinion, is 
virtually a confession of the guilt of cruelty to 
animals, if there be such a thing as cruelty at all. 
‘Sir, I quite agree with your correspondent 
C. B. C. that such practices are utterly incom- 
patible with Christianity. But they are more than 
this. They are incompatible with any theory: of 
existence on which Christianity, or, indeed, any 
morality whatever, is possible. It is not a question 
between Christianity and unbelief. It is a question 
between morality and mechanical atheism. 
‘I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
(CAeP REICH ED. 


“THE ARCHDEACONRY, TRIM: 
‘ February 10, 1876.’ 


_ Surely no one will question the literal fulfil- 
ment of the predicted want of ‘instinctive affection,’ 
even of the lowest type, in view of the merciless 
practices of ‘ modern science.’ 

But this entire absence of right feeling towards 
the brute creation exercises a blunting effect on 
the human sensibilities generally, and ‘the age,’ 
in its broader features, is therefore becoming 
‘scientific’ in its mode of treating the ordinary 
relations hitherto subsisting in the family circle. 
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What means the custom, now so widely accepted 
by high and low, of parents wholly abandoning 
their little ones to the care of others—to any, 
if only to be rid of the responsibility of perso- 
nal oversight ? Whence those State institutions, 
rapidly increasing, which take the parental office 
upon themselves, and into which our School 
Boards and police are sweeping thousands of the 
young? Surely to improve the homes of the 
indigent, to provide a godly education for their 
offspring, and to foster the sacred ties and asso- 
ciations of kome-life instead of permanently de- 
stroying them, were the more excellent mode of 
dealing with the evils existing in our overcrowded 
cities. It may safely be anticipated that the 
principle underlying this deplorable system of 
substituting an external and foreign for the 
parental office will go far in course of time to 
obliterate the natural affection of the population 
at large. It is not of God, it is contrary to His 
Word, and it is a sign of national decay. 

(7) ‘ Truce-breakers ’—éorrovéos (as Ro. i. 31), 
implacable ones, that will not be reconciled. The 
lawlessness of man is here again evinced in’ the 
leading idea of an indisposition to enter into any 
truce or conditions of law. And what so common 
now as this very spirit of so-called Liberty? Self- 
ishness lies low down at root of this determination 
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not to become responsible for the performance of 
obligations. This feature of the latter days is 
everywhere manifest—perhaps nowhere more than 
among the working and domestic servant classes. 
What mean those vast combinations throughout 
the country to resist the principle of ‘ piece-work,’ 
or, in other words, the principle of paying by 7e- 
sults? The refusal is said to be based on the 
unfairness of the principle! But in what does 
the unfairness consist? The so-called ‘fair day’s 
pay for a fair day’s work’ too commonly means, 
as experience has abundantly proved, a ful/ day’s 
pay for a short day’s work. For at the very 
same time that the outcry is raised against pay- 
ing by results, the demand is. put forward for 
shorter hours and more pay. And when such 
unjust requests are refused either in part or 
entirely the ‘implacable’ spirit evinces itself in 
the shape of a ‘strike’ by way of provocation 
and retaliation. And this irreconcilable temper as 
between labour and capital, between employed 
and employers, has been,so steadily deepening and 
organising itself that its guidance has become a 
question for the Legislature. So opposed to the 
well-being of the entire commonwealth is this 
indisposition to be bound by any truce, that the 
great enemy of all righteousness and peace sedu- 
lously fosters it in an endless variety of forms. 
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(k) ‘False accusers ’—6idBoro, devils, slan- 
derers, calumniators. Thus, from loving se/f, men 
degenerate until at last they so drink into the 
mind of Satan that in doing his work they bear his 
name! Our Lord once said that when the devil 
speaketh a lie ‘he speaketh of his own, for he is 
a liar, and the father of it.1 In these last days 
Satan’s mendacious work is done by human agents. 
Alas! how is the very air we breathe poisoned 
with falsehoods—worst of all, with religious false- 
hoods!) And what is Satan’s aim?» To calumniate 
God’s truth, to oppose the kingdom of Christ, 
and to harass the true Church of God by heresies, 
schisms, and false doctrines. Never was there 
a time when the prayer needed to go up with 
more fervency‘and frequency than now—‘From all 
false doctrine, heresy, and schism, good Lord, de- 
liver us.’ Space fails to allow in detail an exposure 
of the diabolism of Spiritualism, of Perfectionism, of 
Ritualism or Anglican Romanism and Jesuitism, of — 
Communism, of Evolutionism, of Ultramontanism, 
of so-called Voluntaryism, and Secularism. Each 
of these systems expresses a vast energy of ‘the 
god of this age’ by means of which he is promot- 
ing his plan of final attack on Christ and His 
Church. Rapidly is he gathering his forces to- 
gether, and willing are the multitudes who join 
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_ the ranks of Diabolos, the arch-calumniator, and 
do his work. 

(2) ‘Incontinent ’—dadxpatets, intemperate, not 
masters of themselves. Were this the only mark 
of the closing days of the reign of the ‘god of 
this age’ afforded us in prophecy, it were suffi- 
ciently definite to interpret the present times. For, 
from the highest ranks down to the lowest, we are 
met by the same intemperate habits of self-indul- 
gence and inordinate expenditure. Whatever is 
_ done seems to be executed in the most lavish man- 
ner, as though all thought of self-control were 
banished, and whatever the mind lusted after were 
granted to satiety. Witness the princely palaces 
in the suburbs of our cities and‘commercial and 
manufacturing towns—witness our cathedrals and 
churches, sumptuously decked within and without, 
as though God dd dwell in temples made with 
hands, and to the great injury of the spiritual tnter- 
ests of men—witness the luxuriousness of the 
modern mode of travel, the Babylonian purple 
and scarlet of our railway Pullmans and saloons 
—and the like in a thousand forms. Is it not 
the world’s supply —Satan’s supply—in response to 
a sensuous, incontinent general demand? And 
this example works potently on the lowest classes 
AISOse%\|) « 

(m) ‘Fierce ’—avnepor, tnhuman. What mean 
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those fatal outbursts of passion which so often 
now-a-days bring their wretched subjects to the 
hulks and to the gallows? What are those brutal 
attacks, daily reported in the press, made by 
fiendish men upon those whom they have sworn 
to love and to defend—attacks so brutal and so 
frequent that justices and judges, perplexed by the 
phenomenon, have appealed to the Legislature for 
more stringent laws against so barbarous a class of 
offences ? What too shall be said to those attempts, 
so few of which necessarily ever come to light, 
made by demonised men to blow up whole ship- 
loads of human beings for the sake of a handful 
of gold? Are not these, and many such things, 
proofs that the present period is stamped with the 
brand of prophetic frerceness ? 

(x) ‘ Despisers of those that are good ’—dadgira- — 
yalo., no lovers of good (so Alford). All good is 
of God. But to put God out of mind is the desire 
of these times—or at best to acknowledge Him 
only so far as suits worldly convenience. If we 
turn to the popular observance of the Lord’s day, 
we are met by a noteworthy proof that there is 
a steady undercurrent moving towards the seculari- 
sation of that Divine institution and the reducing 
of the day to one of mere zvzellectual gratification. 
The aristocracy have their Zoological Gardens 
wherein to lounge away the sacred hours—why not 
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the middle classes their Aquarium? And if the 
superior strata of society are to indulge ‘ the 
desires of the mind,’! is there any tenable argu- 
ment whereby the lower s¢rata should be excluded 
from ranging the museums, picture galleries, and 
public gardens? Moreover, has not the principle 
been ceded in the establishment of Sunday bands 
to perform in the parks under State control? 
Such is the tendency of the ‘age,’ and so would 
the ‘god of this age’ have it. What is this, to 
take no other illustration, but to despise that 
which is good ? 

(0) ‘Traitors. Most palpably is this fearful 
characteristic of the latter days apparent in our 
inmost midst. Mark it. Nearly 20,000 men of 
intelligence and learning have, before God and 
man, solemnly declared that they believed them- 
selves moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon them 
the ministry of God’s Word, and to be truly called 
according to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
the due order of this realm to the office of serving 
in the Church of this land. Of these men, duly 
ordained upon faith of their pledges, no fewer than 
2420 now stand before the world committed toan act 
of traitorism which nothing in these last days has, 
of its kind, paralleled. These 2420 clergy have pub- 
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licly accepted and endorsed a work by an eminent 
dignitary in the Church,’ a work which explains 
away all that is distinctively Protestant in the 
Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, and to the plain 
Bible meaning of which every minister of the 
Established Church is sworn; which asserts that 
there is no vital difference between the doctrines 
of Rome’s anti-scriptural Council of Trent and 
the doctrines of our Scriptural Church; which 
teaches the dogma that there is a purgatory, and 
a real objective presence of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in ‘the Eucharist’ (that is, in the bread and wine 
after consecration) ; which advocates the anointing 
of the sick; which suggests that, after all, transub- 
stantiation is ‘probably a question of words ;’ 
which speaks of the holy separation of the British 
Church from Antichrist at the Reformation as ‘a 
miserable quarrel ;’ which exalts priestly absolution 
of sinners; which approves of the work of the 
original ‘Tractarians’ to ‘ Catholicise England;’ 
which dares to go the perilous length of teaching 
that ‘if any should &zss the feet of a crucifix, it 
would be reverence to the Crucified ;’ and which 


concludes with the assertion that the author would 
,» gladly die’ to unite the Church of England with 


* An Ezrenicon, by Dr. Pusey, adopted by resolution of 
the Ritualistic ENGLISH CHURCH UNION, in 1866. The 
E. C. U. now enrols 2420 clergy in its ranks. 
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the fallen Church of Rome and the corrupt Greek 
Church. And at the same time that these ‘traitors’ 
thus turn recreant to the vows in virtue of which 
they. were admitted to minister in the Church of 
this realm, they are found adopting the sacerdotal 
garments, the ritual, the practices, and the dogmas 
of the apostate Church of Rome, having neither the 
manliness nor the honesty to resign their cures 
in the Reformed Church of England and take 
their places in the ranks of the open enemies of 
the Bible. No traitorism in all Christendom at 
the present hour bears the slightest comparison 
with that which for the past forty years has been 
day and night strengthening itself in the soil of 
our National Church. ‘The eyes of all nations are 
fixed on this phenomenon and awaiting the climax. 
What wonder then that when the ¢Zeachers of the 
people thus act in defiance of truth, good order, and 
good faith, the people themselves should become 
demoralised, and predisposed to infidelity with all 
its attendant evils and inconveniences ? 

(p) ‘Heady ’—mapomerets, precipitate, headlong. 
Here the temper of the age again shows itself. 
For who fails to see that with all the enterprise, 
speculation, far-reaching, scheming, and financing, 
there is an immense amount of rashness and pre- 
cipitation? In fact, nosmall number of modern suc- 
cessful ventures in the worlds of science, commerce, 
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and so-called chance, are directly traceable to this 
common characteristic of the latter days. And 
this tendency to blind venture will increase. See 
how the betting propensities amongst high and low 
have developed themselves. Every trifling issue is 
made occasion fora ‘bet,’ the very ladies of ‘ modern 
society ’’ taking a prominent part in the fashionable 
excitement, and showing themselves amongst the 
most ardent supporters of the race, the steeple- 
chase, the pigeon-shooting, and the cricket-field. 

(g) ‘ High-minded ’—rervgdwpevos, puffed up, ar- 
rogant, blinded by pride (so Alford). The haughty 
spirit which now possesses too many, even in the 
professing Church, is surely the harbinger of the 
threatened ‘fall’ Alas! amongst our modern- 
made rulers in spiritual places how little of the 
apostolic simplicity, how much of conformity to 
this present age! To be peers of the realm is 
with some, apparently, a greater honour than to 
be humble, devoted, self-denying servants of Christ. 
Thank God, there are noble, gracious exceptions. 
But the danger thickens as the end draws nigh. 

(7) ‘Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of 
God.’ Let the untold millions devoted to the 
erection of Crystal Palaces, museums, music halls, 
conservatories, skating rinks, aquariums, race- 
grounds, theatres, opera houses, extravagant 
hotels, and the like, together with the fabulous 
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sums required for their profitable maintenance 
and extension, be weighed against the lamentable 
want of interest shown by the masses of the 
people in the things of God, His honour, and 
His cause. Then what of the crowds who flock 
to avail themselves of the well-advertised Sabbath 
excursions ‘by rail and boat’? What of the 
Sabbath-open aquariums, the ‘palaces, both glass 
and gin? What, too, shall be said to the Sunday 
loungers whose weary hours are spent in idle chat, 
in reading the debasing newspaper which has 
been well called ‘the devil’s Bible, in visiting and 
receiving visits, in letter-writing, and in any way 
other than in God’s way? Then if ——-——’s 
establishment be open on the Sabbath for the 
aristocracy to carry on their betting during the 
sacred hours, why, says the subtlety of the serpent, 
put restrictions on similar privileges for the middle 
and lower classes? 

(s) ‘Having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof.’ How fearfully exact a picture 
of our own times! Of those who name the name 
of Christ few indeed depart from iniquity. Of those 
who hold the truth by profession, alas! how many 
hold it in ungodliness! Baptism is no criterion. 
Church membership is no criterion. Communica- 
tion at the Lord’s table is no criterion. For we 
see troops of persons of all degrees conforming 
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in all these respects, and yet wholly given to the 
world. In fact, religious profession now-a-days 
is easily put on, and as easily put off. Provided 
that all allusion to the regenerating work of 
the Holy Ghost for saving conversion to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and its consequent—a life of 
holy obedience to the Divine precepts of the 
Gospel—be avoided, any amount of outward con- 
formity is tolerated. The form is respectable, but 
the fower of piety in the practice and the life is 
intolerable. Such are these days of ‘early com- 
munions, ‘high’ and ‘low celebrations,’ ‘con- 
fessionals’ and ‘confessors,’ ‘festivals, ‘octaves,’ 
‘matins,’ ‘evensongs,’ ‘ effective services,’ ‘ charm- 
ing chants, ‘lovely flowers,’ ‘ beautiful vestments, 
and such like fleshly sentimentalities. 


Thus we have traced out, though necessarily but 
very imperfectly, the working of Satan as foretold 
in the pages of this inspired prophecy. 

The zztellectual element, the reader will see, is 
the chief agency of the great deceiver. All our 
modern pleasures, even on the Lord’s day, he assures 
his votaries, are for the benefit of the mind, for its 
enlargement, or for its relaxation. It is not good 
that restraints should be put upon the liberty of 
conscience ; why, therefore, respect antiquated laws? 
Is not this the nineteenth century? Are we to 
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walk for ever in the old beaten paths which our 
fathers trod in widely different days? No; surely. 
We have adopted the cry of ‘ Progress,’ and we must 
beconsistent. Have we not already committed our- 
selves to the policy of removing National Churches, 
and leaving religion to fight its own way in the 
world ? Let us only demand loudly that this grand 
secular principle shall be generally acted upon, 
and in course of time, doubtless, we shall have 
the present inconvenience of all State recognition 
of the Bible and of Christianity entirely removed. 
The schools, too, in which the Established Church 
still teaches the Bible must be superseded, for they 
also impede ‘progress.’ The religion of the future 
will take its stand on no mere book of leaves, but 
on the broad, grand, generous principle of human 
brotherhood which altogether refuses to believe that 
sovereign 7a was ever designed to accept a creed 
of dogmas, or to owe allegiance to any law superior 
to conscience. By enticing snares is Satan thus 
busy alluring many, The day-dream is a pleasant 
one to the carnal mind. 

Then, too, there is a second movement, deep 
and broad, making in the same direction, though 
influencing quite a separate classof minds. Of late 
years there has sprung up on the horizon a cloud—at 
first small as a man’s hand—which silently has been 
spreading in the ecclesiastical world until now it is 
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exercising a potent influence on the Churches of 
the day. The movement aims at what its promo- 
ters euphoniously term ‘ che reunzton of Christendom.’ 
Tn truth it is the formation of a vast Confederacy 
of Churches in the name of CATHOLICISM, under the 
authority of the Pope. This Society, composed of 
Romanists, Greek-Churchmen, and Ritualists, num- 
bers some 13,000 members at the present time. 
While, then, a work of general disintegration is 
going on in the Churches in the direction of univer- 
sal Rationalism, we note another element in active 
operation, whose success would issue in immensely 
strengthening the hands of the zzfallible Man 
who is destined to head the united Antichristian 
forces. 

Rome has ever justified her character for as- 
tuteness. Just as in her earlier history she utilised 
paganism for the triumph of the tiara, so in the 
closing hours of her existence she will utilise the 
dominant system of the day which will find its ex- 
pression in the title ANTICHRIST, or the SOVE- 
REIGNTY OF MAN. But though she make herself 
strong against the Lord, and reign over the kings 
of the earth, bending or breaking every will opposed 
to her own, yet her plagues shall come in one day, 
death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be 
utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God 
who judgeth her. Though her merchants were the 
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great men of the earth, and she, by her sorceries, 
deceived all nations, nevertheless, like a great mill- 
stone cast by a mighty angel into the sea, ‘Thus 
with violence shall that great city Babylon be 
thrown down, and shall be found no more at all’? 
As a religious imposture, though wasted and con- 

sumed by the Word of God in these last days, 
~ Rome shall, as a vast religio-political system, only 
be ‘destroyed’ by ‘the brightness’ of the coming 
of the Lord Jesus.? 

Thus is Satan’s masterpiece ripening for the 
hour when it shall be judged with holy judgment. 
Certain it is that a day and an hour are fixed in 
the Divine counsels when shall be heard a great 
voice of much people in heaven, saying ‘ Alleluia !’ 
at the sight of the utter overthrow of this chief in- 
-strument of the devil’s power against God’s saints. 
But before this notable day of the Lord come, and 
Babylon’s destruction be fulfilled, the great red 
dragon will fight in desperation, and in his fury 
make awful havoc on earth. 

The details of ‘GREAT TRIBULATION, and how 
the FIRES OF PERSECUTION shall be re-lighted, 
the author leaves in silence. Too much specula- 
tion has already been indulged in upon this myste- 
rious subject. Many scriptures, however, seem to 
teach with clearness that Israel according to the 


1 Rev. xvill. 21. 2 2 Thess. ii. 8. 
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flesh will be called to pass judicially through that 
great tribulation and to suffer terrifically. And at 
this very moment the East is attracting the painful 
attention of the great Powers of Europe. The nations 
are evidently prepared for some warlike crisis, for 
such armaments the world never before beheld. 
The respective governments are much in conference. 
We have just looked quietly on the deposition of 
the head or Pope of the Mohammedan world, the 
Sultan of Turkey, his death and his burial, all in 
the course of a few days. At any moment: the 
call of the nations to begin the deadly strife may 
be sounded. Already each rustle of the political 
breeze arouses the enquiry, ‘Is it war?’ Statesmen, 
indeed, preserve their accustomed sonchalance, but 
the trained eye can detect apprehension and a strong 
desire to avoid the first breach of the peace. But 
the end must come. The saints of God are grow- 
ing weary of the proud boastings of man, and of 
the vain plans being laid in the wisdom of the flesh 
for the glorifying of earth’s coming leader. Satan’s 
bold assaults on the simple faith of God’s Church are 
causing her to cry out much more of late than ever 
before, ‘ How long, O Lord, how long?’ Human 
science, human philosophies, human religionism, in 
their varied combinations, must meanwhile continue 
to exercise all the true people of God till their Lord 
come to deliver them from the temptation—the final 
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temptation. Yet a little while, and the wicked one 
shall cease from troubling, and the weary ones shall 
be for ever at rest. 
% % * %* % % 

The blood-washed multitude of God’s redeemed 
have shouted their last ‘ Alleluia’ over the judged 
woman who sat upon the beast, and ‘her smoke 
rose up for ever and ever.’ ! The beast is taken, and 
with him the false prophet : ‘These both were cast 
alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.’ ? 
The first and second resurrections are over. Satan 
loosed from his chain comes before us the van- 
quished serpent, crushed in his last battle, now 
to receive his long-threatened doom. The third 
temptation is past. The First. Man, the Second 
Man, the Perfect Man, each has met the great foe 
in turn, and the end of each ordeal of conflict has 
proved to the Prince of Darkness disaster, to man 
grace abounding, to Jehovah glory and honour. 
The great White Throne is set, and God’s King 
is seated thereon. The earth and the heaven have 
fled away from before the face of the enthroned One! 


THE DOOM. 


‘And the DEVIL that deceived them was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 


SIRE V. Ki 3 @ Rev, Xix. 20, 
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beast and the false prophet are, and shal/ BE TOR- 
MENTED day and night FOR EVER AND EVER.’! 

This text is the last mention of Satan in the 
Word of God. It affords a fearfully grand view of 
the completeness of the EXECUTION of the Divine 
sentence passed thousands of years ago. 

Upon the subject of Satan’s doom the reader's 
attention is again directed to the following Scrip- 
ture facts: 

I. For this final execution of righteous Divine 
wrath upon them the fallen angels are said to be 
veserved, (2 Pet. ii. 4; Jude 6.) 

2. These apostate creatures are fully aware of, 
and with shudders expect, their doom. (James ii,’ 
19, with Luke viii. 28.) 

3. This fiery portion is divinely ‘prepared, 
(Matt. xxv. 41, with. 2 Th. ti. 7-9; Hebs xoiop 
27.) 
4. It would seem that Satan’s execution will 
follow immediately upon his last success amongst. 
men. (Compare Rev. xx. 9, 10.) 

5. His doom will be one of abject hopelessness. 
and everlasting torment. (Rev. xx. 10, with Matt. 
Viii. 29.) 

An awful and a fitting representation is thus. 
given us of ¢he complete subjugation of SIN in the. 
persons of the trinity of evil—the great Liar, the 


1 Rev. xx. 10, 
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Antichrist, and the False Prophet—to the God of 
Truth, the Christ of God, and the Witnesser of 
Jesus, the Divine Trinity. 

And here, in concluding these remarks on ie 
final doom of the devil, it should be asserted with 
all the force that the Word of God has attached to 
this Divine sentence on the author of human sin, 
and in spite of the popular delusion which this fallen 
spirit ever seeks to foster, that his torment will be 
‘for ever and ever, eis tovs ai@vas TaV aiwver. 
The fierceness of the wrath of Jehovah against sin 
both angelic and human being a righteous thing, 
it will never cease to be, for no amount of torment 
suffered by a gwz/ty creature can ever make atone- 
ment for the transgression of His law who is infi- 
nitely holy. If it be asked ow Satan will, asa 
spirit, suffer, the only answer is, God has said he 
will be tormented, but has not revealed to maz the 
modus. Enough for us that as redemption and 
salvation from hell are inseparably one in God’s 
plan, so as there is no redemption for evil spirits. 
(Heb. ii. 16), deliverance from Gehenna is, and 
must remain, an eternal impossibility. 

No amnesty is ever so much as hinted at for 
the inhabitants of the smoking abyss. No relief in 
that awful state of despair is once mentioned from 
Genesis to Revelation. The rich man asked but a 
drop of cold water to cool his parched tongue, being 


184 The Satan of Scripture. 


‘in torment, but it could not be, and that even 
before the great white throne of final judgment 
was set. The secrets of the burning pit are not 
revealed to us more than that anguish most bitter, 
weeping, wailing, gnashing of teeth, and the black- 
ness of darkness are the everlasting portion of the 
lost, and that GOD, the source of all good, ee be 
ABSENT FOR EVER AND EVER! 

Neither, so far as the testimony of Holy Scrip- 
ture goes, is there a word to justify the belief that 
Satan in his final condition of perdition will have 
the slightest show of authority over any fallen crea- 
ture, angelic or human. Upon the sentence of 
Paradise taking effect upon the devil, from that 
moment, it would appear, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords has death, hell, and sin eternally 
beneath His feet ; while the complete subjection of. 
the devil, his angels, and also rebel men, will bear 
everlasting witness to the holiness, righteousness, 
justice, and faithfulness of Jehovah—Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS. 


A BRIEF practical review of what has been said 
remains. In the course of the foregoing observa- 
tions upon the subject of Satanism it is hoped 
that the reader has noted the following Bible 
truths :— 

Penat this fallen world of. ours:is, so faras 

sin goes, subject to the potent influence and in- 
terference of an apostate spirit who has a direct 
warrant from the Divine Governor of heaven 
and earth. to test the work of His hands. 
.. 2, That, in the prosecution of his fell design 
against man, this fallen spirit, called the Serpent 
and Satan, is supported by untold legions of 
apostate angels like himself. 

3. That the power and activity of these myriads 
of spiritual beings, all bent upon the injury of the 
human race for time and eternity, are second only 
to those of Deity, and that consequently maz in 
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his fallen estate being inferior to them in intelli- 
gence and knowledge is a reacy prey to their 
subtle influences. 

4. That even our blessed Lord Himself, notwith- 
standing the hopelessness of Satan’s attacks upon 
Him, was yet subject to the defiant, taunting, and 
malevolent assaults of this foul spirit. 

5. That, his knowledge being progressive and 
his intelligence very extraordinary, Satan sees the 
end of his opportunity to distress God’s Church is 
drawing nigh, and therefore, with increasing persis- 
tency, is drawing together his forces, human and 
angelic, against every true believer, and against the 
Church as a whole. 

6. That the devil is the active agent of all 
temptation in man. 

7. That the New Testament Scriptures abonadl 
with references to the personality, offices, works, 
energies, intrigues, objects, and judgment of this 
Evil Spirit. Conf. 1 Cor. x. 1352 eae 
Xi. 3, 13-15; Gal. (throughout); Eph. (spe) ; 
Rom. xvi. 20; Col. ii. 15 ; 1 Thess. ii. 18; 2 Thess. 
ii 9; 1 Tim. iii. 6, 7, iv. 1, v. 15; 2 Tim. it. 262 
Heb. 11. 14; James ii. 19, iv. 7; 1 Pet eee 
1 John iii, 8, 10; Jude; Rev. xviii. 2 (visible 
Church !), xii. 9, 12, xx., and many others. 

From all which considerations, the reader is 
earnestly asked to observe that—. = re 
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(2) It is no light matter to be an enemy of 
Satan’s. And all who, through grace, have fled the 
kingdom of darkness, and have, by Spirit-wrought 
faith, laid hold upon Christ Jesus for salvation, will 
and must be tried and proved by the devil. The 
saints alone are femzpted. 

(0) To make sport of Satan’s existence, names, 
and devices, is alike a grievous sin, and, to the in- 
visible deceiver, a great triumph. 

(c) Since God has provided for His tempted 
people a special coat of armour, clad in which they 
are alone equal to resisting this terrible foe, He has 
made plain His own estimate of the awful power 
and malignity of our enemy, and has also taught 
us how we can overcome. 

(2) It is a question for each of us, daily, to see 
well to it by prayer and watchfulness that we have 
our souls clothed in this holy panoply. 

(¢) Though with many a fall the believer wage 
his warfare with Satan (within and without), yet 
as surely as Christ overcame meritoriously for His 
own people, once for all, so shall they also experi- 
mentally, and finally, get the victory, giving all 
the glory to a covenant God-—Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. 
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